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Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

Dates for the Diary
Monday 21st June Class Photo Day
Friday 25th June Portway Climate Day & Dress Down for Andover Trees United
Friday 2nd July Day Closure (new date – following postponed day in February)
Monday 5th July Olympic Week at Portway (Sport/Art)
July (1 day per Year 5 class) Year 5 Coastal Trips (details coming soon!)
Monday 12th July               Year 3 to Harmony Woods this week 
Tuesday 20th July Year 6 Virtual Graduations - 6JM 9:30AM - 6TC 11:30AM - 6MK 1:30PM
Thursday 22nd July Year 6 Trip to Paulton’s Park
Friday 23rd July Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15)
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures
Monday 6th Sept Autumn term starts for all children

Class Photographs – Monday 21st June Next Monday are the annual class photographs. Obviously we need as many pupils here as 
possible on Monday

STOP PRESS: Year 3 parents should be receiving a letter shortly about an event on Friday 9th July. Please read and respond - thanks.

I am sure we all heard, or read about, the announcement from the Prime Minister on Monday evening. As we 
thought, schools have been told to keep all measures in place until another announcement on step 4 of the 
roadmap, but this is very likely to take us to almost the end of term. The update from the Department of 
Education (DfE) was very clear that measures in education settings must remain in place to help reduce 
transmission of the virus and are a key part of the strategy. In fact, I was chatting to a Hampshire secondary 
headteacher yesterday who has currently 8 or 9 positive cases this week (and was worried the number would 
escalate), causing huge disruption to learning within the school. Our aim, as always, is to minimise any risk of 
issues arising for us. So at the moment nothing changes but hopefully we can see some the light at the end of 
the tunnel. 
As I am writing this, the local secondary schools have just announced that, due to the DfE advice, the year 6 
secondary transition day on Tuesday 13th July will be cancelled. As I understand it, they will be offering some 
virtual events, similar to last year, and will be in contact. This also has some implications for us with our plan 
for the rest of our pupils spending a morning with their new teacher and class on the 13th, but we will take a 
few days to consider this and let you know. The DfE advice last night was clear about avoiding mixing bubbles 
and also not having large events where people will gather, both inside buildings and outside. Mr D

Forest Schools Year 3 have started using our new Forest School area during the last week and all classes will be having a 
session with Mr Stafford during this ½ term. On the day that a class has Forest Schools then we are happy for them to come 
into school wearing their ’Forest School clothes’. Provisional dates are below, although be please be aware they could 
change, due to weather or other challenges.

Year 4 - Thursday 1st July Year 5 - Friday 18th June Year 6 - Friday 25th June

2021-22 Day Closures We have agreed with Portway Infants, the day closures for the next academic year. We are 
delighted that, once again, we have managed to have the same dates to help parents with planning, etc.

Thursday/Friday 2nd & 3rd Sept (Autumn term for pupils starts Monday 6th September)
Friday 4th March
Monday/Tuesday 6th & 7th June

PTA News Another parent was a winner in the school lottery last week! To get involved see the flyer in the letters section of 
the website  www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-press/other-letters There is a bags2school collection this week - see the details 
below or the flyer coming home today. A great way to recycle items rather than throwing the away!

Bag 2 School Collection - This Week! (Bring in Friday or Monday) 
Good news for all of those out there that have had a clear out and have nowhere to donate them! The PTA has 
arranged to have a Bag 2 School collection on Monday 21st June. This gives you the opportunity to make space and 
raise money for the schools! We will be accepting donations starting this Friday. This will give you three opportunities 
to bring in your donations: Friday at drop off,  Friday at pick up & Monday morning. Simply bring in your donations in 
a bag and drop them off at the junior school hall. (The side doors will be open.) Please see the flyer going home 
today about what items they can accept. (It includes clothing, shoes, linen, towels & bedding) 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-press/other-letters


Year 6 Bikeability - September 2021 (Current Year 5 Cohort)
As you may know, each year we put all of the year 6 pupils in their final year through the 
Bikeability scheme. We believe it is an important part of keeping them safe and is very 
popular. Unfortunately the funding has been reduced but we have managed to secure 
the training for the children during year 6. This will take place during the week of Monday 
20th September and they will have about 7-8 hours of training throughout the week. We 
will send a note later this term but, as usual, we will ask that pupils bring in a bike and 
helmet for the week, although we can source a few spares for those pupils without bikes.
If your son or daughter struggles to ride a bike then the training is less useful so, if that is 
the case, it would be really helpful if they could start to learn to ride before 20th 
September, which is still about 3 months away. We can provide some training for 
non-riders during the week of 20th September but they miss out on some of the more 
advanced work.

Week 2 - started 14th June (Sweetcorn)
Week 3 - starts 21st June (Peppers)

Lots of children achieved their 3 stickers 
last week - helping to defeat the tomatoes! 
This week it is sweetcorn followed by 
peppers next week. The pack went home 
before ½ term and included a wall chart 
and stickers so children can track their 
progress.
More information can be found on the website at 

https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/

Year 4 Visit Hillier Gardens
We had a fantastic time last week at Hillier Gardens, near 
Romsey. We made nature curtains out of sticks, leaves, 
etc and we went on a walk and saw huge, towering 
eucalyptus trees and bamboo trees as well. 
A little later we went to the sensory garden, which is full of 
beautifully scented flowers and herbs, We stuck our 
favourite smells on caterpillar cards!
In the afternoon we went pond-dipping and caught lots of 
newts and pond skaters. Following this, we drew some of 
these creatures on large pieces of sugar paper.
The trip was lots of fun and it was lovely to have a school 
trip again! Hillier gardens is beautiful and we would 
recommend you go. Thank you to the staff for organising 
the day.

By Lilly-Mae J & Rose F (Year 4)

Forest School
Year 3 have had an amazing time at Forest School with Mr Stafford and Mr Staff.
Firstly, we all had to think of a Forest School name, to make it you had to take the 
first letter of your name and think of an animal that begins with that letter. Mr 
Stafford was Simon the Squirrel!
Then, we split into groups, one group did bug hunting and the other group made 
medals with their Forest School name on. To make the medals we needed to use 
a bow saw to cut a disc of wood. Then, we used a palm drill to make a hole in it 
but we needed to wear goggles and gloves to keep ourselves safe. After that, we 
chose a coloured ribbon to thread through the hole and we tied a knot in it. Then, 
we wrote our Forest School names on them and decorated them with bright 
colours.
We loved our time in Forest School! Before we left we spotted a pigeon's nest and 
all looked at it very quietly so that we didn't disturb the nesting birds. We hope we 
will be able to go again before the summer holidays.

By Oliver D and Libby M (Year 3)

https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/
https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/

