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COVID Update I wrote last week that we had a surge of cases after 
½ term and this has, unfortunately, continued over the past week with 
quite a few more pupil cases around the school plus 2 more members 
of staff receiving a positive test result. Since returning from ½ term we 
have had over 30 positive cases in school. After talking to public 
health officials, we have asked staff to wear a face covering when 
moving around the school and we are limiting visitors to essential 
ones only. Please can all parents consider wearing a mask when on 
the school site and also avoid getting within 2 metres of staff, where 
possible. We did ask whether we needed to close the school for a 
short period, but this is not recommended at this point. We are 
working with our cleaning company to provide some extra deep 
cleaning in areas of the school with the highest number of cases. 
These measures will continue until we see a decrease in cases. The 
good news is that the cases locally, although higher than national 
figures, have decreased a little so hopefully that trend will continue 
and have an impact on our school. 
I have spoken to several local headteachers in the last couple of days and we are not alone in having a surge of positive 
cases. We will continue to avoid pupils from different year groups mixing for more than a few minutes, including at break 
times/lunchtimes. We have not reintroduced whole school assemblies in person and this will remain in place for the 
foreseeable future.
As you are aware, there are also lots of bugs around at the moment and this is affecting staff in school as well. I can’t 
remember a time when so many staff have been ill or under the weather so early in the school year. So far we have been 
able to cover any staff absence through senior leaders, HLTAs and school direct students. This obviously has an impact 
on what we are doing in the school, and has been very challenging, but it keeps any upheaval to a minimum. 
Although it is getting colder, we are still being encouraged to keep some windows open as ventilation has a significant role 
in reducing the spread of covid. This means the classrooms can get quite cold so we would encourage pupils to come to 
school in layers, etc. Base layers, vests, etc. are a good way of keeping warm. Obviously we will need to balance the 
need to ventilate with the need to keep a comfortable and safe environment.           Mr D

Your Time to Shine - THIS Friday (19th November) ‘Your Time to Shine’ dress down day takes place 
this Friday. We are inviting pupils to come to school in their brightest or reflective clothes or accessories 
possible. (No uniform needed) There is no charge for this dress-down day - it is designed to raise 
awareness of being seen as the evenings get darker. 

             Portway PTA Christmas Events 2021
Christmas Balloon Race: Visit www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA & click on ‘Buy a Balloon’ 
Balloons cost £3 each-and you can buy as many as you like! The balloons will be launched at 
12:00 noon on Tuesday 8th December 2021 (The race will run for one week)

Bauble Competition: This is taking place shortly - watch out for the bauble order form and get 
them back asap. Last year they all looked amazing!

Christmas Raffle: Last year was very successful and we are doing it again this year. The raffle 
tickets are almost ready and will be sent home in the next few days. The prizes are a range of 
hampers and are amazing! They include hampers for children and ones for adults too.

Christmas Tree Donation Very kindly Nigel’s Woodman Trees are, once again, donating a large 
Christmas tree for our school – we hope to have it outside the main entrance to help spread the festive 
cheer! With this newsletter we have attached a flyer for their Christmas trees sales, which is based at the 
Weyhill Farm Shop.

http://www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA
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Dates for the Diary
Friday 19th Nov ‘Your Time to Shine’ Dress Down Day
Friday 19th Nov Year 3 to Harmony Woods
Wednesday 24th Nov Year 4 Residential to Hooke Court
Monday 29th Nov Christmas Card post boxes open!
Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break

Christmas at Portway Junior 2021 – Diary & Events
As we said last week, Christmas will look a little different in school this year, but we are looking at how we can still make it 
a special time. Some details below!

Christmas Cards: Cards can be brought into school from Monday 29th November. Each year group will 
have a post box & cards in their area, rather than one for the whole school.

Carol Service: As mentioned previously, we are going to record a carol service in school so that we can 
share with parents. It will obviously look very different than usual and we won’t be able to physically get the 
pupils together, but we will try and keep some of the key elements. We are planning to hold this in school on 
Wednesday and make it available to parents virtually.

Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up Day On Thursday 16th December it will be our Christmas dinner (more 
details will come out shortly) and Christmas dressing up day. For dress-up day pupils can wear as much or 
as little Christmas clothes or accessories as they like. Please don’t go and buy a special Christmas jumper if 
you haven’t got one. A normal jumper with some tinsel can work just as well or you can be as creative as 
you like! (On Friday 17th pupils do not have to wear uniform either, if this is easier for parents.)

Panto Comes to Portway (virtually!) Each class will be watching a panto at some point during the 
‘Christmas week’. It is a ‘live’ recorded professional performance of Aladdin. Our amazing PTA have paid for 
us to watch it! (Oh yes they have!)

Last Day The last day of term is Friday 17th December and, as you know, we always finish earlier on this 
day so will finish at 1:15. Pupils do not have to wear uniform.

Office Details:  adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk 
Office telephone: 01264 352060  Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 (4:00 on Fri)

Reminder for Year 3 - Tree Planting at Harmony Woods on Friday (19th November) The children will 
travel on a coach or a minibus.  We will leave school just after 9:00 and return to school in time for lunch 
at 12:00. We will be outside whatever the weather so please ensure that your child has a warm and 
waterproof coat, Wellington boots or other sturdy boots (please bring shoes to change into for the 
afternoon as it is likely to be quite muddy!) They are welcome to come in their ‘Time to Shine’ clothes 
but just make sure they have a good coat, etc plus wellies or similar. A named water bottle and pocket 
sized snack will also be useful.

Norman Gate School Outreach Training
Supporting Your Child with Autism at Home (Virtual)
7th December 2021    12:30 – 2:30 pm via Zoom    FREE OF CHARGE

The workshop is designed specifically with parents in mind. The aim is to provide a range of practical 
strategies to support a child in the home environment. To sign up please register at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-workshop-for-parents-supporting-your-child-with-autism-at-home-ticke
ts-193510624487

Once you have signed up you will receive an email with the zoom link. Any questions please email 
outreach@normangate.hants.sch.uk

Friday 4th March 2022 Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June 2022 Day Closures
Thurs 21st July 1:15 End of School Year

Tree Removal - Upper Drove We have been informed by Test Valley Borough Council that 
starting on Monday 22nd November (next week), a number of ash trees along Upper Drove & 
on the industrial estate, which are suffering from ash dieback disease, will be felled. The work 
is scheduled to last 3 weeks and is part of a large response planned to combat the effects of 
the disease. This may cause some issues around the school but TVBC have said they will do 
their best to avoid causing issues during the busy times at the start and end of the school day.

Please note that during the Year 4 residential next week, the office will be a little short of cover so please be patient and 
avoid contacting them, if at all possible.
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From 27th November 
till 23rd December

Nigel’s Woodmans Trees


