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COVID Update Thank you for everyone’s support over the last few weeks when the challenges of absences, 
due to COVID-19 has been very high indeed. As you may know several other local schools have had similar 
issues during the past week. It was reassuring, to a certain extent, to talk to local headteachers and find they 
are in exactly the same position as us. We have now had over 40 cases (staff and pupils) since we came back 
at half term (3 ½ weeks), which is more than we had in the first ½ term, from September to October (7 weeks). 
The good news is the numbers are slightly down on the previous 2 weeks and so we are hoping that trend will 
continue! Once again staff have been coping brilliantly but the pressure is becoming relentless, which is a huge 
challenge. Last week we had a company come in and do a full ‘fogging/misting’ of the school, which is 
designed as a fast way to help manage infection control and combat viruses and bacteria. Hopefully it will have 
an impact!
Healthier Together As we mentioned last  week, we appear to be having an 
increase in illnesses not necessary related to COVID-19. This was to be expected 
after the restrictions over the past couple of years and the decrease in other 
illnesses during this time. The following website, backed by the NHS, is a good 
way of checking when a child should, or should not, be in school. It is very easy to 
navigate and covers most of the common ailments and symptoms so might be 
worth bookmarking or saving somewhere, particularly as we head into the winter 
months. https://what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool-1

               Portway PTA Christmas Events 2021
Christmas Balloon Race: Visit www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA & click on ‘Buy a Balloon’ 
Balloons cost £3 each-and you can buy as many as you like! The balloons will be launched at 
12:00 noon on Tuesday 8th December 2021 (The race will run for one week). Further details can be 
found on our website at 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/christmas-virtual-balloon-race

Christmas Raffle: Everyone should have received some tickets last week - 
please check if not! Extra tickets are available by contacting either school 
office. Please return tickets and money to the school office (via your child) 
and they will pass them on. (Please also return any unused tickets.)
The prizes are a range of hampers and look amazing (including one with 
Christmas tree, turkey and all the trimmings!)  Last year was very successful 
and every penny goes to the PTA to support our schools. The raffle will be 
drawn on Thursday 9th December, so not long to get your tickets in!

Bauble Competition:  Join in the Christmas fun with the Bauble Competition! Simply purchase a bauble 
for £2 each, decorate it in any way that you choose and then return it to school by the morning of 
Thursday 16th of December.  Please ensure your child’s name is on the bauble.  Please fill out the form 
that is coming home today and return it to your child’s teacher by Monday 13th of December. Quantities 
are limited and baubles will be distributed on a first come, first served basis. Order early to avoid 
disappointment! (Baubles can be taken home after school on Thursday the 16th.)

Hooke Court The year 4 residential to Hook Court started today and well over 100 
pupils and staff left for their trip (back on Friday). It is great that the visit is happening 
after not taking place last year, due to the pandemic. There will be some updates, etc 
on the website, if you would like to see what they are getting up to down in Dorset! 
Whilst they are away we are a little short of staff, including in the office, so please be 
aware of this.

Calshot - Year 6 Residential (January 2022) Thank you to everyone who has signed 
up for this trip. Yesterday we sent home the final letter and medical form via email. If 
you did not get this then it is very important that you contact the office asap 
(adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk or 01264 352060). It would be useful if the 
medical forms could be returned as soon as possible. Many thanks.
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Dates for the Diary
Wednesday 24th Nov Year 4 Residential to Hooke Court (3 days)
Monday 29th Nov Christmas Card post boxes open!
Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break

Office Details:  adminoffice@portway-jun. hants.sch.uk 
Office telephone: 01264 352060  Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 (4:00 on Fri)

Christmas at Portway Junior 2021 – Diary & Events
As we said last week, Christmas will look a little different in school this year, but we are looking at how we can 
still make it a special time. Some details below!

Christmas Cards: Cards can be brought into school from Monday 29th November. Each year 
group will have a post box for cards in their area, rather than one for the whole school.

Carol Service: As mentioned previously, we are going to record a carol service in school so that 
we can share with parents. It will obviously look very different than usual and we won’t be able to 
physically get the pupils together, but we will try and keep some of the key elements. We are 
planning to hold this in school on Wednesday and make it available to parents virtually.

Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up Day On Thursday 16th December it will be our Christmas 
dinner (details were sent home last Friday) and Christmas dressing up day. For dress-up day 
pupils can wear as much or as little Christmas clothes or accessories as they like. Please don’t go 
and buy a special Christmas jumper if you haven’t got one. A normal jumper with some tinsel can 
work just as well or you can be as creative as you like! (On Friday 17th pupils do not have to wear 
uniform either, if this is easier for parents.)

Panto Comes to Portway (virtually!) Each class will be watching a panto at some point during 
the ‘Christmas week’. It is a ‘live’ recorded professional performance of Aladdin. Our amazing PTA 
have paid for us to watch it! (Oh yes they have!)

Last Day The last day of term is Friday 17th December and, as you know, we always finish earlier 
on this day so will finish at 1:15. Pupils do not have to wear uniform.

Friday 4th March 2022 Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June 2022 Day Closures
Thurs 21st July 1:15 End of School Year

Tree Removal - Upper Drove We have been informed by Test Valley Borough Council that 
starting this week, a number of ash trees along Upper Drove & on the industrial estate, which 
are suffering from ash dieback disease, will be felled. The work is scheduled to last about 3 
weeks and is part of a large response planned to combat the effects of the disease. (They 
won’t be working on Upper Drive for the whole 3 weeks.)  This may cause some issues 
around the school but TVBC have said they will do their best to avoid causing issues during 
the busy times at the start and end of the school day.

Start & End of School Day
The soft opening that was introduced this term seems to be going smoothly, although 
no system is ever perfect. Spreading the arrival of pupils and parents has led to a 
slightly calmer start than we used to have pre-COVID (and has helped a little with 
traffic around the school.) Many thanks to everyone for helping to make it work.
Just a quick reminder that classroom doors open at 8:45 and pupils can arrive from 
then until 9:00 when the wooden gates at both sides of the school are closed. If a 
pupil arrives after this time, then they must report to the main office. If pupils need to 
be in school before that time unaccompanied then the breakfast club facility is open 
from 8:15 and can be booked on Scopay. 
Could parents, etc also please remember not to come through the wooden gates onto 
the playground (Ashfield Road side) or the wooden gates onto the year 4 area (Upper 
Drove side) before 3:00 pm. Sometimes we have classes still using these areas until 
that time. Many thanks.

mailto:adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk

