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COVID Update: This week should have been the week that the COVID restrictions were removed but, as we know, this is going 
to take a few more weeks. I must admit it was great news to hear that all adults (over 18s) could now book a vaccine 
appointment and more of our staff are getting vaccinated every day. Unfortunately, 4 primary schools in our area have had 
positive cases in the last few days, causing bubbles to be sent home for up to 10 days, and the rate for Test Valley is running 
above the national average. Please can everyone remain vigilant and book a PCR test when a child or family member has any 
of the symptoms associated with the infection – high temperature, new persistent cough and/or loss of taste. If any member of a 
household has symptoms, everyone in that household must isolate whilst waiting for the PCR test result. That isolation can only 
end if a negative PCR test result is received. Please do not send your, potentially infectious, child into school. We are still 
rigorous in our control measures in school and although we are frustrated by the many restrictions still in place for us, many of 
which do not reflect the freedoms in public, we know our role in stopping the spread of Covid is critical. At Portway we are now 
experiencing staff isolating due to Track and Trace alerts, this is the reality for many schools currently. Your supporting in limiting 
the impact is much appreciated.                        

Vacancy We are looking for a LSA/Lunchtime Supervisor/Portway Plus Assistant to join our team in September. If you are 
interested then please see all of the details on our website. The closing date is 14th July. 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/featured/lsa-lunchtime-supervisor-after-school-club-assistant

Dress Down for Andover Trees United 25/6/21 On Friday we are marking Andover Climate Day by raising funds for a new 
woodland classroom at Harmony Wood. This facility will be available for local schools and will be really beneficial. We have 
worked closely with Andover Trees United over the years and we really want to support them. The fine is a minimum of £2 but you 
can donate more. Pupils can wear anything green or with an animal theme! We want to raise at least £500 to help build the 
classroom so please be as generous as possible. We would prefer to have donations via Scopay, as usual.  Let's see if we can 
help and support this great local cause!

Holiday Requests We have recently received updated guidance about authorising holidays but very little has changed. Despite 
two years of significant disruption to education the government are clear that schools must not authorise holiday absence during 
term time,  unless the circumstances are exceptional. These do not include change of dates or limited availability due to Covid. 
Whilst we both understand and sympathise with these circumstances we cannot authorise these absences. If you think your 
request  might qualify as exceptional, then please add as much detail as possible and provide any evidence with the form.

Transition and Sport/Art Week: Obviously the announcement that Year 6 pupils are not able to visit their new schools on  
Tuesday 13th July was disappointing but, as I said last week, it was inevitable due to the Department for Education’s latest 
guidance. We know secondary schools will be providing information for pupils coming to their schools but we have also added 
some useful links/information to our website for our Year 6 pupils. It can be found at 

www.portwayjunior.co.uk/moving-to-secondary-school
It also means that our pupils in Years 3, 4 and 5 (plus Year 2 pupils joining us) will not be able to meet their new teachers on that 
day in their new classes. The guidance is clear that bubbles must still be maintained, in order to reduce the disruption should we 
get a positive case in school. We are looking at whether we can arrange something for the last week of term but we will let you 
know nearer the time whether this will be possible. Obviously we don’t want to do anything that will put family holidays at risk as 
term finishes and have to follow guidance from the Department of Education.
During our sport/art week, starting on the 5th July, all year groups will have a sport event and the scores will contribute towards 
the house sport cup - the winner will be announced on the Friday as part of our Celebration Assembly. Obviously it will not be 
the same without parents but we still hope the pupils will enjoy it. We will try to share some photos of the events but will send 
some details about this later in the week so please look out for the email.

September: Our thoughts are turning to September when we hope we will be returning without any COVID restrictions. Last 
week at our governing body meeting, we were discussing some of the changes we have had to make and whether some of 
them  should remain in place going forward. I don’t actually think that any school will return to exactly how they were before the 
pandemic and will consider keeping some of the arrangements in place that have worked well. For example, having less pupils 
on the playground has been very positive for us and children have more space and opportunity to use equipment at break and 
lunchtimes. This year we have also had part-time/cover staff working mostly with one year group (rather than across the whole 
school) and this has been really positive. They have got to know the pupils much better and they also understand the curriculum 
for that year group. It is something we hope to continue next year. 

We would be interested in parents’ thoughts on some of the other arrangements so we are sending out a short survey with this 
newsletter. It will only take a few moments to fill in but will help us as we consider the options and get ideas for the new school 
year. The link is in the email to parents/carers.    Mr D 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/featured/lsa-lunchtime-supervisor-after-school-club-assistant
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/moving-to-secondary-school


Eat Them to Defeat Them!
Week 3 - started 21st June - Peppers
Week 4 - starts 28th June - Carrots 

This week it is peppers, followed by carrots next week. It is a great way to try 
and get children to try different vegetables and then filling in the chart 
together.The pack went home before ½ term and included the wall chart and 
stickers so children can track their progress.

More information can be found on the website at https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/

Portway PTA Update 
School Lottery: This week we had another winner from Portway on the school lottery - not only did the parent 
win £22.80 but they very generously donated it back to the PTA fund. (Thank you!) What a very kind gesture! 
If you would like to join the school lottery then please see the flyer in the letters section of the website  
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-press/other-letters 

Bags2School: Thank you to everyone who brought in items for the Bags2School collection earlier this week - 
there were a lot of bags and they were collected on Monday morning. We will let you know how much we raise.

Events: Obviously this year we have not been able to run many of our normal events, including the Summer 
Fete/event. We have tried to do some different things and we appreciate everyone’s support with them. We are 
hoping from September to relaunch some of the things we do, so look out for details then about how you can get 
involved!

The Community Pantry
Longmeadow Centre (Cricketer’s Way)

The principle of the pantry is to give those in need the 
opportunity to have a ‘helping hand’ by getting food at a 
lesser rate on a weekly basis.
Items found in the pantry will be a range of fresh, frozen 
and general foods.  This will change on a weekly basis.  

Monday, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 9.30am to 
12pm  Wednesdays 4pm-7pm

Facebook: ‘Connect 4 Community’  
Complete a membership form in advance (speak to 
Gemma Sacree, our Family Support Worker) or in person 
on the day 
£5 nominal fee=£15 minimum goods (Limit of 1 visit per week)

Dates for the Diary
Friday 25th June Dress Down for Andover Trees United
Friday 25th June Year 6 Forest School Day
Thursday 1st July Year 4 Forest School Day
Friday 2nd July Day Closure (new date – following postponed day in February)
Monday 5th July Olympic Week at Portway (Sport/Art)
Monday 5th July 5HW Keyhaven trip 
Thursday 8th July 5DI Keyhaven trip 
Monday 12th July 5EBH Keyhaven trip 
Monday 12th July 3AW Harmony Woods Visit
Wednesday 14th July 3KT Harmony Woods Visit
Thursday 15th July 3CF Harmony Woods Visit
Friday 16th July 3AM Harmony Woods Visit
Tuesday 20th July Year 6 Virtual Graduations (6JM 9:30AM - 6TC 11:30AM - 6MK 1:30PM)
Thursday 22nd July Year 6 Trip to Paulton’s Park
Friday 23rd July Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15)

Early Dates for next Academic year
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures
Monday 6th Sept Autumn term starts for all children
Friday 4th March Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June Day Closures

https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/
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