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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We decided it work be a good idea to write to you all via ‘snail mail’ just to ensure everyone knows about the 

communication routes in this rather unusual situation! 

 The main form of communication between us all for this time email. It is therefore vital that we have your 

correct email address on our system. We have sent out lots of information and this is the best way for us to get in 

touch. The Portway Press came out last Wednesday and so if you did not receive that then we do not have your 

correct email. Please email adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk ASAP so they can add you to the distribution list. 

 The best way to contact us is via the admin office email above. If you have questions about passwords, free school 

meals, etc then use this email and your enquiry will be passed on to the correct member of staff. Each class now has 

their own email address (see  Portway Press) and these can be used to keep in touch with classroom staff. 

 All letters, emails, Portway Press, etc are added to the website. (www.portwayjunior.co.uk) and there is a link for 

information for parents on the front page. We will aim to publish the Portway Press every Wednesday during term 

time. It is really important that everyone sees it during this period.  

 We are still using Twitter (@portwayjunior) and Facebook (Portway Junior School) to keep everyone up-to-date so 

please add them if you are a social media user. Please make sure you respond to the Facebook security questions 

to allow you access to the group. We cannot reply to messages on social media so please use main email. 
 

There is a lot on social media about the expectation on students or teachers during this crisis.  We are not pretending 

we’ve got everything right but we are hoping it has been useful. I am sure it will evolve and it is important we don’t try 

to solve everything now. For now it is important to take each day at a time and to keep in touch. 

Please don’t get stressed about the amount of work children need to do or worry about websites that might or might 

not be accessible. We are all in new territory here and we all need to find a way to make this work for ourselves. How 

that works will be different for every household and will often be different from one day to the next. Try to do some 

reading and maths every day and most days a bit of writing (free ebooks, different sites for maths games are in the 

‘General Learning’ section of our website). Some days it just won’t happen and that is OK too. We are all dealing with 

a lot of new stuff and lots of new pressures and we all need to stop every now and again to catch our breath and 

remember that we are all doing OK. 

Every Friday during term time teachers will post links and suggested work for the following week for their year group. 

There are also lots of general resources as well, which we will try to update.  These are suggestions and are meant to 

help but only you will know what is possible. Going into the garden, cooking, writing letters to friends, etc. are all 

important things to do together. Even creating a rainbow for your window is another great thing to do! 

Easter Holiday (Starting Monday 6
th

 April): The school will still be operating childcare for those key workers who 

cannot make other arrangements. During these 2 weeks we will not be setting any new work for pupils, as it is the 

holiday. Miss Windross will put up some general/fun activities that can be used by families during this time, if you need 

a distraction or something to do. The first 2 weeks of work/activities will be still on the website and can still be used 

during this period. We will update the Week 3 activities and work on Friday 17
th
 April, ready for the following week. 

Once again thank you for all of your amazing support during this, rather unusual, time. We are so proud of the whole 

of the Portway Family, who have really come together during these difficult times. 

Keep safe and keep smiling everyone. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Deery & Miss Windross 
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