
PTA Summer Sizzler
1:00-4:00 THIS Saturday 

We are looking forward to seeing as many of you on Saturday as possible! Please see the flyer  coming home 
today with further details - and remember it is a cash-only event. We still need volunteers for Saturday to run 
stalls and also volunteers to help on Friday during the day (sorting bottles prizes, etc). If you can help on either 
(or both!) days then please let the school office know and we will pass on your details. 
THIS Friday (1st July) - Dress Down Day for Summer Sizzler
The ‘fine’ for the junior children for wearing non-uniform is a ‘bottle of something nice’! These can be 
dropped off in the hall before school on Friday or taken into class.
Rainbow Raffle The Rainbow Raffle tickets were sent home recently so please have a look out for 
them. The top prize is a pot of gold (cash!) and then 7 hampers, based on 1 colour of the rainbow. Please sell 
as many tickets as possible and return to school. (The office have spares if you need any.) The draw will take 
place at the Summer Sizzler.
PTA AGM The PTA AGM takes place at 7:00 pm on Thursday 14th July in the infant school hall. We will 
be looking for a new chair and a new treasurer - if you want a chat about either role then please get in touch!
Portway PTA  2022 Tea Towels These are now ready for sale! There are 2 versions for 
Portway Juniors  - 1 for Lower School (years 3 & 4) & 1 for Upper School (years 5 & 6). They cost £3.99 for 1 
or £10 for 3 and are available to buy via Scopay. The infant school version is available via their office and they 
will also be on sale at the PTA Summer Sizzler 
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Sports Day: Apologies we had to postpone sports day today. Typically the weather was not as bad as the forecasts 
predicted but we wanted to make an early decision!  (I won’t miss making those decisions when I retire! 😉) The new date is Monday 
11th July and all of the arrangements are the same with Years 5 & 6 starting at 9:45 and Years 3 & 4 at 1:00.
Memorial - Dedication Ceremony This Sunday I will be going with 3 pupils, and their parents, to the dedication of a 
memorial to six members of the crew of the B-17G ‘Flying Fortress’ USAAF, who tragically lost their lives in July 1944. We 
will be joined by Miss Allen and 3 infant pupils and various others including the Test Valley Mayor and representatives of 
United States armed services.  The memorial has been organised by local resident Peter Curtis. Peter was a schoolboy in 
1944 and he arrived at the site a few moment after the crash happened  and has been working tirelessly to create a 
memorial for this very tragic event.  The American servicemen, who lost their lives, were flying their bomber which hit 
Burbidges Bakery and then came down in, what is now, our school grounds. We are honoured to play a very small part in 
making sure this tragedy is never forgotten. Peter is convinced the airmen sacrificed themselves by crash landing in an 
open area and prevented much greater loss of life. On Sunday there is a dedication ceremony of the plaque, which has 
been placed on the forecourt of the bakery. 

Staffing News At the end of term we will be saying a sad farewell to some of our teaching staff, who are moving on to 
new roles. Congratulations to Miss Patterson, who is going to be the deputy headteacher of a school near Salisbury and 
we know she will do an amazing job. We are also saying a sad farewell to Mr Keeble and Mrs O’Toole, who have both 
secured new and exciting roles in schools nearer to where they live. We know they will be great additions to their new 
schools. Finally, Miss Macleod will be moving on to a new school at the end of term and we wish her every success in her 
new role. All of these teachers have been amazing and we will miss them all very much. We are very grateful for all they 
have done for us. When added together they have given over 31 years of service to our pupils! On the back of the 
newsletter is news of some of the new staff joining our team.
I am also very sad to announce that Mrs Smith will be retiring at the end of the year. Mrs Smith has worked at the juniors 
for 22 years but was also at the infants for 10 years before she joined us! Mrs Smith works across both schools and she 
has had a huge impact on large number of pupils and families and I honestly cannot imagine the school without her. She 
is one of the kindest people I know and I am sure you will all join me in wishing her a very well-deserved retirement.

                   Mr Deery

Year 6 Parents: Please remember to fill in the form about graduation, especially if you would like to be entered into the 
ballot for an extra ticket. The deadline to complete the form is 5:00 pm on Thursday. (See email sent home Monday for 
further details).



Key Dates 
Friday 1st July Dress Down day for Summer Sizzler 

(Junior donation = bottle of something nice!)
Thursday 7th July Year 5 Visit to Harrow Way
Thursday 7th July PTA AGM 7:00 pm Moved to 14/7/22
Friday 8th July Pupil Reports sent home (provisional date)
Monday 11th July Sports Event for Years 5 & 6 (parents invited from 9:45)
Monday 11th July Sports Event for Years 3 & 4 (parents invited from 1:00)
Tuesday 12th July Current Year 3,4 and 5 pupils meet new classteachers (AM)
Wednesday 13th July Year 6 Performance 1 6:00 pm
Thursday 14th July Year 6 Performance 2 6:00 pm
Thursday 14th July PTA AGM 7:00 pm
Friday 15th July Year 6 to Andover Leisure Centre
Tuesday 19th July Year 6 Graduation at The Lights (PM)
Thur 21st July 1:15 School stops for summer holiday
Thur/Fri 1st/2nd Sept Day Closures
Monday 5th Sept School year starts for pupils

Meeting New Classteachers: The current year 3, 4 and 5 pupils will meet their new teachers on Tuesday 
12th July. We will send notes on home on that day telling parents about whose class they will be in. We will be 
holding ‘Start the Year’ meetings in early September to give parents a chance to meet the new classteacher.

Hi, I’m Mrs Brewer. I have 
been a teacher for the last 19 
years. I love sport and play 
netball and hockey, I captain 
the Andover Hockey Club 
ladies and also coach the 
U8s. I enjoy spending time 
with my family on day trips 
and holidays. 

I am really looking forward to joining Portway 
Juniors in September and  I can’t wait to meet 
everyone.

Hello! My name is Miss 
Weldon and I am really 
excited to be teaching 
at Portway from 
September! I studied 
primary education at 
Canterbury Christ 
Church University and 
live in  Southampton.
I really enjoy sports (especially netball!) and love 
to read. I can’t wait to be a part of the Portway 
community and am looking forward to seeing you 
in September!

Hi, I'm Mr O'Shaughnessy. I've studied 
at the University of Winchester and I'm 
really looking forward to starting at 
Portway in September. I'm a keen 
badminton player and runner. I enjoy 
meeting new people and getting to 
know them. I can’t wait to meet 
everyone and join the team.

My name is Miss Simons and I 
am really excited to be joining 
Portway Junior School as the 
Deputy Headteacher. I am 
most looking forward to getting 
to know all the children and 
staff as everyone has been 
very friendly and welcoming 
on each of my visits to the 
school. 
I am also excited to be working closely with Miss 
Windross. 
Outside of school, I enjoy walking my dog Buddy, who 
is 7 years old, in the countryside and I also enjoy 
cooking and baking and spending time in my garden. 
My hobbies also include hula-hooping – so perhaps I 
can teach you some tricks on the playground!

Olympic Athlete Visit - Next week! Next Tuesday, we are very excited to be able to welcome Olympic 
gymnast,Commonwealth Gold medallist and World Championship medallist Kelly Simm to our school. 
Kelly will lead us in a sponsored sporting activity before inspiring us all with a demonstration of her 
amazing gymnastic skills and a talk about her training, resilience and how she has become so 
successful. 

New Teaching Team Staff Members - September 2022


