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COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Update: Tuesday 17th March PM 
 

Dear Parents,  
Another update! (I don’t think I have ever written so many in such a short time!) 
 

Last night we saw the government introduce the most significant actions to date related to Coronavirus/COVID-19. We fully understand how 
anxious and concerned many parents are in the present climate and want to reassure you that your child’s health and safety is our top priority. 
We don’t have any more information than is out in the public domain but this is what we understand to be the case. 
 

New Government advice states: 

 Avoid all non-essential travel/contact 

 If one person in any household has a high temperature or persistent cough, EVERYONE living in the household must self-isolate for 14 
days 

 At risk groups (elderly over 70, adults who would normally be advised to have the flu vaccine and pregnant women) are advised to take 
particular care to minimise their social contact 

 Schools will stay open (for the moment) 
 

What does this mean for Portway Junior School? 

 With immediate effect all face-to-face meetings are cancelled  

 We ask that only one person, where possible, drops off and collects pupils 

 We advise that parents stand apart from each other while awaiting to drop off and collect their children 

 We ask parents to avoid any close contact with staff at the classroom door for drop off & pick up, please email adminoffice@portway-
jun.hants.sch.uk or write any messages in your child’s home/school book 

 

We ask that parents adhere to the new government advice of whole household 14 day isolation where coronavirus symptoms are present. We 
are trying to keep the school open with significantly reduced staffing levels and obviously having a reduced number of pupils helps with this. 
We are asking parents to, where possible, err on the side of caution. If you do have to self-isolate we have added some activity suggestions on 
our website (front page – 14 day isolation icon). Should we have to close the school we are working on additional activities to do at home. 

 

We are continuing to take every opportunity to remind the children about good personal hygiene and are encouraging all our pupils to wash 
their hands regularly and at various key points during the school day as previously explained. We are also trying to keep school as normal as 
possible for our children with lots of smiles, fun and laughter.  

  

Just to clarify we have now made the decision to cancel the following events over the coming weeks (most of which have already been 

notified); 

 Portway Pop In 

 Parent Consultations next week (for 6MK, 5CB, 5HW) 

 All sports tournaments/fixtures  

 All school clubs 

 Year 4 ‘Evening with Shakespeare’ 

 PTA Easter Eggstravanganza (However the PTA still hope to run the Easter Egg Decorating Competition – we still need some 
fun and distraction in our lives!) 

 Year 5 Ukulele Concert 
 

These are unprecedented times and although children are seen as a ‘low-risk’ group we know everyone in our school family will be impacted in 
some way by this ever-changing situation. In times like this please be kind to each other, do not make assumptions or spread rumours and 
follow all the guidance available to ‘do your bit’ for everyone in the community. And, once again, thank you for the large number of positive 
messages – it has given everyone a real boost! 
 

Today we are also sending home 2 other documents. One is about how we might be able to help, should we need to close, and the other is a 
plea on behalf of Foodbank. We are working closely with Portway Infants (and others schools in our area) on these initiatives. 
 

For anyone who is feeling poorly, we are thinking of you and wish you a speedy recovery.   
 

Best wishes 
 

 

 
 
Tim Deery 
Headteacher  
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