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COVID-19 Update
Thank you for everyone’s support over the past 
couple of weeks. As you will know from yesterday’s 
(rather long!) letter, we have had quite a number of 
pupil cases, although the majority of them are isolated 
cases rather than linked, which is a relief. We have 
also had several members of staff with either a 
positive COVID-19 test, or who have young children 
with it, and this has led to some staff shortages and 
challenges. Once again, thank you for your patience 
and understanding during this period. I am very lucky 
as a headteacher to have a very flexible staff team, 
who always go above and beyond when we are short 
staffed. As I have said before, the key thing is for 
everyone to be remain aware and get a test whenever 
symptoms arise. I really understand everyone’s 
frustration but it is important we don’t have pupils with 
symptoms in our packed building. 
Our main aim for all of us at the moment is to keep the school open for all pupils and maintain our focus on our 
core purpose after a very disrupted couple of years.      Mr D

Start Times, Breakfast Club and End of Day School starts between 8:45-9:00 and all pupils should arrive 
between these times. If a pupil needs to arrive on site before that time then breakfast club is available from 
8:15 and places can be booked via the SCOPAY system. If you are picking up at the end of the day then 
please do not come onto the ‘classroom side’ (ie through the wooden gates onto playground or grass area by 
year 4) before 3:00 at the earliest. These areas are still used for PE, etc during these times. Many thanks.

Parent Teacher Association (PTA) AGM -  Thursday The PTA AGM takes place on Thursday (23rd Sept) and  
starts at 7:00 in the infant school hall. The PTA are also holding a dress down on Friday to support those 
walking the Test Way for the school this weekend. (Details below) Apologies for the late notice - and we are also 
sorry that it clashes with Year 5 Forest School day but, unfortunately, this date was already set and could not be 
moved.  5AM and 5HW have their session in the morning so we are happy for the children to bring their sports 
kit in to change into afterwards.  5MK have theirs in the afternoon so can come in wearing their sports kit and 
change into Forest School clothes at lunchtime.

Gold medal Winner Comes to Portway! We are delighted and honoured that Team GB Paralympics 
Wheelchair Rugby  gold medal winner Aaron Phipps will be visiting Portway on  Wednesday 20th October. 
Aaron will be bringing his gold medal and will be talking about the Tokyo experience and his journey to gold! The 
announcement video we shared with pupils can be found here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Qn2XpTlWUk

Lunchtime Assistant We are looking for a lunchtime assistant to join our team. We need someone to work 
12:00-1:30 every day to help supervise lunches and the playground. Details have not been finalised yet but if 
you think you may be interested then please email Mrs Staff in the office (m.staff@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk) 
and she will let you know when the advert goes live.

And finally some really great news!  We are delighted to announce that Year 4 teacher, Miss Abbott, is 
expecting a baby next year. I am sure you will join me in congratulating her and her partner.

PTA DRESS DOWN DAY - THIS FRIDAY! (24th Sept)
Sorry for the late notice but this Friday will be a Dress Down Day for the PTA because…

On Sunday, Team Portway PTA, made up of parents and Portway pupils, is going to take part in a massive challenge by 
walking part of  the Test Way. This is an extremely amazing thing that Team Portway is undertaking in order to support the 
schools and help to provide us with such needed funds!
Pupils & staff are invited to show their support and dress down in sports kit (or something different!) this Friday!

Dress down fines can be paid via Scopay, suggested minimum donation £2.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Qn2XpTlWUk
mailto:m.staff@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk


Dates for the Diary
Wednesday 22th Sept Year 5 Swimming Sessions Sart
Friday 24th Sept PTA Dress Down day
Tuesday 5th Oct Year 3 Europe Day
Friday 8th Oct Harvest Festival Donation Day
Monday 25th Oct ½ Term Week
Wednesday 3rd Nov Year 6 Swimming Sessions start
Wednesday 3rd Nov 3:30-7:00 Parent Consultations
Tuesday 9th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Thursday 11th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break

Year 3 Europe Day - Tuesday 5th October
On Tuesday 5th October Year 3 are celebrating all things European. Pupils 
can dress up in the colours of a European flag or an outfit to represent a 
European country and there will be different activities throughout the day, 
all with a European theme.  We hope to try some foods from Europe so 
please ensure that you have notified the school of any food allergies or 
intolerances. The Year 3 Team.

Andover New Street Youth 
U8s (Yr3) are looking for 

players! 

• We are building a new U8s team 
for this season (school year 3)
• Coaching - Wed 5.30-7.00pm 
indoor @ Harrow Way School 
• Matches – Sundays 10.00 KO 
Contact Dan (FA qualified & DBS)       
Sorro79@Hotmail.co.uk or 07917 
890085

Office telephone: 01264 352060
Email: adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk

Office Hours: 830-4:30 (4:00 on Fridays)
Messages can be left on the answerphone outside of these 

times (or at any time during the day)

Year 6 Calshot Residential 
January 2022

Details were emailed to year 6 parents last 
week. If you missed it then all the information 
is on the school website (click link below):

Calshot 2022

Harvest Festival 2021 
We are planning to celebrate harvest in early October and, as usual, will be supporting the 
work of our local Andover Foodbank. Our Foodbank helps people who are in need across 
the Test Valley and last year was able to feed 6822 people with emergency boxes! 1935 of 
these were children. 
We’d love to be able to make a great contribution to the Foodbank again this year and will 
be doing so on 8th October when Foodbank staff will pop into school to collect our 
donations. The Foodbank staff would really appreciate donations of the following items: 
● Tinned meat & tinned fruit 
● Long life fruit juice 
● Tinned rice pudding 
● Tea / Coffee 
● Long life milk 
● Tinned fish 
● Hot chocolate 

● Pasta sauce 
● Biscuits 
● Tinned potatoes / 

instant mash
● Dried rice / pasta
● Tinned custard 
● Tinned tomatoes 

Please bring items to the 
school hall on 8th October in 
the morning. The hall can be 
accessed via the fire doors and 
donations should be left on the 
tables in the hall. 
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