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Message from Mr Deery: Many thanks for all of the messages and welcoming me back this week, they were 
very much appreciated. Unfortunately I had some complications after catching COVID but I am starting to feel 
much better, although not back to school full-time yet. I would like to pay tribute to the staff, who coped brilliant 
during a very difficult period. During the last ½ term we had 25 members of staff with COVID and 112 pupils, 
which caused huge challenges for the school. The flexibility of staff meant the we didn’t have to close any 
classes, although it was very close at times! I would also like to thank Miss Windross and the other senior staff 
for keeping the school running so smoothly in my absence - in fact, slightly worryingly, it seemed to run 
smoother without me here! Please remember that this Friday is a day closure, which is being used for 
some of our virtual parent consultations. 

COVID Update: After the very tricky period recently we seemed to have got past the worst with only a small 
number of positive cases for pupils and staff this week. Obviously we need to monitor this and hopefully this 
will continue over the coming few weeks. If this is the case we can decide which COVID measures/routines we 
can start to reduce in school. At the end of this newsletter we thought it might be helpful to clarify the position 
with respect to schools from the NHS website (ww.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19) and DfE COVID-19 
guidance. Please take the time to have a read.
It is still important that any pupils with symptoms isolate and get a PCR test as soon as possible, even though 
some of the statutory regulations have changed in the wider community. Hopefully we can look forward to a 
summer term (after Easter), which is free of COVID and some of the restrictions that have been in place. 
Something to look forward to we hope!

Parent Consultations: These take place on Thursday from 3:30-7:00 and on Friday during the day, via the 
school cloud system. Children are encouraged to attend the appointment with you so they can also be part of 
the discussion about their progress.
Once you have booked, you should have received a confirmation email. This email will give you the link that 
you will need to connect to the video appointment with your child’s teacher. Please be aware that each  
appointment will last for 10 minutes but, if you are late logging onto your appointment, this will be reflected in 
your appointment time, e.g. if you are 2 minutes late logging in, there will only be 8 minutes remaining of your 
scheduled appointment.  
The booking system closes at 19:00 tonight (Wednesday) so if you wish to make any changes after this, 
please contact the school office but there is no guarantee  that a change will be able to be made. 
In order to attend a virtual parent consultation you will need to have a device with a microphone and a speaker 
(most laptops, tablets  and smartphones have these built in) and a compatible web browser (Safari, Chrome, 
Firefox). There is a guide at the following link  giving information about how to attend your appointments via 
video call, please click to read more: 

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call 
It is important to remember to use the same email you booked the appointment to log on to the meeting. A 
reminder should be sent to that email 1 hour before your appointment time and this will include a link for you to 
use.  If there are any technical problems then we will do our best to arrange a phone call at another time.

Key Dates 
World Book Day - 3rd March (Tomorrow!): Remember that children can dress up in a costume of a book 
character or, as books are a good part of a  bedtime routine, pyjamas/onesies can also be worn. There is also a 
World Book Day dinner too  - no need to pre-book, pupils can just order tomorrow in class.
Parent Consultations: Thursday 3rd (3:30-7:00) & Friday 4th March 9:00-4:00 (Day Closure for all pupils)
Day Closures: Friday 4th March (this week),  Monday 6th & Tuesday 7th June
End of Term: Last day of term is Friday 8th April and school finishes at normal time (3:10 pm)

NUTS AND NUT-BASED PRODUCTS Like virtually all schools, we have been nut-free for a while and we have several 
pupils with very severe allergies. It is vital that no nuts or products containing nuts are brought into school at all. This 
includes products like peanut butter and nutella in packed lunches. We really appreciate your support with this.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


SCHOOL LOTTERY - WIN AND RAISE MONEY 
FOR THE PTA!

We have been running the lottery for 37 weeks. In 
that 37 weeks, we have had 37 winners and in 

turn have raised over £950 for the schools. That is 
a win-win!! It is easy to join, visit: 

www.yourschoollotter.co.uk and search for 
Portway Parent Teacher Association. Or click on 

the link: 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/

portway-parent-teacher-association

Portway Junior’s Platinum Jubilee
School Council T-Shirt Competition

Deadline for entries is next Monday!
The school council is inviting you to design a 70th edition of the  Portway logo.  The winning logo will 
be turned into a graphic design and printed onto t-shirts to mark 70 years of Portway Junior School.  
The t-shirts can then be bought by pupils, families and staff to raise funds for our school.  Of course 
the t-shirts can also be worn throughout the summer term as a celebration of our  Platinum Jubilee 
Year!  
We want you to get your creative juices flowing and come up with something truly striking and  
original. The competition rules are as follows:  
Your design must:  
● Be simple enough to work on small and large scales, in black and white
   and in colour 
● Include the drawing of the Portway Cartwheel  
● Be relevant to the life of Portway Junior School  
● Not feature any likeness of Mr Deery, or any other member of staff/pupil  

Deadline for Designs: Monday 7th March 
Designs can be drawn on plain paper and completed in pen, pencil, crayon, paints or felt tip pens.  
They must be handed to class teachers and must have your full name and class name on the  back.  

Eat Them to Defeat Them 2022!  
The national Eat Them to Defeat Them campaign started again this week. 
Each child should have received a pack at the start of the week, which 
includes a progress chart and stickers.The statistics from this national 
campaign say that 89% children don’t eat  enough vegetables as part of 
their daily diet and 29% eat only one portion per day. 
There is a new TV campaign advert which you may have spotted! This week’s vegetable is the mighty carrot 
and next week is the red pepper. It is a great way to encourage children to try a new vegetable (or eat more of 
them) and use the stickers and chart to track progress. Even just talking about it raises awareness. 

Our amazing school kitchen are also taking part and 
created this display in the dining hall to help raise awareness for 

pupils.

More details (and a copy of the TV advert) 
can be found a https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/

Portway PTA Pancake Breakfast!
What an amazing turn out for our first Portway PTA Pancake Breakfast yesterday 
morning. We are so grateful for your support and your incredible patience and good 
humour whilst waiting in the queue. We were delighted to see so many of you at our first 
PTA event in a very long time and seeing so many smiling faces and hearing such lovely 
comments and feedback made a very early start worth every minute! 

We had a few teething problems with our electricity supply going off intermittently throughout the morning but 
our fabulous pancake flippers held their nerve, kept their cool and carried on flipping! We raised over £300 for 
our schools. Thank you to everyone involved for buying the resources, organising the event, setting up at the 
crack of dawn, cooking and serving the breakfasts, turning up to queue, buying and eating a pancake breakfast 
and the dreaded clearing away and washing-up! A special thank you to our wonderful kitchen team who came in 
at 6.30am to complete their lunchtime prep so that they would be free to cook all the sausages and bacon and 
mix several litres of batter for us! More proof that the Portway Family is the best!

http://www.yourschoollotter.co.uk/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/portway-parent-teacher-association
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/portway-parent-teacher-association
https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/


COVID-19 Update - March 2022

As you will be aware some of the COVID-19 rules concerning testing and self-isolation have changed since we have been on 
half-term and some are still the same.  We thought it might be helpful to clarify the position with respect to schools from the 
NHS website - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ and DfE COVID-19 Guidance. (direct information from 
these sources are in italics) 

WHEN TO TEST FOR COVID-19 

If anyone displays any of these main COVID-19 symptoms then book a PCR test.  The main symptoms of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) have not changed and they are:

● a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back 
● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 

hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or 

things smell or taste different to normal 

If this is your child then please can they stay at home until the results have been returned.  

 WHAT TO DO IF TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19 

While you’re no longer required by law to self-isolate if you have COVID-19, you should still stay at home and avoid contact 
with other people. This helps reduce the chance of passing COVID-19 on to others. Details of the length of time to stay at 
home is detailed below.  

How long to stay at home 

● If you have COVID-19, you should stay at home while you're infectious to others. 
● This can be for up to 10 days from when your symptoms start. Many people will no longer be infectious to others after 

5 days. 
● You can do a rapid lateral flow test from 5 days after your symptoms started (or the day you had the test if you do not 

have symptoms) and another the next day. 
● If both tests are negative and you do not have a high temperature, you're less likely to pass COVID-19 to others and 

you can go back to your normal routine. 
● If your test result is positive on day 5, you can carry on doing rapid lateral flow tests every day until you get 2 negative 

test results in a row (but can return after day 10 unless you still have a high temperature.)

COVID-19 cases in school 

We will inform you if we have 3, 5 or 10 cases confirmed in your child’s class so you can take any necessary actions you feel 
are needed concerning visiting vulnerable friends and family.  

LFT testing 

From 21 February, staff and pupils will not be expected to continue taking part in 
regular asymptomatic testing (LFT testing.) 

Other control measures in school 

We will continue with the high level of ventilation and cleaning within the school 
and also hand washing, hand gel, etc. We will continue to avoid year groups 
mixing, where possible, but we will keep this under review. 

In summary, we are moving towards more pre-covid-19 arrangements and 
hopefully less restrictions within the school but of course not thinking we 
are out of the woods yet! 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

