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Thursday 19 March 2020 
 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE -  SCHOOL CLOSURE 

Dear Parents, 

Following on from my last update, I’m now writing to let you know that we have now been instructed to close 
the school to almost all children at the end of the day on Friday until further notice. 

As advised by the government, we will do all we can to stay open for the children of key workers (e.g. NHS 
staff, police, teachers, delivery drivers and others in frontline services) and children with certain needs. We 
would ask that, in order to limit the numbers of children attending school, and for the action of school closures 
to be effective as possible, that key workers take up our ‘offer’ only if it is absolutely necessary and where no 
other childcare arrangement can be made for their children.  

The government have stated that this offer is only for key workers who are single-parent families or where both 
parents are key workers. Earlier we sent home a survey via email so that we can begin to plan this eventuality. 
We will write to those who qualify for this childcare tomorrow so they are clear about this offer. Please fill in the 
survey if you haven’t done so yet – thank you. 

We have also been asked to offer childcare to the families of children with an existing EHCP or who currently 
have an assigned social worker. We have contacted all of these families today. 

All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into school from 
Monday 23rd March onwards. Please note that this is a national closure – as you may have heard in the 
news – so while it is a challenging situation, we are not alone. We will re-open fully as soon as we are allowed. 

Your child’s learning is, of course, important to us, so we will continue to help your child to learn. We will send 
home details tomorrow of how this will be arranged for the coming few weeks. Mrs Norton (SENCo) will also 
be sending an email regarding support for children on the SEN register. 

If your child usually receives free school meals, we will also be in touch with more information about how we 
will continue to provide this, with support from a scheme that the government are currently planning. 

This is as much as we know right now and we appreciate your continued patience as we deal with this ever-
changing situation. We understand that this latest news will have a huge impact on our families but we’ll 
continue to keep in touch with any updates as the situation develops. 

We still have some families who have not given us an email address. Over the coming weeks we will be using 
email and website to communicate so it is vital we have all details. If you don’t receive emails from us then 
please could you contact the office with one asap. Many thanks. 

Once again I would like to thank you all for your amazing support. To be honest it has been quite emotional 
receiving your messages and they have really boosted us at this challenging time. You are truly a smashing 
bunch! I can promise you we will do everything we can to support you and your children during these next few 
uncertain weeks. 

Best wishes, 

 
Tim Deery 
Headteacher 


