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Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

COVID Update - Guidance from Monday 19th July (next week)
It has been quite a busy few days with several positive COVID cases affecting our school. It is such a shame as we had gone 
over 6 months without a positive case, but nearly all local schools have been affected over the past couple of weeks so 
perhaps it was inevitable. With 3 classes at the juniors being directly affected and quite a few other pupils having to isolate, 
we have moved back to using Google Classroom for these children. In addition to the staff affected directly, we have had 
others who have been ‘tracked and traced’ from outside of the school and it has meant we have had 15 members of staff 
isolating for various lengths of time. This not only includes classroom-based staff but has also affected the admin office and 
the site teams. Once again it has reminded me what an amazing and flexible group of staff we have in school and we have 
covered almost everything - well we think so! As you will imagine, it has been a huge challenge. Can I urge everyone to be as 
cautious as possible and please get pupils & family members tested as soon as they show any symptoms at all. Our aim 
must be to do our very best to prevent the number of cases increasing, causing the need for further isolations.

Regarding next week and the 19th July announcement, we have been strongly advised by the local director of public health 
and also Hampshire County Council to retain all current measures. They have said: 

“We strongly believe it would be prudent to keep bubbles intact until the end of term.”  
The guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) was also clear in their recent update. 

“If your school is still open at step 4 (19/7/21) you may wish to continue with all measures until the end of term.”

It will still be the case that all contacts with positive cases will have to isolate next week and into the summer holiday, 
although the good news is that from 16th August a new system will be introduced where children who are close contacts of a 
positive case can remain in school if they have a negative PCR test result. Until that date the guidance is very clear that 
self-isolation remains in place as the main strategy to decrease transmission within schools. If we relax in schools during the 
last week of term, we fear that this will lead to a larger number of pupils having to isolate, especially considering our recent 
experiences. The last thing we want is for pupils and staff to have to isolate for the last few days of school or the first couple 
of weeks of the holiday.

Therefore nothing will be changing at our school next week with all measures being maintained, so hopefully we can 
minimise any impact of further positive cases. Although the rules on mask wearing are changing, we are asking 
parents/visitors to continue to wear masks whilst on site for the last week of term. In school, staff will still be wearing them in 
all communal areas, as we have done for several months. The cases locally are high and it is crucial we try to prevent cases 
increasing in school.

I hope everyone can understand why we are not making any changes next week. It has been a challenging few days and we 
are hoping we can have all our pupils in school for the last days of this school year. 

As you are probably aware, the theme of kindness is something I regularly discuss with pupils and is really important to me. 
This week I have been totally overwhelmed by the supportive and kind comments we have received from parents and I want 
to say they mean a huge amount and have really helped. This is especially heart-warming from parents who have their child 
isolating for several days, causing them huge inconveniences with home, work, etc. We will do our very best to support those 
pupils working from home in the coming days. We are still working on plans for September but are just waiting for final 
guidance from the Department for Education.         Mr D

End of term arrangements - Step Up We are still hoping that it will be possible for pupils to meet their new class teachers next week, 
although the current surge in positive cases has made us consider our plans carefully. If we cannot meet in the classroom as we originally 
planned, then we will arrange for pupils to meet their new teacher for a shorter time out on the field, but spaced out and still in their current 
bubbles. Obviously we want to limit children mixing too much just in case we have more positive cases. We will make a final decision about 
how it will work early next week.  We’ll be working with the infant school with this decision for the Year 2 children joining us in September. 
On Friday all parents will be sent the name of their child’s new class for September and the school website will have some short videos of 
staff introducing themselves, which will be available for everyone to view.

Reports As we said previously, reports will be sent home on Friday except for those classes currently isolating, who will get them on the 
day they return to school. If individuals are isolating until the end of term, we will arrange for the report to be sent home.

Year 6 Virtual Graduations Next Week As we are unable to do our usual graduation ceremony for Year 6, we are planning virtual 
graduations. We will have 3 ceremonies and children in school will take part in these. However, we will invite children who are at home and 
parents/carers to join us via Zoom! All 3 graduations (1 per class) will take place on Tuesday 20th July.  6JM (Miss Morrison’s class) will 
have their ceremony at 9:30. Mrs Christy’s class (6TC) will be at 11:30 and 6MK (Mr Keeble) will be at 1:30. We sent a letter to Year 6 
parents and carers earlier this week with all of the details and the Zoom link, so please make sure you have seen it and let us know if you 
have not received it.



Hi! I’m Mr. Crocker and I am so excited to be joining Portway Junior in September. I really enjoy 
spending quality time with my family, especially my new puppy! I like watching football and have 
lots of fun with my friends whilst doing so. I also love going on walks in the woods and taking time 
to be a little closer to nature. I can’t wait to get started in September, please come and say hello if 
you see me around the school! 

Hi! I'm Miss Turner, and I am so excited to be joining the Portway Junior School team in 
September. I have always loved to read, (I'm a huge Harry Potter fan amongst other things!) and I 
enjoy listening to audio-books. I also like to get out and about and explore new places, especially 
along the British coastlines and discovering old or ruined castles - there's so much history out 
there! I can't wait to meet you all in the new school year, please do say hello if you spot me 
around the school. See you soon!

Welcome to some of the new staff joining us in September

The Summer Reading Challenge, which starts on Saturday 3 July, is a great way to grow your love of books or 
keep reading skills sharp over the holiday. This year’s challenge has a very exciting nature theme called ‘Wild 
World Heroes’ – perfect for summer!. To complete the Summer Reading Challenge, you’ll need to read six books 
over the summer. But whether it’s a storybook you read yourself, a bedtime story you share with your family, or 
an audiobook you listen to in the car – it all counts towards your six-book challenge. If you’re not sure what to 
read first, you can find book recommendations and reviews on the Kids’ Zone.

You can now sign up to the Summer Reading Challenge and you will need to know your Hampshire library 
membership number to join. Don’t worry if you aren’t a member yet, it’s completely free and you can join online 
or by visiting your local library. If you’ve forgotten your number, you can get an email reminder.

More details at

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone/more-fun/join-src

Dates for the Diary
Tuesday 20th July Year 6 Virtual Graduations (6JM 9:30AM - 6TC 11:30AM - 6MK 1:30PM)
Wednesday 21st July Potential Step Up’ morning for years 2-5 (to be confirmed)
Thursday 22nd July Year 6 Trip to Paultons Park
Friday 23rd July Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15)

Early Dates for next Academic year
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures
Monday 6th Sept Autumn term starts for all children
Friday 4th March 2022 Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June 2022 Day Closures

Ends 18th September

https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/jointhelibrary
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/libraryfinder
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/find-your-pin
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone/more-fun/join-src

