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COVID-19 Update
Unfortunately we have had several COVID-19 cases this week in school. As I am writing this we have had 6 
pupils testing positive since last Wednesday and 1 member of staff. We have also had several members of 
staff who have been tracked and traced and are waiting for PCR results. We have continued our policy of 
letting parents know if there has been a case in  their child’s class and have also let anyone else know if we 
believe they are close contacts.  It backs up our plan to be fairly cautious at the moment and our main aim 
must be to do everything we can to avoid disrupting the education for pupils. The last thing we want is to have 
to isolate whole classes like last term as we know this has a real impact on pupils - both socially and 
academically. 
We are continuing to mitigate the risk of spreading the virus including keep rooms as ventilated as possible, 
reducing the mixing we have around the school and retaining the focus on handwashing.  We have already 
spoken to Public Health this week and they have assured us that we are doing all of the right things. If cases 
do increase further then we may have to contact them again to discuss further measures but hopefully this 
won’t be needed. 
Thank you to you all for continuing to keep a close eye on COVID-19 symptoms and, if they are spotted, 
isolating and getting a test as soon as possible. Also if anyone has a positive LFT test then they should isolate 
and get a PCR test. I had to have a PCR test earlier in the week and I was able to get a local appointment 
very quickly, which is encouraging. Obviously if the PCR is negative, and they are well enough to be in school, 
children can return to school straight away.
Uniform 
We have had a couple of queries about uniform, mainly from Year 3 parents. Last term we surveyed the 
parents about what to do regarding uniform after we had introduced a temporary ’relaxed/active uniform’ code 
during the pandemic. Over 85% of parents agreed that we should keep the ‘the same rules for the 2021-22 
academic year and then review next summer’. Apologies if this was confusing for year 3 parents as this is a 
little different from Portway Infants (and we also forgot to update the website!). All of the details can be found 
on our website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uniform

Mr D

Year 6 Calshot Residential - January 2022
We are delighted that year 6 residential will be going ahead after 
missing a year. We hope to send out all of the details to year 6 
parents later this week and the information will also be uploaded to  
the school website at:

www.portwayjunior.co.uk/calshot-residential

In the event of the trip being cancelled due to COVID-19 then 
everyone would get a full refund but we are obviously hoping this 
will not be the case.
The trip will concentrate on various outdoor and adventurous 
activities. The programme is finalised nearer the time but will be 
very similar to previous years. It will include abseiling, 2 climbing 
sessions, 3 dry-slope skiing sessions, problem-solving activities, 
high ropes, archery and much more! We believe that the visit helps 
to develop life skills such as problem solving and decision-making 
as well as recognise team achievement and promoting 
supportiveness and tolerance. On past experience it is also a lot of 
fun!
If you have any questions then please contact the school office 
and someone will get back to you.

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uniform
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/calshot-residential-2016


Dates for the Diary
Monday 20th Sept Year 6 Bikeability Week
Wednesday 22nd Sept Year 5 Swimming Sessions Start
Monday 25th Oct ½ Term Week
Wednesday 3rd Nov Year 6 Swimming Sessions start
Wednesday 3rd Nov 3:30-7:00 Parent Consultations
Tuesday 9th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Thursday 11th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break

Friday 4th March 2022 Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June 2022 Day Closures

Year 6 Bikeability Week
20th - 24th September

Next week is the Year 6 Bikeability week. 
Bikeability runs each year at this time for our 
pupils in Year 6. Each class will have a 
session every day throughout the week and 
will need to have their bicycles and helmets in 
school every day. 
If your child would like to bring their bike to 
school on Monday 20th and leave it in school 
for the week, they may do so. Bikes will be 
stored in the school garden and the gate will 
be locked each night; however you may wish 
to provide your own bike lock for extra 
security. If children take their bikes home 
each day, they must walk them into and off of 
school premises; pupils are not allowed to 
ride bikes when they are in the school 
grounds.  

As we mentioned on a Portway Press back in June. This is a 
new not-for-profit community choir for the children of Andover 
and the surrounding villages. It is being run by a singing 
teacher and choral director working at Farleigh School. They 
have enhanced DBS checks and full safeguarding training and 
are also first aid trained. To register email 
clareoliver.ayc@gmail.com 

Class /Year Group Coffee Mornings & Parent 
Consultations

Many thanks to everyone who came to one of the class 
coffee mornings over the past week. They were really 
popular and was a great way for staff to meet some  
parents. Remember we have also published ‘Start the Year’ 
videos for each year group, which introduce staff and tell 
parents a little about routines, etc. They can be found on our 
website at:

www.portwayjunior.co.uk/start-the-year-meetings

We have provisionally booked parent consultations for later 
this term and the dates are in the diary section. Last term in 
our parent survey, 73% of parents wanted to retain virtual 
consultations and 9% were unsure. We think we’ll have a 
‘mixed approach’ to support all parents but we have not 
made any final decision yet and will depend on the 
COVID-19 situation nearer the time.

Can all parents be aware of Year 
6 Bikeability next week. It will 
mean lots more bicycles in and, 
more importantly, around the 
school.

mailto:clareoliver.ayc@gmail.com
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/start-the-year-meetings

