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June 2020  
 
Dear Year 3, 4 & 5 Parents/carers, 
 

July 2020 – Year 3, 4 & 5 School Session Offer (3 days) 

We have sent this letter to all year 3, 4 and 5 families (as it was easier!) but please ignore if your child won’t be taking 
this offer up. I must stress it is up to every family to decide what is best for their child. We have based the numbers in 
each cohort on the families that filled in the survey, which was about 93% of parents. If you indicated that you are using 
the critical worker option during this time then you will receive a different letter so please ignore this one. 

 
Thank you for responding to the survey last week. Making the decision to offer 3 days for years 3, 4 and 5 pupils before the 
end of term was a very difficult one, but we felt it was in the best interests of all pupils. Obviously it does impact on other 
pupils but the vast majority of parents indicated they thought this was the best thing to do. We REALLY appreciate your 
support - we were quite nervous!  
 
I am now in a position to give you more details about our plans for years 3, 4 and 5. I must stress these are the end of term 
arrangements as we are still waiting for guidance about September. (That will be another letter! ) I must apologise for the 
length of this letter but there is a great deal of information to share with you at this time and I would urge you to read this 
very carefully. There will be a separate letter for critical workers who have chosen that option in the survey last week. If you 
didn’t get the critical worker email (and you think you should have done so) then please email the school office. 
 

NB: YOUR CHILD IS IN COHORT 2 (Thursday 16
th

 - Monday 20
th

 July) 
 
Days: Your child is invited into school on Thursday 16th, Friday 17th & Monday 20

th
 July. Your child will be in their own 

classroom and will hopefully be with their own teacher. (We will endeavour for this to be the case but please be aware this 
might not be possible due to shielding, illness, etc.) 
 
Start/Finishing Times: There will be separate drop off/collection times for years 3, 4 and 5 (plus another for the small 

number of critical workers still in school).  This is down to government advice to stagger the start/end of the day. The times 
for each year group are below. However, critical workers can arrive at the earlier times and, if you have siblings in different 
year groups, then they can be dropped off/picked up at either time. We aim to make it a relaxed (and safe) start and end of 
day with no waiting around (pods must not mix at any point including before and after school – unless they are family). 
 
 Critical Workers: School start 8:50  School finishes 3:20 

Year 3:   School start 9:00  School finishes 2:50 
 Year 4:   School start 9:10  School finishes 3:00 
 Year 5:   School start 9:20  School finishes 3:10 
  
 
Social Distancing: Our school looks very different at the moment. Staff will do everything they can to make it as 

welcoming as possible, but we cannot return to ‘normal’. It will be a challenge to maintain the social distancing 
recommendation in a school and the government have acknowledged this in their guidance. As a result, we have been 
instructed to follow their guidelines, which include: 

  Limiting class sizes:  Children will be in much smaller classes or ‘pods’. Each pod will have consistent staffing, 

where possible, creating ‘pods’ of staff and pupils around the school. These ‘pods’ will NOT mix. They will have 
separate break and lunch times and will not be using any area of the school at the same time as another ‘pod’.  

  



   

  Parents on Site:  All parents MUST follow signs and staff guidance when they arrive and leave the school site. 

Please do not loiter on the school site and no parents will be allowed into the school building at any time. All 
communication should be made via email using the admin office address. On the first day parents will be able to 
drop off at classes but after that we ask, where possible, for parents to drop at one of the main gates. In the 
afternoon, parents may come onto the site but must wait at least 2 metres away from other adults/children and 
classrooms. 

  Before and After School Club: There will be no breakfast or Portway Plus facilities at this time. 

Equipment, etc: All children will be provided with their own equipment/stationery for their use only and will not be 

permitted to bring in pencil cases etc. Pupils may only bring in a lunch box and a water bottle but nothing else (except 
coats, sun cream, hats, etc when needed). 
 
Lunches: Pupils may, of course, bring their own packed lunch. The kitchen will provide options of hot or cold packed 

lunches, plus a simplified menu, which is available on our website. These and packed lunches will be eaten in the 
classroom or outside as a picnic.  
 
Handwashing: There will be a huge focus on handwashing and also ensuring that common areas such as door handles, 

toilets etc. are given specific attention during the day.  

COVID-19 Cases: We will be monitoring the pupils carefully and would ask all parents to remain incredibly vigilant 
regarding the symptoms of COVID-19 and keep their child at home if they have any suspicions that they are not well (see 
advice at the end of this letter). Any pupil who becomes unwell at school will be sent home immediately. They will be 
isolated within our school building, accompanied by a member of staff protected by PPE, until they can be collected. We 
would ask all parents to get to us as soon as possible should we need to send their child home. If any child in school has a 
positive test then advice from Public Health England will be followed. We will also immediately inform every parent that this 
has happened.  
 
What will the children be taught? We cannot return to our normal curriculum. Our children have been away from school 

for a significant amount of time and may have some anxieties about returning and will possibly find it challenging. We will 
be looking to provide a range of activities which will develop children’s learning but also focus on their emotional wellbeing.  
 
Clothing:  Children should wear PE kit but with a school T-shirt, polo shirt or jumper please. They may wear 

trainers/plimsolls so we can get outside as much as possible. 
 
Safety and Behaviour: Obviously we have to protect pupils and staff from the possibility of catching the virus. Therefore 
we will be very strict with any child who does anything to put any other child or adult at greater risk. I am afraid that, due to 
the low class numbers and members of staff having to self-isolate, we will not have any ‘spare’ staff to work with pupils 
outside of their classrooms. If a pupil puts others at risk then parents will be contacted immediately and the pupil will not be 
able to be in school.  
 
We are really looking forward to seeing the children and we hope we can at least finish the school year by spending some 
time with most pupils. Thank you for your support with all of this – I really appreciate it. 

 
Best wishes, 

 

Tim Deery 
Headteacher  
 
 Monitoring your child’s general health 

There are still many things not yet known about Coronavirus. There are research projects taking place around the world with 
scientists particularly interested in why far fewer cases are reported for children and why they typically endure a much milder 
infection or are asymptomatic i.e. symptom free. Some research is suggesting having a temperature and a cough are not the only 
symptoms typical in children and sometimes these are not present at all.  

Therefore, we ask parents to be vigilant regarding ANY change in their child’s health. 
 

Children and their families are eligible for testing and children could be back in school very quickly if tested negative. Therefore, 
based on recent findings please keep your child away from school if they have any of the following: 

 High temperature  

 Cough  

 Diarrhoea 

 Nausea or vomiting 

 Sore throat 

 Headache or Tummy ache 

 Loss of taste or smell 

If a pupil has any of these symptoms in school, we have been told to isolate them immediately and contact you to ask them to be 
picked up urgently. If any child in school has a positive test then advice from Public Health England will be followed. We will also 
immediately inform every parent that this has happened.  

 


