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Christmas Dressing-Up & Christmas Dinner (Thursday) We are looking forward to a Christmassy dress down day 
tomorrow, which includes our Christmas dinner. For dress down day pupils can wear as much or as little Christmas clothes 
or accessories as they like. Please don’t go and buy a special Christmas jumper if you haven’t got one. A normal jumper 
with some tinsel can work just as well or you can be as creative as you like! (On Friday pupils do not have to wear uniform 
either, if this is easier for parents.) Please remember that the last day for posting Christmas cards in school is tomorrow 
(Thursday) and school finishes on Friday 17th December at 1:15. 

This is the last Portway Press of the term and, as usual, it’s been a very busy time of the year. The start of September seems a very long 
time ago! The term has presented challenges but we have been very proud of the way we have overcome these as a school community. 
We are very lucky to have a fabulous staff team and a supportive community of parents and friends. We’d like to thank you all for your 
support during this very unusual term - the messages have meant a huge amount to staff. This week has unfortunately seen a rise in 
COVID cases within the school, although no omicron variant as far as we are aware. As any new COVID-19 cases will now mean pupils 
or staff isolating on Christmas Day, we ask that everyone is very cautious and get tested as soon as possible if your child has been in 
contact with a case or has any symptoms, however mild. Hopefully we can work together to prevent this happening for any of our 
families.Obviously we have no idea what will happen over the Christmas break but hopefully the renewed push on booster vaccinations 
will have a positive impact. It is certainly needed as we have now had over 25% of pupils with COVID-19 since we returned in 
September. Together with nearly 20% of staff having caught the virus, there have been times when it was quite a challenge to just to 
keep the school open for as many pupils as possible. On the back of the newsletter we have copied the new rules about taking LFTs 
daily for 7 days after close contact with a positive case. As far as we are aware, this is also for children aged 11 and under, which is a 
change from previous advice. Whatever happens in January, and I can assure you we have no more information than you, I do know we 
will continue to work together in the best interests of our pupils. 

Staff: As we finish term later this week we are saying goodbye to some staff as they move on to new adventures. We would like to wish 
Mrs Pitman, Mrs Cook and Mr Clark all the very best. We really appreciate all they have done for the school whilst they have been with 
us; they have been amazing and it has been an honour to work with them all.

“Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before!
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn’t come from a store?

What if Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more?”  Dr Zeus.

Online Carol Service We have produced an online Carol Service which we shared today as a school community. It hasn’t 
been the same as meeting altogether in the hall, but it was nice to gather and remember the meaning of Christmas. We 
were able to be joined by Rev Alex Randell-Bissell, vicar of St Thomas’ and some of the parishes in the surrounding area, 
and we enjoyed his Christmas talk as usual. Producing an online service has taken a bit more effort this year and we 
would like to say a big thank you to our staff and pupils for their contributions to this. Our thanks also go to Miss Windross 
and Mrs Christy for their organisation of all of us and then putting it all together! We will send it home via an email so it can 
be viewed at home.

On behalf of everybody at the school we wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year!

Reading Advent Calendar  Thank you for the messages about enjoying our reading calendar, which will run right through 
the holidays until Christmas Eve (some days there will be more than 1 chapter as there are 33 in total.)  Every day there is 
a new chapter or 2 being read by a different member of staff. Please see your child's Google Classroom for all of the 
chapters (you can catch up on previous chapters as well!) You will need to be logged into Google Classroom using your 
child’s own login to access this - logins are in the front of children’s diaries. 



Dates for the Diary
Fri 17th Dec 1:15pm School Closes for Christmas Tues 4th Jan  Spring Term Begins

Be Safe Online at Christmas
If Christmas presents are linked to the internet, then it is a good idea to 
get them set up properly before being used. The Internet Matters website 
is a great resource and they have lots of advice about what might be 
age-appropriate but also how to set up devices safely. It covers phone 
and games consoles, as well as tablets and computers. 

Find it all at:
https://www.internetmatters.org

Year 6 Swimming: We were lucky enough to spend the last few Wednesdays at the leisure centre for year 6 
swimming. The awesome instructors made us feel like we could achieve anything in the water! The lessons 
really helped our swimming techniques and lots of pupils who could not swim at all have now started to swim! 
Those who were confident swimmers were encouraged to get even better, including things like treading 
water and sculling. We really enjoyed the sessions and we would recommend Andover Leisure Centre - it 
has 2 great pools and lots of other facilities.                                              By Newton H & Megan W 

Connect 4 Families - Family Fun Days
18th - 21st December

C4F free family fun days at Harrow Way School start 
this weekend and include Christmas Craft making, 
Make, Take and Bake, Entertainers and of course not to 
be missed Christmas Panto - All is Free, everyone 
welcome! There are still spaces get  booking at 
www.connect4.org.uk or see flyer coming home today.

Can you help Year 5?
Year 5 will be learning to make videos next term. If anyone 
has any old technology that they no longer need/want we 
would love to take items off your hands. Examples are 
dictation machines and cassette tape video recorders - 
basically any machines that record sound and have an 
on/off button! Many thanks. 

Year 4 Ukulele Fun! 
This term Year 4 have all been learning the ukulele with Mr Goodeve from the Hampshire Music 
Service. At the beginning of term we didn’t know very much and now we can all play several 
chords - and we can play very well! We learnt lots of songs including ‘You are my Sunshine’, ‘We 
will Rock You’ and ‘Smoke on the Water’ (this was Mr Deery’s favourite!) For the next group 
learning ukulele next term – this is very fun and enjoyable and much easier than you think! As we 
could not invite parents in we have made a video and shared in all Year 4 Google Classrooms. 
(Remember you need to log in on your child's Google Classroom account in order to access this!)

By Riya M & Daniel A 

Christmas PTA Events!
Christmas Raffle, Balloon Race & PTA Puddings: Thank you to everyone who supported the PTA with the Christmas activities and 
events. Details of winners, etc after Christmas. Once again thank you to our amazing PTA - they are the best!

Update Daily testing for contacts of COVID-19
You will have probably seen this in the media but just in case! The 2 bullet points below is what we received from the 
Department for Education:
● From Tuesday 14 December, a new national approach to daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 is being introduced (including 

until the end of this term). All vaccinated adults and children aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, identified as a contact of 
someone with COVID-19 – whether Omicron or not – should take a lateral flow device (LFD) test every day for 7 days instead of 
self-isolating. Daily testing by close contacts will help to slow the spread of COVID-19.

● Once notified by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact, all eligible staff, pupils and students should take an LFD each day for 
7 days and report the results through the Online Reporting System. If they test negative, they can continue to attend their 
education setting. This approach should also be adopted over the winter break and on return in January.

Our experience is that track and trace rarely follow up on close contacts of children and, despite our high numbers of 
positive cases, we have never had any contact from NHS Track and Trace this term.  This seems very odd but we will 
continue to let parents know when there is a case in their child’s class so that you are aware and can make a decision 
about whether to take a LFT every day for 7 days.

https://www.internetmatters.org
http://www.connect4.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=13%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19

