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PTA NEWS! The PTA have been very busy and are planning some future events. The Spring Fling flyers were 
sent home earlier in the week but some of the details are on this newsletter.  We are VERY lucky to have such 
an amazing PTA and they work really hard  for our schools so please do everything you can to support them.

Ukraine Crisis Update The Community Centre at Picket Twenty were very grateful for our first lot of donations - we filled up two cars 
completely! Our items are being loaded onto a lorry at the end of this week and should be at the Polish/Ukraine border by Sunday when 
they’ll be distributed immediately - army veterans are making the deliveries which have so far been completely successful. 
There is still an urgent need for basic supplies for the people of Ukraine and we are continuing to gather donations until Friday 18th 
March. Children should bring any donations into school with them and we’ll collect them all together. (If parents need/want to drop 
anything off, then the side door of the school hall will be open on Friday 18th March from 8:15 until 9:00.) Of course, if you would rather 
make a financial contribution to the Disasters Emergency Committee, who are working in Ukraine, you can do so here and, if you tick the 
‘gift aid’ box (if you’re a taxpayer), you can add an extra £12.50 to your donation with no extra cost to you.  
There is a good website with some top tips for talking to your child about the events in Ukraine, which can be 
difficult. It can be found at 
www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/blog/top-tips-for-talking-to-your-young-person-about-the-events-in-ukraine/

We have seen a surge of positive COVID cases over 
the past 10 days and we have had 44 cases since we 
came back to school after ½ term. Luckily some of 
those children are now back in school but we still 
have 20 children/staff off at the moment. 

As we have said previously, we will let you know if your child’s class 
has 3, 5 and 10 cases, just so you can be extra vigilant, especially if 
visiting vulnerable family or friends. 

Spring Fling Dress Down Day
In order to support the PTA Spring Fling we are 
having a special Dress Down Day on Friday 25th 
March (NEXT WEEK!) The ‘fines’ for no uniform 
are: (to be brought in on Friday 25th) 

Years 3,5,6  - Bottles for Tombola
Years 4 - Chocolate Eggs

(Years R, 1, 2 - Sweets)

Spring Fling Raffle
Coming home today are some raffle tickets - the PTA would be 
grateful if you could sell the the tickets on our behalf. 
Please return, in the envelope provided, all stubs, monies 
collected and unused tickets to the Infant/Junior School Offices 
before Thursday 7th April.
 Additional tickets will be available at both school offices and 
during the Fair itself should you wish to buy/sell more.

There are some amazing hampers to be won including an Easter 
Chocolate & Treats hamper and an Easter craft hamper!

Thursday 7th April (penultimate day of term) 5-7 pm
The PTA Spring Fling will have lots of themed stalls & events (mostly in the 

outside area between the 2 schools). Put the date in your diary!

School Library Service Books: This Friday (18th March) we are having an audit of the books we 
borrow from the Hampshire’s School Library Service (SLS). We need all SLS books in school by Friday 
at the very latest please. (If pupils are in the middle of reading online then we will make sure it gets 
back to them.) The SLS books have either a blue SLS sticker or a white sticker, which says ‘Hampshire 
School Library Service’. (Books without either of these do not have to be returned.) Please could 
everyone could check at home, in school bags, etc to see if you have any of these books. 

Easter Egg Decorating Contest:  Simply purchase an egg for £1/each, decorate it in any way that you choose, and then return 
it to school by the morning of Wednesday 6th April. Prizes will be awarded within each school. Lots of prizes up for grabs, 
so get creative and have some fun! Please use the form sent out earlier in the week (if you have no printer then the details 
can be written on a piece of paper.) Quantities are limited so eggs will be distributed on a first come, first served basis. 
(When they’re gone, they’re gone!)

BUDGET DEADLINE
It just over 2 weeks until the end of the financial year and 
so we need any outstanding money paid asap, including 
any dinner money arrears. 
We also have a small number of parents who have not 
completed payment for Year 6 residential visit. This needs 
to be paid urgently. Many thanks.

We are very sad to know that one of our past pupils, Rosie Rickards, passed away recently. Rosie was an active member of our school throughout her 4 
years with us. She ran for election as class councillor, earned housepoints for Fire House and was an active member of the school’s Eco Team. Staff 
remember her as someone with a cheeky grin and quirky sense of humour! They remember her kindness and ability to chat to anyone (adult or child) about 
anything, she was welcoming and relentlessly cheerful.  We have sent our condolences to her family and several staff will be representing the school at 
Rosie’s funeral.

https://donation.dec.org.uk/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/blog/top-tips-for-talking-to-your-young-person-about-the-events-in-ukraine/


Key Dates 
Fri 18th March: Comic Relief Day
Fri 25th March: Dress Down Day for Spring Fling
Fri 1st April: PTA APRIL FOOL DAY OF MISRULE
Thur 7th April: 5:00-7:00 PTA Spring Fling
Fri 8th April: Last day of Term (normal 3:10 finish)
Mon 25th April: Summer Term begins!
Day Closures (school closed to pupils): Monday 6th & Tuesday 7th June

Portway’s Ukraine Appeal 
● Nappies 
● Baby food / powdered formula (first stage)
● Tissues 
● Wet wipes 
● Toothbrushes and toothpaste
● Torches  

Items can be brought into school by the children and taken to the hall. If you have any cardboard boxes or bags that can be 
used to store and transport these items, they would be gratefully received as well. Thank you

Comic Relief 
THIS Friday 

Red Nose Day is coming and whatever we do, 
however big or small, we can help people to 
live free from poverty, violence and 
discrimination. To raise awareness, and some 
funds for this work, we are planning a ‘Dress in 
Red and Bring a Joke to school’ day on Friday 
18th March. Suggested donations for this 
privilege are £1 and there will be a small prize 
for the best joke heard that day! Comic Relief 
is doing some great work across the country 
and worldwide. We hope be able to contribute 
to this - so dress in red and bring your best 
joke to school on the 18th! 

Musical Plants in Y6 
Recently Justin, who works with an organisation called Internal 
Gardens, came to show us something fascinating. We gathered a few 
houseplants from around the school and he showed us how they sing! 
Plants send signals to each other through the soil and use vibrations to 
communicate, this is their song. Sound is created when something 
vibrates and, with a special machine, we were able to pick up these 
vibrations - we could feel, see and hear the vibrations from the plants! 
By putting our finger in the soil, the plant can feel vibrations from us too 
and, with our interaction, we change their music. All living organisms 
are interconnected! We are writing a song using the emotive language 
we generated when hearing the plants beautiful song. Internal Gardens 
will layer our music with the music from the saplings planted at 
Harmony Woods and we’ll create something amazing!     Rose, 6TC

PTA APRIL FOOL DAY OF MISRULE! (Friday the 1st of April) After last year’s very successful event, we are inviting pupils to break the 
rules again! But beware, there is a fine of 50p for every rule you choose to break. You may break as many or as few as you like! They 
include -  NO crazy/coloured hair, You MUST wear school uniform, NO temporary tattoos, NO nail varnish, NO hats, NO make-up or face 
paint, NO odd socks or crazy tights, NO superhero capes, NO fancy dress &  NO football/rugby shirts.  Your fines (1 rule broken=50p, 2 
rules broken=£1, etc) should ideally be paid by scopay (see flyer for more details)

Year 6 2022 Dates: SATs Tests & Year 6 Graduation
Year 6 Graduation - Tuesday 19th July 1:30: The last 2 years this has been held virtually, which has been lovely, but we are 
hoping to return to having it in person at The Lights theatre again this year. The provisional date is Tuesday 19th July at 1:30. At 
the moment the ceremony is planned to start at about 1:30 and should finish by 2:35/2:45, when you will be able to collect your 
son/daughter from The Lights (we will bring back to school any child that cannot be collected – and hold on to any siblings left at 
school.) As usual, space is going to be very tight indeed and we will allocate 1 ticket per family of year 6 pupils and then hold a 
ballot for families who would like an extra ticket for the spare seats. (There are only 240 seats in the auditorium and this has to 
include all of the 96 year 6 children plus our staff). Other family members are welcome to join us in the foyer of The Lights after 
the main presentations for photos, etc at about 2:30.
Letters with further details, including the application for the ballot for extra tickets, will not be sent out until June but it would be a 
good idea to put the date in your diaries now.
Year 6 SATs Tests: After not taking place for 2 years, we have been told that the Year 6 SATs tests will take place in the week 
beginning Monday 9th May and finishing on Thursday 12th May.  It is very important that pupils are in school every day during this 
week. We will be offering a free breakfast to all year 6 pupils during the SATs week and a letter will come home nearer the time 
with an option to sign up.

● Dog and cat food (pouches or cans) 
● First aid items 
● Feminine hygiene products 
● Soap bars (also baby soap bars) 
● Batteries 

Eco Club Flower Seed Amnesty
Do you have any flower seed packets 
gathering dust from previous years? Did you 
collect seeds from your poppies, sunflowers or 
nasturtiums last year? Our newly reformed eco 
club is keen to improve insect and bird habitats 
around the school and would like to do some 
guerilla gardening. Please send any flower 
seeds you can spare into school with your 
child. They can leave them in the eco club 
folder outside 5HW. 
Thank you from the birds, the bees and our 
eco clubbers.

Some VW car keys with ‘garage tag’ have been handed in to the office. 
If you think they might be yours then please get in touch! The office 
phone number is 01264 352060 and is open 8:30-4:30 (4:00 on Friday) 
but the answer machine is available for messages 24 hours a day.



 

We are a small club of less than 200 members, but can boast 
several international athletes including Holly Mills (European U23 
heptathlon championship and Olympic hopeful).
Membership ranges from Year 5 upwards, meeting on Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings at our track at Charlton 
Lakes, off the West Portway Industrial Estate. We offer free 
'taster' sessions. 

More details/contact information visit:
https://andoverathleticsclub.com/

Dynamo Cricket- Andover

https://andoverathleticsclub.com/
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/Course/dae47d5c-2ac8-4685-a961-f692a10bfed8

