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COVID Update re Omicron Variant We have received an update after the government announcement at the 
weekend  on new measures in response to the identification of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 in the UK. 
The main consideration was around reintroducing staff wearing masks in communal areas, but this is 
something we have been doing for the past few weeks due to the high number of cases in the school since ½ 
term. Most other mitigations are designed for secondary schools, but we will also only be having visitors in 
school that are essential and if safe to do so. We were already doing this to some degree but we have 
postponed some activities that would have meant visitors coming into school, especially in larger groups. This 
is not ideal but we need to do our very best to avoid the new variant coming into school and my priority is to 
keep the school open and the people within it as safe as we can. As you will probably know, anyone who 
comes into contact with the omicron variant will have to isolate for 10 days, regardless of age or vaccination 
status. This has the potential to be very disruptive in school if we have to send pupils & staff home. Last year 
we had staff & pupils isolating during the Christmas holiday and we want to do everything we can to avoid this.

The Portway PTA Need YOUR Help - Deadlines approaching!
Christmas Balloon Race: www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA 
Balloons cost £3 each-and you can buy as many as you like! 
The balloons will be launched at 12:00 noon on Tuesday 8th 
December 2021 (The race will run for one week). There is less 
than a week to buy your balloon!

Christmas Raffle: Everyone should have received some 
tickets - extra tickets are available by contacting either school 
office. Please return tickets and money to the school office (via 
your child). The prizes are a range of hampers and look 
amazing (including one with Christmas tree, turkey and all the 
trimmings!)  Last year was very successful and every penny 
goes to the PTA to support our schools. The raffle will be 
drawn on Thursday 9th December, so please get your tickets 
returned as soon as possible!

Reading Advent Calendar  We have something a little different for the advent period this 
year! We have created a ‘Reading Advent Calendar’ and the first door opens today! Please 
see your child's Google Classroom for the first chapter of the exciting book chosen for the 
great Christmas read. Every day a new chapter will be released. Enjoy!

LSA Vacancy  We are currently advertising for some to join our team as a Learning Support Assistant (LSA). 
All of the details are on our website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/featured/learning-support-assistant-vacancy

Christmas Money-Saving Tips for a Happier Christmas The Christmas preparations are well underway and 
the countdown has officially begun for many. Whilst on the surface Christmas is presented as a jolly holiday 
sprinkled with twinkling lights and glitter, the less appealing side to Christmas is the weeks of stress and 
enormous pressure we can put ourselves under (and our bank balance!) in the pursuit of the ‘perfect 
Christmas’ for our children and loved ones. Our family support worker, Gemma Sacree, has put together a few 
suggestions and ideas of ways to keep the costs (and hopefully the pressure) down this Christmas and this 
should be coming home today.

Hooke Court Residential We were delighted to be able to go ahead with the year 4 residential last week to 
Hooke Court in Dorset. The pupils arrived back on Friday, obviously quite tired but with lots of smiles and very 
special memories. There is a report about the trip later in this newsletter. I would like to particularly thank the 
staff who attended the trip. They were amazing and did everything they could to make sure the the trip went as 
well as it did.  (The staff looked rather tired as well!)

http://www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/featured/learning-support-assistant-vacancy


Dates for the Diary
Mon 29th Nov Christmas Card post boxes open! Fri 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas 
Tues 4th Jan Spring Term Begins

Christmas at Portway 
Junior 2021 – Diary & Events

Christmas Cards: Cards can now be brought into school. Each 
year group will have a post box for cards in their area, rather than 
one for the whole school.

Carol Service: As mentioned previously, we are going to record a 
carol service in school so that we can share with parents. It will 
obviously look very different than usual and we won’t be able to 
physically get the pupils together, but we will try and keep some of 
the key elements. We are planning to hold this in school on 
Wednesday and make it available to parents virtually.

Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up Day On Thursday 16th 
December it will be our Christmas dinner (details were sent home 
last Friday) and Christmas dressing up day. For dress-up day pupils 
can wear as much or as little Christmas clothes or accessories as 
they like. Please don’t go and buy a special Christmas jumper if you 
haven’t got one. A normal jumper with some tinsel can work just as 
well or you can be as creative as you like! (On Friday 17th pupils do 
not have to wear uniform either, if this is easier for parents.)

Panto Comes to Portway (virtually!) Each class will be watching 
a panto at some point during the ‘Christmas week’. It is a ‘live’ 
recorded professional performance of Aladdin. Our amazing PTA 
have paid for us to watch it! (Oh yes they have!)

Last Day The last day of term is Friday 17th December and, as you 
know, we always finish earlier on this day so will finish at 1:15. 
Pupils do not have to wear uniform.

Our Roman Adventure at Hooke Court! 
The two hour coach journey to Hooke Court was very exciting and a little nerve 
racking. There were 2 coaches, one for 4DI and 4CA the other one was for 
4MK and 4CF. When we arrived, we went up to our rooms with our suitcases 
and then to the common room for lunch. The boys were in a house called 
Greenleaf and the girls were in a house called Honeypot and some people 
were in the Manor House. On the first day, we did some things on teamwork 
and in the evening we trained like a Roman soldier would have. On the 
second day, it was ‘Roman Day’ - we learnt about ‘decimation’ and to march 
like Roman soldiers, we also had to get into a Testudo formation and the 
teachers threw tennis balls at us but we had Roman shields with us for 
protection! In the evening, we made mosaics in the dining hall. On the final 
day, we made catapults and fired them at the teachers for revenge. After that, we made aqueducts to move water about, like 
the Romans did, and this was the end of our trip. For the night times we were sleeping in bunk beds in rooms with our friends, 
it was very exciting and we did a lot of talking until the teachers told us we had to be quiet! Thank you to our teachers for taking 
us and making it such a good trip. We had so much fun!!!                                                                  Archie & Jenson, 4DI

Harmony Woods Report 
On Friday 19th November, we went to Harmony Woods. We waited for the coaches to pick us up and, after they
came, we got on and after a short time we were at Harmony Woods and ready to plant trees! There were two 
groups. One group would plant trees first, like me, and the other group would find trees in the tree hunt first. I 
planted a tree with Klay and our number tree was 0232 and our tree type was beech. After that we went hunting
for different trees but, before that, we had a snack. When we were hunting for trees, we also had a volunteer with us who was helping 
us and, for some reason, we won! After all that fun, sadly we had to leave. So I got in the coach and it started to move and we left to 
go back to school. When we got back, we had some yummy lunch and did the rest of our learning. Eli, 3AW 


