
PORTWAY  PRESS
Issue 795                                              10th November 2021

Unfortunately we have seen a surge in positive cases since returning from the ½ term break. I had hoped that the week 
away from school would help to reduce cases, but this does not appear to have happened. In addition to 15 pupils with a 
positive test result since ½ term, we also have 2 more staff with positive results. As we reached a certain threshold, we 
involved Public Health England (PHE) and the team at Hampshire County Council (HCC). They confirmed that the 
measures we have in place are correct but, if we see numbers increasing over the coming 2 weeks, then we will need to 
review the measures with them again. We are trying not to let it affect the routines in school but we need to be mindful 
and do everything we can to protect our core work. The last thing we want is to send groups of children home, as this has 
a significant effect on them (and on their family members, of course).
Apologies for repeating myself, but it would be very 
helpful if everyone can watch out for symptoms at home 
and get a PCR test if any appear. We will continue to 
email parents when there is a case in their child’s class, 
or if they have come into contact with a member of staff 
who has subsequently tested positive. Test & Trace 
strongly recommend that any child who is a close contact 
with a positive case should get a PCR test at one of the 
special centres, which can be booked online. 
Lateral Flow Tests (LFTs) are useful to identify asymptomatic cases but are less accurate than a PCR test. We need to 
work together to try and minimise the disruption but we have to be aware this might continue for a while.  
We did have some good news this week as we have just received some CO2 monitors from the government; these were 
promised back in August. We will start to use them to identify where ventilation is poor and hopefully this will help to 
continue to reduce the spread of infection over the coming months.  Mr D

Dress Down Day Reminders: 
PTA Penny Wars Winners - Year 6: As you probably heard, Year 6 won the PTA Penny Wars - the reward is their 
own dress down this Friday (12th November). Children in Year 6 may come to school without uniform for the day!
Your Time to Shine - Friday 19th November As part of our work to encourage pupils to remember to ‘Be Bright, 
Be Seen’ at this time of year, we are going to have a ‘Your Time to Shine’ dress down day on Friday 19th 
November. We are inviting pupils to come to school in their brightest or reflective clothes or accessories possible. 
There is no charge for this dress-down day - it is designed to raise awareness of being seen as the evenings get 
darker. 

Portway PTA Christmas Balloon Race
 The Portway PTA is hosting its first ever CHRISTMAS virtual balloon race! How does it work? It is very easy!

Visit www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA & click on ‘Buy a Balloon’
You can customise your balloon with a name, colour and message!

Balloons cost £3 each-and you can buy as many as you like!
The balloons will be launched at 12:00 noon on 

Tuesday 8th December 2021
The race will run for one week, during which time you will be able to log on 

and check the progress of your balloon and watch the leaderboard.
The race will end at 12:00 noon on Tuesday 15th of December 2021

This competition is open to everyone so why not challenge your friends, neighbours and family to a little eco-friendly balloon race 
competition? Prizes will be awarded to the winners!

To register and buy your balloons, simply visit: www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA
If possible, could everyone consider purchasing the balloons through PayPal (no need to have an account) as the fee is 

considerably less, which means we get more money per balloon! Many Thanks.

Christmas Events Given the current situation, Christmas will again be slightly different from normal and we will 
retain our cautious approach given the high number of COVID cases we are experiencing. Our in-school plans 
have not been completely finalised yet but we are planning a virtual carol service (so that parents can still be 
involved), Christmas lunch/dressing up day and an online pantomime! More details and confirmed dates coming 
shortly. We have been asked about pupils bringing in Christmas cards and we think we can make it work. Cards 
can be brought into school from Monday 29th November and each year group will have a post box and volunteers 
will sort them and distribute them.
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Dates for the Diary
Thursday 11th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Friday 12th Nov Year 6 Dress Down Day (Penny Wars)
Friday 19th Nov ‘Your Time to Shine’ Dress Down Day
Friday 19th Nov Year 3 to Harmony Woods
Wednesday 24th Nov Year 4 Residential to Hooke Court
Monday 29th Nov Christmas Card post boxes open!
Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break

adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk  Office telephone: 01264 352060  Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 (4:00 on Fri)
Messages can be left on the answerphone outside of these times (or at any other time)

Poppy Appeal 2021 Poppies are available for children to buy at breaktime every day. It would be useful if any 
poppy money is brought to school in an envelope clearly marked with child’s name and ‘Poppy Money’. We 
have suggested a minimum of 50p donation. As usual on Thursday 11th November, we shall be gathering 
together to mark the 2 minute silence.

Christmas Gifts - Video Games Age Restrictions (& Buy A Book for Christmas )
Although it may seem a little early, we are sure that thoughts are turning towards the festive period.  As we approach 
Christmas we would urge families to consider a couple of things if purchasing presents for children (We have already had 
a word with Father Christmas about the gifts that he brings!) 

Many video games are entirely appropriate for primary-aged children, but there are some that are clearly not and can have 
some very mature themes. It is clearly not appropriate for primary-aged children to play, or to watch others playing, games 
rated 14 or 16. Any games rated as an 18 are also only appropriate for adults as they contain content that is very 
unsuitable for children, including extreme and intense violence, strong sexual content, inappropriate language and use of 
drugs and alcohol. Please don’t buy these games for primary-aged children and remind others not to as well.

We would also urge all parents & carers (and Grandmas, Uncles, friends!) to consider buying a book for children this 
Christmas. We believe that every child should receive at least one book at Christmas as it is a great present. There are lots 
of excellent books around so have a browse!

Reminder for Year 3 - Tree Planting at Harmony Woods on Friday 19th November The children will 
travel on a coach or a minibus.  We will leave school just after 9:00 and return to school in time for lunch 
at 12:00. We will be outside whatever the weather so please ensure that your child has a warm and 
waterproof coat, Wellington boots or other sturdy boots and hat and scarf if it looks like it will be cold. 
They are welcome to come in their ‘Time to Shine’ clothes but just make sure they have a good coat, etc 
plus wellies or similar. A named water bottle and pocket sized snack will also be useful.

Norman Gate School Outreach Training
Supporting Your Child with Autism at Home (Virtual)
7th December 2021    12:30 – 2:30 pm via Zoom    FREE OF CHARGE

The workshop is designed specifically with parents in mind. The 
introductory course will provide an insight into Autism. The aim is 
to provide a range of practical strategies to support a child in the 
home environment. 

To sign up please register at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-workshop-for-parents-supporting-y
our-child-with-autism-at-home-tickets-193510624487

Once you have signed up you will receive an email with the zoom link. 
Any questions please email outreach@normangate.hants.sch.uk

Friday 4th March 2022 Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June 2022 Day Closures
Thurs 21st July 1:15 End of School Year

2021 PTA Pumpkin 
Patch Winners

Year 3: 3AW-Chloe S 
             3KT-Lexi H 
             3EC-Isabella WH
Year 4: 4MK-Darcie M         4CF-Bonnie M
             4CA- Lucy Clifford   4DI-Ollie W
Year 5: 5AM-Katie B 
             5MK-Hallie M  
             5HW -Minnie C
Year 6: 6EP-Amy D 
             6TC-Holly L 
             6JM-Summer C

Overall Winner: Lucy P (6JM)

Portway PTA News
PTA Portway Puddings  - Deadline TODAY (Wednesday 10th Nov) Today is the last day for 
orders. The form plus cash, should be sent in to either school office by the end of today. The 
details are also on our website at 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/psa-news

PTA Penny Wars This went really well again. Thank you to everyone who brought in coins. We 
managed to raise almost £510 between the two schools - which is amazing! Well done all!

mailto:adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-workshop-for-parents-supporting-your-child-with-autism-at-home-tickets-193510624487
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-workshop-for-parents-supporting-your-child-with-autism-at-home-tickets-193510624487
mailto:outreach@normangate.hants.sch.uk
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/psa-news

