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I think it is fair to say that the last 2 weeks have been rather challenging! As you will be aware, we have had several further 
positive cases, which have impacted a number of pupils. It is sad to have to ask any pupils to isolate and work from home but 
having to send a Year 6 class home last Friday was very emotional and the last thing I wanted to do. I spent 40 minutes on 
the phone to Public Health to see if there was any way around it but, unfortunately, we had to follow the test and trace 
procedures and isolate the class. There were lots of tears and I must admit to having a bit of a weep when they had all gone 
home. Thank you to all of the parents who were understandably upset but were supportive nonetheless.

To be honest, we are still a little unsure about September and how it will work. I am sure that many of you will want to know 
how we will be operating at Portway Junior School when our children return in September. More specifically, you will probably 
want to know even basic information about when to drop off or collect your children from school. This is perfectly 
understandable and, under normal circumstances, we would definitely have already shared this with you. I am writing to ask 
for your patience once again!

Whilst all of us have our fingers crossed that we will open without restrictions, staggered starts and ‘bubbles' in September, I 
am afraid that it is difficult to predict with any certainty what might happen that could influence this over the coming weeks. I 
do not feel it is sensible to set out any definite plans at this stage. So much can change between now and then can’t it? I do 
hope that you will understand.
I have taken the decision, therefore, to meet with members of our Senior Leadership team in late August, to assess any of 
the further government and local authority guidance available to us. This is so that we can make informed decisions based 
upon up to date information. Once we have completed this, I will write to you all before the children return to school so that 
you can make any necessary arrangements. Please keep checking your emails but it will be probably in the week before the 
pupils start on 7th September.

As already notified, we will be keeping our ‘relaxed uniform’ policy for next year. We have included all of the details at the end 
of the newsletter. As you know, we are also planning to introduce a ‘soft opening’ but this will obviously depend on any 
guidance we receive. If we do this, then any pupils arriving before this time must use the Breakfast Club facility, which is 
based in the dining hall. Hopefully it will be a gradual start to the school day and reduce vehicle issues a little around the 
school.

I would like to take this opportunity to, once again, thank you for your support during this very challenging period. We have 
tried to make decisions that are in the best interest of our pupils, our school and the community but it has, at times, been 
difficult knowing the best way forward. We are very proud to be part of the Portway Family and your comments, notes, and 
words of encouragement have meant everything to us. You really are a smashing bunch! I also have to say that I also could 
not have wished for a better staff team – they have always accepted the challenges and subsequent changes and done 
everything they can to make it as positive as possible for our pupils and community.

It is now even more important that children (and staff) recharge their batteries over the summer, but it is also important that 
children don’t just switch off completely. Please encourage your children to read using a range of books, comics, 
newspapers, etc. Experts agree that children who read during the summer gain reading skills, while those who do not can 
slide backward. The local library reading scheme (details on the back) is a great way to encourage reading and it would be 
really beneficial if all children would read for 20 minutes at least 4 or 5 times during the week. This can be on their own, with 
an adult, or even sharing a book with a brother or sister. Doing this will really pay off in the long term and is worth the 
investment. Also, please keep up the times tables work (Times Tables Rockstars is brilliant) as this is really important and has 
a significant impact on the learning in mathematics.

On our website, Miss Windross has added a ‘Splendid Summer’ section with some activities to keep children’s key skills 
going and also some local places to visit for fun family times. Check it out over the summer if you can. We will also leave the 
section for all pupils introducing their teachers for next year on the front page plus the section for the Year 2 children and 
parents joining us in September. The local radio station, Andover Radio, & Love Andover have also produced a really useful 
guide to local activities during the holidays. Check it out at:
https://loveandover.com/andover-events/lets-enjoy-this-years-school-summer-holidays-in-andover/

Please take care over the summer and we look forward to seeing you all on 6th September!                                    Mr D

Goodbye & GoodLuck! This week we will be saying goodbye to Mr Bailey-Hobbs. He is moving to a new role nearer to where he lives 
and we wish him every success in his new role. We have loved having him here at Portway this year and we will really miss him. And we 
have just heard that his partner gave birth to a little baby girl, Mia Rose! Mum and baby are doing well and we send them our warm 
wishes as they start their new life together. What lovely news to finish the school year.

Message from Mrs Burns (Chair of Governing Body): On behalf of all of the governors I would like thank every member of staff  for 
their kindness, patience and dedication shown to all the children and each other during these challenging times. They have been an 
outstanding team.  I hope that all pupils and staff have a lovely beak over the coming weeks.

https://loveandover.com/andover-events/lets-enjoy-this-years-school-summer-holidays-in-andover/


The Summer Reading Challenge, which starts on Saturday 3 July, is a great way to 
grow your love of books or keep reading skills sharp over the holiday. This year’s 
challenge has a very exciting nature theme called ‘Wild World Heroes’ – perfect for 
summer!. To complete the Summer Reading Challenge, you’ll need to read six books 
over the summer. But whether it’s a storybook you read yourself, a bedtime story you 
share with your family, or an audiobook you listen to in the car – it all counts towards 
your six-book challenge. If you’re not sure what to read first, you can find book 
recommendations and reviews on the Kids’ Zone.

You can now sign up to the Summer Reading Challenge and you will need to know 
your Hampshire library membership number to join. Don’t worry if you aren’t a 
member yet, it’s completely free and you can join online or by visiting your local 
library. If you’ve forgotten your number, you can get an email reminder.

More details at

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone/more-fun/join-src 

Dates for the Diary
Friday 23rd July Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15)
Fridays in August!Don’t forget these events over the summer in the town centre. 
(See flyer that went home or visit https://www.facebook.com/fourfunfridays/ for more info!)

(
Early Dates for next Academic year
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures
Monday 6th Sept Autumn term starts for all children
Tuesday 7th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 3AW (8:45-9:45)
Wednesday 8th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 3KT (8:45-9:45)
Thursday 9th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 3EC (8:45-9:45)
Friday 10th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 4DI/4CA (8:45-9:45)
Monday 13th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 4CF/4MK (8:45-9:45)
Tuesday 14th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in Year 5 (8:45-9:45)
Wednesday 15th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in Year 6 (8:45-9:45)
Friday 4th March 2022 Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June 2022 Day Closures

Ends 18th September

Coffee Morning & Start the Year Meetings 
As we said previously, we will be providing recorded Start the Year’ 
meetings as last year they were popular, could be viewed at any time 
and gave key information about the year group. Following our survey, we 
have now arranged a series of coffee mornings at the start of the day in 
early September to give parents a chance to meet the staff who work 
with their children. 

The dates are all on the calendar above but there is no need to book - 
just turn up. We will remind everyone in September but we thought you 
would all like the dates now.

Spelling Out Some Changes! 
Next year we are revising our approach to 
spelling. We will dedicate more time to the 
teaching of spelling in school - it will be taught 
in five lessons each fortnight. Children will 
learn statutory words and be taught a wide 
range of spelling rules using a range of 
creative approaches.

A key change is that there will be no weekly 
spelling test. Your child will not bring a list of 
words home. Instead, low stakes assessment 
is embedded within regular lessons. 

You can support your child with spelling at 
home by talking about spelling rules, finding 
words that match spelling patterns and playing 
spelling games. 

More details next term!

Congratulations to Year 3! They 
entered a virtual athletics competition 
organised by the Hampshire School 
Games Organisers recently, & the 
results came in this week.  They 
finished 1st in Test Valley area & 
second in Hampshire! 

Well done Year 3!

https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/jointhelibrary
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/libraryfinder
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/libraryfinder
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/find-your-pin
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone/more-fun/join-src
https://www.facebook.com/fourfunfridays/


6MK

Jayden Aslett
Callum Bell
Lili Bierut
Xavier Binu
Scarlett Bowden-Tarrant
Adrianna Cossey
Tyler Dickerson
Matthew Dowsett
Logan Dyer
Lacey Green
Brandon Griffiths
Rianka Gurung
Ella Harman
Jack Harrison
Amber Hart
Alfie Heaver
Connor Holloway
Lilly-Shannon Jeffery
Daisy King
Molly Morrison
James Noble
Monty Nunan
Bibi O'Brien
Ethan Pike
Brooke Randall
Leighton Reid
Lily Selvey
Amari Tavares
Olivia Terry
Chloe Watt

6TC

Ben Alvarado
Charlie Axam
Lucy Bedwell
Sherlyn Bishwakarma
Chloe Brewer
Jason Bryant
Alex Carter
Connor Donnelly
Olivia Erskine
Toby Franks
Harley Gibbs
William Gibbs
Abigail Gray
Brigit Gregory
Joseph Hand
Sophie Hicklin
Olivia Hutchinson
Lucas Judd
Ruby Lloyd
Sebastian Mekky
Chloe Newman
Logan Norris-Boare
Sophie Peachey
Brody Peters
Jacob Rutherford
Naziha Saleh
Scarlett Scott
Layla Stacey
Mattie Thain
Piper Travell
Randen Whiley-Mayers
Ashley Wisniewski

6JM

Aidan Bailey
Emily Cook
Jack Dominy
Alex Easton
Nathan Fawdry
Eva Fisher
Ethan Girling
Lexi Glover
Jamie Goodier
George Harris
Gerry Heaton
Bray Jones
Ryan Jordan
Charley Kavanagh
Ryan Kent
Alysha Kerwood
Aimee Kneller
Lennon Marriner
Grace McCarthy
Ceala Mead
Alfie Mumford
Ella Reid
Olivia Sacree
Ryan Salter
Tilly Santi
Richard Sawyer
Nela Sevcikova
Alicia Sexton
Charlie Smith
Freya Tromans
Zoe White
Daisy Whittaker

The Class of 2021 – Roll of Honour
This year’s Roll of Honour acknowledges all the children named below who currently belong to our Year 6.  You 

have been a fabulous addition to Portway Junior School and we will miss you a lot! 
All the staff wish you the very best of luck in your future, we feel sure we will hear only great things about you. 
In years to come we hope you will perhaps read the lists below and recall many of the children with whom you 

shared your class, school and childhood.

Good Luck and Best Wishes from all at Portway Junior School!



2021-22 Uniform
Uniform Uniform is worn at Portway to develop a sense of pride, identity and belonging in being a 
member of the school community.

After surveying parents on their views, we will be operating a ‘relaxed’ uniform for the year 2021-22 on 
a trial basis (reviewed summer 2022).

This is as follows:

● School jumper, cardigan, t-shirt or polo shirt (available at websites below)

● Dark blue/black jogging bottoms, leggings or similar (not other colours)

● Plimsolls or trainers (suitable for PE and not ‘fashion’ trainers - no heels or glitter!)

● Be smart - school is not a fashion parade
(jeans, brightly coloured tops, make-up, jewellery etc are not allowed.)

Please ensure that everything is labelled with your child’s name! Including shoes & lunchboxes!

Uniform suppliers:

www.stitch-a-logo.co.uk    or    www.happyfish.co.uk/

Portway Junior School

http://www.stitch-a-logo.co.uk
http://www.happyfish.co.uk/

