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Message to Potential Key Workers – URGENT (Friday 20 March 2020 AM) 

Thank you for completing the essential key worker survey. According to our list you are have identified yourself as one of the essential key 
worker role. I have to be honest with you and say the group is far larger than we anticipated and means we are going to have to consider 
whether we are able to open the school as a childcare facility. We are in a very difficult position and I have to consider the health of our 
staff. We already have 12 staff off/self-isolating including 6 teachers. This is likely to increase over the next few days and, with the 14 day 
isolation period still in place, we are going to struggle. 

We will open Monday but I will then do a risk-assessment and make a decision about the rest of the week. I felt it was important to be 
honest with you all. 

Therefore I am asking parents in this group to consider whether they need to send their child in next week or whether alternative provision 
can be made (along with the majority of parents.) The messages have been very conflicting re families with just 1 parent who is a frontline 
key worker. I am asking these families to, where possible, not to send their children in, despite some of the announcements. This will help 
to us to do our best to keep open in the coming weeks. 

The official guidance says the following regarding families of key workers: 

“If children can stay at home, they should do so, to limit the chance of the virus spreading.” 

“Schools are asked to provide childcare for a very limited number of children.” 

“Remain open only for those who absolutely need to attend.” 

“Many parents in these sectors (key workers) will be able to ensure their child is kept at home. And every child who can be safely cared for 
at home should be.” 

“If workers think they fall within the critical category they should confirm with their employer… their specific role is necessary for the 
continuation of this essential public service.” 

“If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be.” 

 

The following is a list about next week, if we do open. No doubt some things will change and we will do our best to keep you up-
to-date: 

 Childcare will start at 8:50 but children may come in from 8:30 and may wait on the playground from 8:15. There will be no 
breakfast club. 

 Childcare will finish at 3:20 and pupils will all leave via the main playground. There is no after-school clubs or Portway Plus. 

 Children do not have to wear uniform. There will be physical activity so they can wear trainers and also clothing they can ‘move 
around’ in. 

 We are hoping to arrange catering but at the moment we cannot confirm this. Please bring a packed lunch but we will update you 
if this changes. (No nut products please.) Also bring normal snack/water bottles (no tuck trolley will be available.) 

 The Secretary State of Education gave some clarity in his initial statement (copied below) and so we are planning to supervise 
children doing some of the activities we are offering to pupils who are at home plus some more informal ‘childcare’ activities. They 
will supervised by staff but this will not necessarily be teachers: 

“Schools who open as childcare will no longer be an educational setting and will not be teaching the national  curriculum but will 
endeavour to provide a safe space. “ 

 We are going to have a skeleton staff and so I will have to make clear and quick decisions about pupils who use this situation as 
an opportunity to misbehave or disrupt the provision. These pupils will have one chance but then I will remove the ‘childcare  offer’ 
for these children immediately. I realize this sounds harsh but I have to consider the health and wellbeing of the staff and other 
children we are looking after. We are, essentially, no longer a school. 

 

There will be more things but to be honest we are making things up as we go along! I have tried not to be critical of central  government but 
the information has been very slow coming through and often non-existent. My son is a journalist and he knew all about the closure plan 
several hours before I did. I only knew about it when the daily briefing was broadcast by the Prime Minister! 

So please consider all the alternatives before you send your children in next week. I really appreciate your understanding with this.  

Stay safe and keep smiling. 

 

Mr D 


