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It has been lovely to have some sun over the past few days - it has really helped to cheer everyone up! The other good news is that we 
appear to be getting over the recent surge in COVID cases. We still have 2 staff off plus quite a few children but it is less than we have 
had in the previous 2 weeks. Without wishing to tempt fate, we hope that numbers will remain low for the rest of this term. With that in 
mind, we are going to host a limited number of after-school clubs next term, on a trial basis. These will be provided by external 
organisations/providers but hosted in school and we will see how it goes. Hopefully we can look to expand this provision in September, 
depending on what situation we are in. Look out for the email later in the week with further details.
A quick reminder that pupils should arrive in school between 8:45 and 9:00 and should not be on the school site unaccompanied before 
that time, unless they are going to breakfast club. Pupils should go straight to the classroom external door when they get to school and if 
they arrive after 9:00 should go into school via the main reception where they will be registered before going into class.            Mr Deery

Spring Fling Dress Down Day
THIS FRIDAY!

In order to support the PTA Spring Fling we are 
having a special Dress Down Day THIS  Friday 
(25th March) 
The ‘fines’ for no uniform are: (to be brought in on 
Friday 25th).

Years 3,5,6  - Bottles for Tombola
Years 4 - Chocolate Eggs

(Years R, 1, 2 - Sweets)
Donations can be left in the hall from 8:00 on 
Friday (the side door will be open) or be taken 
into class. Many thanks!

Spring Fling Raffle
Please return, in the envelope provided, all stubs, monies 
collected and unused tickets to the Infant/Junior School Offices 
before Thursday 7th April. Additional tickets will be available at 
both school offices and during the Fair itself should you wish to 
buy/sell more.

There are some amazing hampers to be won including an Easter 
Chocolate & Treats hamper and an Easter craft hamper!

Thursday 7th April (penultimate day of term) 5-7 pm
The PTA Spring Fling will have lots of themed stalls & events (mostly in the 

outside area between the 2 schools). Put the date in your diary!

Easter Egg Decorating Contest:  Purchase an egg for £1/each, 
decorate it in any way that you choose, and then return it to 
school by the morning of Wednesday 6th April. Please use the 
form sent out earlier in the week Quantities are limited so eggs 
will be distributed on a first come, first served basis. (When 
they’re gone, they’re gone!)

OUTSTANDING PAYMENT DEADLINE - NEXT WEEK
It just only 6 working days until the end of the financial year.  Please can any outstanding money be paid 
asap, including any dinner money arrears. 
We also have a small number of parents who have not completed payment for Year 6 residential visit. 
This needs to be paid urgently. Many thanks.

Whatsapp We would like to remind parents and children that the minimum age for using WhatsApp since 
2018 is 16 or over (it was 13 previous to this time). WhatsApp is a chat application which can be used on 
a mobile phone or tablet, it lets you send messages, images and videos to friends. You can have one to 
one and group conversations.
We urge all parents to keep an eye on their child’s mobile phone or online activities involving social 
media. The children are constantly reminded that they must tell a parent / adult if they receive anything 
inappropriate from any application.
As a school we strongly advise removal of WhatsApp (& other social media eg twitter/facebook) on 
devices that children use as this can cause issues in and outside of school.

PTA APRIL FOOL DAY OF MISRULE! (Friday the 1st of April) After last year’s very successful event, we are inviting pupils to break the 
rules again! But beware, there is a fine of 50p for every rule you choose to break. You may break as many or as few as you like! They 
include -  NO crazy/coloured hair, You MUST wear school uniform, NO temporary tattoos, NO nail varnish, NO hats, NO make-up or face 
paint, NO odd socks or crazy tights, NO superhero capes, NO fancy dress &  NO football/rugby shirts.  Your fines (1 rule broken=50p, 2 
rules broken=£1, etc) should ideally be paid by scopay (see flyer for more details)

Easter Lunch -  will be held on 07/04/22 - to order please fill in this form Easter Lunch order form

https://forms.gle/8cRbrn4ydsW4n8yD9


Key Dates 
Fri 25th March: Dress Down Day for Spring Fling - Bottles for Years 3,5 & 6 / easter eggs for Year 4
Fri 1st April: PTA APRIL FOOL DAY OF MISRULE
Thur 7th April: 5:00-7:00 PTA Spring Fling
Fri 8th April: Last day of Term (normal 3:10 finish)
Mon 25th April: Summer Term begins!
Day Closures (school closed to pupils): Monday 6th & Tuesday 7th June
Wed 8th June School reopens after ½ term break
Thur 21st July 1:15 School stops for summer holiday

Eco Club Flower Seed Amnesty 
Do you have any flower seed packets gathering dust from previous years? 
Did you collect seeds from your poppies, sunflowers or nasturtiums last 
year? Our newly reformed eco club is keen to improve insect and bird 
habitats around the school and would like to do some guerilla gardening. 
Please send any flower seeds you can spare into school with your child. 
They can leave them in the eco club folder outside 5HW. 

Thank you from the birds, the bees and our Eco Clubbers.

Information for parents and carers on COVID19 vaccination for at risk 5 to 11 year olds

We have been asked by the Department for Education to share the following information with parents regarding COVID-19 
vaccinations for children aged 5-11, just in case anyone has not seen it.

● Children aged 5 to 11 years who are in a clinical risk group or who live with someone who is immunosuppressed 
can get the COVID-19 vaccine, in line with advice set out by the Joint
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). 

● Eligible children include those with diabetes, immunosuppression, learning disabilities, and other conditions as 
outlined by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) in the Green Book.

● More details can be found at this link A guide for parents of children aged 5 to 11 years at high risk
● Vaccinations help to increase protection against COVID-19, which is particularly important for those with 

underlying health conditions.
● Further information is available in the guide for parents of children aged 5 to 11 years published by UKHSA. They 

have published some frequently asked questions on the vaccination programme including information on eligibility, 
accessibility & advice for parents of children at high risk.

● Following advice from the JCVI, healthy 5 to 11 year old children will also be offered two 10 microgram doses of 
the COVID-19 vaccine. The NHS will prepare to extend this non-urgent offer to all children during April.

Ukraine Crisis Update Thank you for all your kind donations. We 
received so many useful resources and our most recent donations will 
be on a lorry this weekend, with the army veterans who are making the 
deliveries. Fred Rogers (an American TV host & writer in the last decade) 
said: “When I was a boy and would see scary things 
on the news, my mother would say to me, ‘Look for 
the helpers. You will always find people who are 
helping.’” Thank you to all of the Portway Community 
for being those helpers - you will make a difference to so many. 

Reading at Home – It really does makes a difference!
We would like to say a big THANK YOU for all the support you give the 
children at home with reading. It is one of the most important skills to 
develop and we are proud of the results we achieve at Portway for 
reading. There are a very small minority of children who make less 
progress than we would have hoped for and, when we have looked in 
more detail at these children, quite a few of them are children who do 
not read regularly at home. If you do not read with your child regularly 
we would encourage you to do so. It is clear they will benefit from it 
and if you make it a pleasurable 10 or 15 minutes you will definitely 
both enjoy it. 

A very wise person said:
‘If you want your children to read, let them see you reading.  Read to 
them.  Let them read to you.  Books and love are made for sharing’  
We agree 100% with this! 

REMINDER: Parents must NOT use staff car park at any time of the day.  It is very busy, with both cars 
and delivery vans/lorries, and is extremely dangerous for children to be walking through. Thank you.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-aged-5-to-11-years/a-guide-for-parents-of-children-aged-5-to-11-years-of-age-at-high-risk?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

We are a small club of less than 200 members, but can boast 
several international athletes including Holly Mills (European U23 
heptathlon championship and Olympic hopeful).
Membership ranges from Year 5 upwards, meeting on Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings at our track at Charlton 
Lakes, off the West Portway Industrial Estate. We offer free 
'taster' sessions. 

More details/contact information visit:
https://andoverathleticsclub.com/

Dynamo Cricket- Andover

https://andoverathleticsclub.com/
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/Course/dae47d5c-2ac8-4685-a961-f692a10bfed8

