
PORTWAY  PRESS
Issue 804                                         26th January 2022

COVID: As you may have seen in the press earlier this month, 1 in 12 teachers were absent from England’s schools 
at the beginning of term - an increase of 3% since December - as Omicron cases spread. We are in the same 
situation as other schools and, since the start  of the spring term, have had a significant number of staff and pupils 
absent and poorly with positive covid tests. This week we have 8 members of staff absent - including several class 
teachers and Mr D - we also have a rising number of pupil cases. 
This is the same as other local primary schools but is in contrast to the overall infection rates nationally which have 
been falling. The Office for National Statistics (ONS) is regarded as the most reliable indicator of the UK’s Covid 
outbreak. Their data estimates that 8% of youngsters, aged 2-11 years old, had Covid in any given day last week. 
Whilst rates are falling, or flatlining, in every other age group, they are still climbing in nursery and primary aged 
children - with 1 in 13 infected. This is the highest of all age groups, with 20-34 year olds having the next highest 
rate (1 in 17). 
Schools are not required to communicate numbers of positive cases anymore, and many don’t as Test and Trace 
take care of that. However, so that parents can make informed choices about visiting other family members (who 
may be vulnerable) for example, we will continue to email parents when there is a case in their child’s class, or if 
they have come into contact with a member of staff who has tested positive.
Whilst we have so many staff and pupils testing positive, and to help prevent further spread, or to at least slow the 
spread, we will not be relaxing any of our control measures. We ask that parents support us with this so that we can 
continue to keep the school open. We will, of course, continue to review our practice. 
I would like to thank all of our staff for their flexibility. It is because of this that we have been able to keep classes 
open - the quality of staff at our school and their willingness to go the extra mile for their colleagues, as well as our 
pupils and their families, is making a very challenging time easier. 

Portway PTA Update Thank you for all the donations for Bags2School this week - you raised an incredible £180.80! 
It looked like an impressive collection in the infant hall! Don’t forget about the School Lottery too - winners every 
single week with just £1 to pay. 
We are also hoping that the ‘Spring Fling’ will be back this year too - so keep April 7th (after school) clear in your 
diary!
Baby News! And finally, some very happy news to finish with … we send our huge congratulations to Miss Abbott 
and her partner on the safe arrival of baby Teddy on 22.1.22 weighing in at 6lbs 6oz. Both mum and baby (and dad!) 
are all doing well. 

 Miss Windross 

Year 6 Adventures at Calshot Activities Centre! 
Last week, Year Six were lucky enough to make it to Calshot Activity Centre. Those who went found it very exciting and really 
enjoyed it. We would really recommend this trip to next year's Year Six!

Two of our 'fan favourite' activities were the Ringos and the Laser Climb! Ringos were extremely fun. We all slid down the slope 
with a huge smile on our faces. Going down as a team was amazing and it took a lot of teamwork to make sure that we were all 
secure. Laser Climb was an extraordinary way to work on our climbing skills and bond as a team. We all found it funny to play a 
game using our shadows.

Another brilliant experience was the Team Swing. Team Swing was nerve-wracking but around 90% of the Year Six children 
gave this challenge a go. We were harnessed in and our team-mates pulled ropes to raise the swing to the ceiling before 
releasing us. Our hearts were beating as fast as ever after this jaw dropping experience! All of us would recommend giving it a 
go  - it was a real mix between fear and excitement. 

Everyone is extremely grateful for our adventure. Even though some of us were nervous about staying away from home we had 
a fantastic time and our nerves disappeared quickly. The pupils who stayed back at school had a great time learning about the 
Titanic, making puppets and cooking some delicious snacks. Everybody who went to Calshot would love to go again! We would 
love to say a special thank you to all of the school staff, Calshot instructors and our parents for making Calshot 2022 happen! 
We especially hope Mr Deery enjoyed a brilliant final Calshot trip. A blog of our week away, as well as some photographs, can 
be seen on our website: www.portwayjunior.co.uk 

Lucy O, Newton H & Megan W, 6EP

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk


BRAND NEW National Online Safety Mobile App - 
Time to get #OnlineSafetySavvy 

Children are spending more time than ever online. As adults, we need to do everything we 
can to keep them safe in the digital world but, with new apps, games and platforms 
emerging every day, how can you stay ahead of them? The new National Online Safety 
mobile app has been created by experts so that you can have all the online safety 
knowledge you need, available at your fingertips. It empowers parents to understand and 
address online safeguarding risks - anytime, anywhere. 

As the world’s most comprehensive online safety app, it’s packed with insightful courses, explainer videos, 
webinars and guides on topics that will help you protect your children when they are online. Click the link to find 
out more: https://info.nationalonlinesafety.com/mobile-app 

      Wanted: Pre-loved Fancy Dress & Costumes
Have your little ones grown out of their dressing up outfits? Is last year's topic day 
costume sat in the wardrobe gathering dust? We are always grateful to receive 
donations of costumes which children across the infant and junior school can 
borrow to take part in our dressing up days. Whether it's a story character for World 
Book Day or a Roman soldier for Yr 4, a pirate hat for the Yr 1 topic or a superhero 
costume. Donations can be dropped at the school office for the attention of Gemma 
Sacree, Family Support Worker. 

https://info.nationalonlinesafety.com/mobile-app

