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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Firstly, thank you for all of your encouragement and kind comments; they have really helped during this confusing and 
challenging time.  
 

As the government has declared, schools across England will close to most pupils at the end of the school day today. On 
Monday we will re-open as a child care facility for children of families of keyworkers and you have already had information 
about that. Every single letter and communication we have sent home is published on our website (Important Parent 
Communication – on the front page) so you can see everything here if there is information you can’t remember.  
 

Today, children still in school have sorted out and brought home the contents of their trays and lockers. For children who are 
currently absent from school we have made arrangements for parents to collect their items starting from next week. Absent 
children’s items have been collected by staff and placed into bags labelled with their names. These bags will be left in the 
dining room (where breakfast club and Portway Plus usually run) between 10:00-11:30 every day from Monday 23

rd
 March 

for the following few days for a parent or responsible adult to collect. You must just come to the dining room and not to the 
main school building as we must continue to reduce the spread of the virus. Please do not come to the school office.  
 

We understand that you will perhaps be feeling somewhat confused and challenged about what your children will do at home 
all day for the foreseeable future and I am writing to you to explain the arrangements we have made.  
 

Our website – www.portwayjunior.co.uk – will be the source of this information and, from today, there will be pages available 
on the front page full of learning activities linked to the work your children would have been doing in school.  
 

There will be 5 pages you will be able to access.  
 

One will be a general page. This page contains many websites of interactive learning, activities and research opportunities 
for children and there is something for nearly every subject. There are also links to websites offering free access to further 
information should you wish to use these. This page is a good page for children to ‘dip into’ and they can complete or 
research any activity or topic that captures their interest.  
 

The other four pages relate to specific year groups and teachers have been working hard to provide activities that link 
directly to the work children would have been doing in school. On these pages you will also find links to websites we 
subscribe to as a school – Abacus, EducationCity, MyMaths, SpellingCity and TimesTables Rockstars – the passwords 
children need for these are in the front of their home/school diaries. Teachers will update these websites as the weeks 
progress so that children find new learning there when they log on. Much of the work can be completed online – through 
games and interactive websites – or can be completed electronically using Word or PowerPoint.  
 

The year group pages on our website will update each week on a Friday. Some links will remain the same – such as the 
websites above as new learning can be set for children within these sites – but other activities will change, much as they 
would in school for children and there will be new tasks for children to do. Please see  the information on the other side of 
this letter as to what a day of learning at home could look like. 
 

This kind of learning arrangement is very new to us all and we would ask you to be patient with us as we work out the best 
way forward in these early days. As time goes on, we may be able to come up with new or more efficient ways to manage 
this and, if we do, these will be communicated with you via email. If there are any urgent matters that need to be 
communicated with us, then please use the Admin email address: adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk Please also use 
this address to let us know of any great learning going on at home, encouraging messages are so important to all of us at 
this time.  
 

Another good thing to remember is that, during these days of social distancing and self-isolation, routines are important to 
establish. We have had a think about what a routine for learning could look like and have included this over leaf and on the 
year group pages. However, it is important to remember that you are in charge of your day and that learning for children is 
not just academic. Involving them in cooking family meals, learning how to get on well with siblings, helping with household 
chores, adding up the total of your online shopping order to double check it are just as useful life skills to learn and practice. 
Please also remember that places such as The National Trust have made their gardens and grounds free to access for all 
people who are well and healthy. If you can get out to somewhere local like The Vyne (Basingstoke), Hinton Ampner 
(Winchester), Mottisfont (Romsey) then some time in the countryside looking for bugs, admiring trees and enjoying the 
sunshine (hopefully!) are equally important and good too for our mental health.  
 

Stay safe everyone and keep smiling! We are hoping that it isn’t too long until we are able to see you all ‘properly’ again.  
 

Best wishes 
 
 
Vicky Windross  
Deputy Headteacher   

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/
mailto:adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk


   

 

 

 

What a day of home learning might look like: some thoughts & suggestions. 

 

 

 

School life:  
Children are used to a weekly timetable of lessons and 

subjects and they are in this routine throughout the year. At 

Portway lessons are typically an hour long for English and 

Maths and lessons for other subjects are anywhere between 35 

and 45 minutes long. In a typical lesson the teacher would 

give a 15-20 minute instruction of the task and then children 

would work individually or in small groups on a task for 20-

25 minutes.  

 

Daily Routines:  
Try to establish a routine for the day, 

getting up and dressed to start school 

work by an agreed time. Joe Wicks, The 

Body Coach, is starting each day at 

9:00am with a workout for kids on his 

Youtube channel – a great way to start 

the day! This is an important 

psychological step in being ready for 

these different sorts of days.  We would 

advise that children had a place to work 

where they are comfortable and in a well-

lit area – rather than slumped on a sofa or 

a bed.  

 

 

Have breaks:  
Try to make sure there are short breaks 

between learning activities; in school 

these would take the shape of putting 

things away and moving around the 

classroom or using a ‘5 a day video’ (link  

on website). Obviously there are also the 

‘formal’ break times where children are 

outside in the fresh air so taking time to 

go and kick a ball about, bounce on a 

trampoline or take a brisk walk, even if 

it’s only around the garden, are important 

to do. Using FaceTime for children to 

spend some time talking to each other, 

either just socializing or sharing their 

work or puzzling out an activity together 

could also be a good strategy to try.  

 

Plan your days:  
Planning out the days is a good idea, but you should avoid 

spending ages creating a minute-by-minute timetable for your 

children to follow. They may not appreciate it and you may not 

appreciate their reaction! As we have said in other letters, 

learning to cook a family meal, helping with the household 

chores, sharing activities with younger/older siblings and 

writing a daily letter / email to an elderly relative are all 

important learning opportunities. 

Use our website:  
Our website – www.portway-jun.hants.sch.uk - contains 

many ideas and activities to support your child with their 

learning at home so there should always be something to do. 

But please also make use of this time to be together as a 

family – this is a good time to rediscover our relationships 

with each other so teach your children how to play cards, 

share a board game, read a book together or just chill in front 

of the television for a bit. This is a strange and challenging 

time but we will do our best to support you in it.  

 

Stay safe & best wishes to you all, 

The Portway Junior School Team 

http://www.portway-jun.hants.sch.uk/

