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Calshot This week sees the vast majority of Year 6, as well as a lot of staff, at Calshot Activity 
Centre for their week of adventure and fun. They are all having a marvellous time and have 
already participated in activities such as dry slope skiing, climbing, abseiling, a beach study 
and archery. Some groups have also been out doing a river study in the New Forest as well 
as learning to cycle in a velodrome. There are a couple of photos here but there are more that 
are being regularly updated on our website. Please check out www.portwayjunior.co.uk or our 
Twitter account (@portwayjunior) to see just some of the exciting things everyone has been 
getting up to. 

COVID: Thank you for your continued support with this. Unfortunately we have had several more cases for both 
pupils and staff over the last few days, which has given us some challenges for this week. It’s only by working 
together that we can do our best to keep cases to a minimum. 
Recently, the rules about the self-isolation period changed. From Monday 17th January, people who are 
self-isolating with Covid are able to reduce their isolation period after 5 full days if: 

● they test negative with a LFD test on both day 5 and day 6 
● and do not have a temperature. 

For example, if someone tests negative on the morning of day 5 and again on the morning of day 6, they can then 
return to school/college/work on day 6. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period 
and the second test must be taken on the following day. All test results must be reported to NHS Test and Trace. If 
either of these results is positive, self-isolation must continue until there are negative LFD test results on two 
consecutive days or until the full 10 days of isolation has been completed, whichever is earliest. 

Instagram & Social Media Once again we have been made aware of a number of pupils 
using Instagram and Facebook on their mobile phones or devices. The minimum age for 
Instagram is 13 so there should not be any pupils from Portway using it. There are some 
very mature images, etc that would not be suitable for this age group. It might be worth 
parents checking their son or daughter is not using it and discussing why it is not 
appropriate. There is lots of advice on the internet for parents about social media, including 
some links on our website. 

PTA News! PTA News ! PTA News!
Bags2School: The PTA have organised another collection and donations are 
accepted at the Infant's hall on Friday (21 January) before and after school and 
Monday 24th before school. You can fill any bag with any of the following items:
·  clothing, shoes, belts, soft toys, linen, curtains, towels, sheets -and much more 
Please note, they DO NOT accept:
· Duvets and blankets, pillows and cushions, school uniforms with and without logo
(check last Friday’s email for details)
The PTA gets paid for the weight of items - so the more we collect, the more we make!

Unwanted Christmas Gifts: If you ended up with any unwanted presents over 
Christmas you can re-gift them to the PTA for our upcoming events/fairs/raffles. You 
can send them in anytime or leave at the office. Thank you so much in advance. 

Spring Fling: We are hoping to run the Spring Fling again this year, depending on the 
COVID situation. The provisional date is Thursday 7th April from 5:00-7:00.

Lunchbox and Snack 
reminders 

We strongly encourage a 
healthy lifestyle and, as part 
of this, request that packed 
lunches and snacks are 
healthy - such as fruit and 
vegetable pieces. (Chocolate 
and sweets are not allowed) 
We are also a nut-free 
school and request that all 
food pupils bring to school is 
always free from any kinds of 
nut. 

 Miss Windross 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


School Budget 2022-23 – Can you help?
Our budget, which starts in April, is yet to be announced but you may be able to help. Several years ago the government introduced a ‘pupil 
premium’, which means that schools will receive an amount of money in their budgets based on the numbers of pupils who are entitled to Free 
School Meals. Obviously we want to ensure we maximise the amount we receive so we would urge anyone who thinks they may be entitled to 
free school meals to have a look at the Hampshire County website www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary 
which can help you see whether you qualify. We must stress pupils do not have to take the free meals but it will help to increase our budget.  
As one supermarket says… every little helps!
As always, time is very short as the school ‘census’ is on Thursday 20th January and this is the day that the government will collect the 
figures for the budget starting in April.

Traffic & Parking Around the School - A Joint Message from Miss Allen & Mr Deery
Obviously with nearly 700 pupils coming to our site each day, traffic around the school is challenging. 
Unfortunately, there are no easy solutions and we need everyone to be as careful as possible around 
the school. Luckily we have never had a serious accident but we want to keep it that way. Please keep 
speed down to a minimum around the school as young children can appear from nowhere at times! On 
Ashfield Road please do not stop or park in the turning circle at any time as this can block traffic. On 
Upper Drove we ask that parents do not park in the bus area. There are times when this is used for 
buses but, when this is not the case, it is also a really useful passing space. This space helps to keep 
the traffic flowing along the road during the busy periods at the start and end of the day. Please also do 
not park in any areas that are marked by yellow cones or anywhere on double yellow lines.
Please consider walking to and from school but, where this is not possible, consider parking a few 
minutes away from the site and walking the last part of the journey. It is only by us all working together 
that we can prevent an accident happening near the school.
Recently the police visited the school and discussed the challenges on both sides of the site. They are 
hoping to visit once per month, either at the start or end of the day to observe traffic. The local council 
have also encouraged everyone to report parking contraventions online via the form below. They review 
each message and make a judgement on whether to send a Civil Enforcement Officer to look at the 
issue. 

Parking Online Form (please click) 

Dates for the Diary
Monday 17th January Year 6 Residential to Calshot (until Friday) Friday 8th April Last Day of Term (Finish 3:10 as normal)
Monday 21st February ½ Term Holiday Monday 25th April School Re-opens (Summer Term)
Monday 28th February School Re-opens Monday 30th May ½ Term Holiday & 2 days closures
Thursday 3rd March 3:30-7:30 Parent Consultations Wed 8th June School Re-opens
Friday 4th March Day Closure/Parent Consultations Thurs 21st July 1:15 Last Day of School Year

Year 6 Activities at School
On Monday we went to Rooksbury Mill with Mrs Norton and Mr Ireland, and some of us went in the lake to collect samples of the 
water.  We were very lucky and had hot chocolate and biscuits for our snack!  On Tuesday we made puppets for our puppet show, 
based on the sinking of the Titanic.  It was a bit tricky for some of us but we had to persevere through it.  Today we are painting the 
puppets and making costumes for them. We have still got lots of amazing things to look forward to, including team building with Miss 
Black, finishing our puppets and putting on a puppet show, cooking and an afternoon tea, as well as Forest School with Mr Stafford on 
Friday.                               By Sky and Hania  

Jonathan’s Jungle Roadshow
Incredible Introduction
On Tuesday 18th January, Year 4 were lucky enough to receive a visit from Jonathan’s Jungle Roadshow. Jonathan has loads of animals 
including snakes, scorpions, tarantulas, stick insects and millipedes. The animals that we are going to tell you about are not poisonous or 
venomous so don’t expect anything like that. Here is a bit more detail about what we saw.
Scintillating Scorpion
One of the amazing animals we saw can glow in the dark when you shine an ultraviolet light on it. This magnificent animal was a whipped 
scorpion! Nobody knows why they glow as the scorpions can’t see that type of light and it makes them more vulnerable to predators.
Smooth Snake 
About half way through the session, Jonathan started calling children up in groups of 5 to hold Tango, the Honduran milk snake, but before 
that he told us some interesting facts about the amazing animal. For example, snakes with a pattern of red, yellow, black in that order means 
it is venomous! For everybody’s safety, he did not bring in a venomous one. The Honduran milk snake has red on it as red shows danger. The 
snake, however, is not really dangerous. The only reason it is red, black and orange is to protect itself by tricking predators.
Glorious Gecko
The last animal we saw was a gecko that had a useful but disgusting habit.The small gecko would lick their eye’s to make sure that they are 
never dry because it can be very uncomfortable for them. The reason why they don’t just blink is because they can’t,this gecko does not have 
eyelids. After Jonathon told us that fact he asked the teachers in the room to choose someone to stand up and the gecko would jump onto 
their shoulder.                                                                                                                .                                                      By Fraser and Jessica

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tdiBPwfuF0yGnB20OQGNmzW5hGeVXfJNgdEdRPU-NMVURU42STJBT0c4UDI4MlJUR1pJQTFaTjBCVi4u

