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Wellbeing: Friendly February continues and the daily suggestions for the rest of this week are above. I know that I 
have particularly appreciated the suggestions that are given here! Clicking on the image below will take you directly 
to the full calendar for February where you’ll be able to see the suggestions for half term too. 

COVID: We are beginning to hope that we are over the worst of our recent covid spike and we have the vast majority 
of pupils and staff back. It is good to have everyone healthy and able to enjoy being back in school! Unfortunately Mr 
Deery is still unwell and not back at school yet. We’re sure that you will join with us in sending him our very best 
wishes for a speedy recovery. He is looking forward to being back with us as soon as he can. 
Thank you to everyone for keeping a close eye on symptoms and for being vigilant and testing when needed. We 
hope that this will be our new pattern in moving forward but will, of course, continue to keep you informed. After the 
half term, if we have maintained this, we will review our covid measures with our infant colleagues and let you know of 
any changes and new routines. We will however keep our focus on thorough handwashing, good hygiene and well 
ventilated rooms as these practices help minimise all bugs and germs, not just the covid ones! 

Parent Consultation Evenings: Our Parent Consultation Evenings are Thursday 3rd March (3:30-7:00) and Friday 
4th March (9:00-4:00). Please note that Friday 4th March is an INSET day and children will not be at school. The 
meetings will take place via SchoolCloud, as we have got used to doing. If you do not have the access to technology 
needed, please let the school admin team know and they will arrange a telephone call with you. On Thursday 3rd 
March, children will bring home copies of two pieces of work they are proud of and these will be used to discuss 
progress so far and targets for the remainder of the school year. Children are encouraged to attend the appointment 
with you so they can also be part of the discussion about their progress. If your child is on the SEN register, their 
Support Plan will be updated to share and discuss with you during this meeting. If you would like further conversation 
and/or a video meeting with Mrs Norton (SENCO), please contact her directly. Booking for parent consultations will 
open on Friday at 7pm and you will receive an email that will enable you to do this. If you need reminding about using 
SchoolCloud, or are new to this, then please click the following link which will take you to a very informative help 
page: SchoolCloud Parent Support Page  Miss Windross 

Dates: World Book Day - 3rd March - children can dress up in a costume of a book character or, as books are a good part of a 
bedtime routine, pyjamas/onesies can also be worn. There’ll be a World Book Day dinner too - details to follow 
 Parent Consultations - Thursday 3rd March 3:30-7:00 

  Friday 4th March 9:00-4:00 (Day Closure for all pupils) 
Pancake Breakfast - for a small fee, the PTA are offering families a pancake breakfast on March 1st. 
More details are overleaf.

Sleep Week: This week has seen us have a focus on the importance of a good night’s sleep. In our assemblies we 
have looked at how switching off all screens and TVs, for at least an hour before bed, vastly improves our ability to 
sleep well, and the importance of a good bedtime routine. Stories are often a good way to get ready to sleep and 
some of our staff have recorded readings of Esio Trot, these are available for all pupils to access, on Google 
Classroom, as part of a bedtime routine. We have also learnt how sleeping well helps us to learn better - whilst we 
are asleep our brains use our time asleep to transfer our learning from our short term memory (which is like a post it 
note) to our long term memory (which is like a library). Our sleep assembly is available to look at on our website, just 
click Portway Sleep Assembly. Gemma Sacree, our Family Support Worker, is also available to support children and 
families in developing routines for good quality sleep. There is more about her role, including how to contact her on 
our website, or click: contact Family Support Worker. For children in both the infant and junior schools, Sleep Week 
will culminate in a pyjama day on Friday 18th February and children can wear pyjamas or onesies to school if they 
would like to. If children prefer not to wear pyjamas, then their usual school uniform is fine. 

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call
https://actionforhappiness.org/sites/default/files/calendar_download/images/Feb%202022.jpg
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being/the-importance-of-a-good-night-s-sleep
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being/family-support-worker


BIRDS OF PREY IN YEAR 6 
On Monday, a man came to our school and he had many types of Birds Of Prey including Siberian Eagle Owl 
and the amazing Kookaburra. He showed us their appearance and facial features. The biggest of the birds was 
called Ronnie and he was a Chilean Blue Buzzard eagle. He is 3 years old and carnivorous. The smallest bird 
was called Gizmo and he was a Sundau owl. He was 13 and came from a place called Malaysia. In my opinion 
he was the cutest. Next, Billy was a Harris Hawk - he was of medium size but mostly muscle. Damian was a 
mixed breed of a Peregrine Falcon and a Gyrfalcon hybrid. He was found in the south UK and is carnivorous. 
After this we met  a tawny owl called George and he is a carnivorous owl from the UK. Next was the Siberian Eagle Owl called 
Molly she was found in Siberia and is 3 and also carnivorous. Finally the Kookaburra was a 6JM favourite, mostly because of its 
hilarious laugh.  We loved it and hope he can come back and do it all over again.                                       Matthew & Hania, 6JM 

                                               

The national Eat Them to Defeat Them campaign starts again on 
Monday February 28th. The statistics from this national campaign say that 89% children don’t eat 
enough vegetables as part of their daily diet and 29% eat only one portion per day. There is a new 
campaign advert which will be on our screens shortly and will involve a number of famous celebrities 
as the ‘Voices of Vegetables’ - will you be able to guess the celebrity? The week of the 28th kicks off 
with the mighty carrot! 

How do you eat yours?! 

Eat Them to Defeat Them! 

Portway Junior’s Platinum Jubilee 
2022 is Portway Junior’s Platinum Jubilee, just like the Queen’s. This is the one and only year to celebrate and the 

School Council have been talking with pupils and staff throughout the school about what we can do to mark this 
momentous occasion in our school calendar. 

We have our first exciting idea to share with you. Please see the details below: 

Portway’s Jubilee T-Shirt Competition
We invite you to design a 70th edition of the 

Portway logo. 
The winning logo will be turned into a graphic design and 
printed onto t-shirts to mark 70 years of Portway Junior 

School. 
The t-shirts can then be bought by pupils, families and staff to raise funds for our brilliant school. 
Of course the t-shirts can also be worn throughout the summer  term as a celebration of our 
Platinum Jubilee Year! 

We want you to get your creative juices flowing and come up with something truly striking and 
original. The competition rules are as follows: 
Your design must: 

● Be simple enough to work on small and large scales, in black and white and in colour 
● Include the drawing of the Portway Cartwheel 
● Be relevant to the life of Portway Junior School 
● Not feature any likeness of Mr Deery, or any other member of staff (or pupil) 

Deadline for designs is: Monday March 7th. 
Designs can be drawn on plain paper and completed in pen, pencil, crayon, paints or felt tip pens. 
They must be handed to class teachers and must have your full name and class name on the 
back. 
We look forward to seeing what you’ll design! Portway Junior School’s Council. 




