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COVID-19 Update I hope it won’t be too long before COVID-19 won’t be the issue that dominates my week but 
unfortunately that isn’t the case yet. We have a number of cases throughout the school with both pupils and staff being 
affected. We have made special contact with parents of one class, who have been affected more than the others, about 
arrangements after I had a long consultation with Hampshire Public Health team. The positive news is that they were 
confident that we had put in place all the measures necessary to try and prevent cases escalating including:

● Sending the PHE letter to all parents (sent last week)
● Checking ventilation in classrooms (obviously this becomes more challenging as temperatures cool)
● Increased cleaning regimes
● Promoting good hygiene, including handwashing
● Promoting vaccinations for staff
● Regular asymptomatic testing for staff
● Concentrating on core role of teaching & learning during the school day
● Reduce pupils mixing, where this possible, for more than 15 minutes

We are also beginning to see 
more colds/other illnesses 
appear, which is probably not 
surprising as we all mix a little 
more, both inside and outside 
of school. All of this puts extra 
pressure on staff but, as I have 
often said, we are lucky to 
have a really flexible and 
positive team and this has 
really helped.
Pupils Working from Home If pupils have to isolate but are not unwell and have no symptoms then we will do our very 
best to support them with work. As you will no doubt realise, this is quite challenging and balancing the needs of pupils in 
school, and at home, is not easy.  When your child is isolating you will be asked if you would like some work provided for 
them. If you do, then you will be sent a link to learning available on our website and, after this is completed and sent to the 
class teacher, we will move to Google Classrooms. Please only request the work if your child is well enough to complete it 
as it can be frustrating for a teacher to take the time to put together work and then find out it is not being done. As has 
always been the case, there is no expectation for pupils to complete any school work if they are not in school because 
they are unwell. We are continuing to use Google Classroom for homework tasks, so that pupils become more confident 
in using this if we have to move to remote learning at any point during the year (although we are hoping this will not be the 
case).

Mr D

Parking Carefully The residents around the school are generally very supportive and understand the challenges of living 
near a school. However a resident on Eardley Avenue phoned last week as there have been parents regularly parking in 
front of their drive and they could not get out for an urgent hospital appointment. Please could everyone be aware of 
driveways (often indicated with a  white line) and keep them clear. Many thanks.

Year 6 Residential to Calshot Thank you to everyone who has signed up - we have already had an amazing response. 
All of the details are on the website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/featured/cashot-2022

PTA News: Thank you to everyone who came along to the AGM last week. The PTA are planning lots of events and below is just a 
taster of what is coming up! (More details to follow). We had another winner on the school lottery this week. The more people we sign 
up, the bigger the prizes and the more the PTA receives! Details at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/images/files/School%20Lottery%20-%20How%20it%20works.pdf

Pumpkin Competition: Like last year we will be inviting everyone to have a go and decorate a pumpkin. 
Last year it was amazing but can we top it this year? (Get your thinking hats on and start planning!)
Penny Wars: Keep saving those coins because this will be launched shortly. Which year group will take the 
crown this year? (Last year it was Year 4 - now Year 5 - who won but can they be beaten?!) The same rules 
will apply - copper coins will count for the year group but if you put silver coins in another year group’s tub 
then that counts against them! (Last year the silver coins made the difference!)
Portway Puds! The Portway Pudding Sale is coming soon! Christmas Puds & much more available to 
order soon!

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/featured/cashot-2022
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/images/files/School%20Lottery%20-%20How%20it%20works.pdf


Dates for the Diary
Tuesday 5th Oct Year 3 Europe Day
Friday 8th Oct Harvest Festival Donation Day
Tuesday 12th Oct Year 5 Trip to Science Centre/Planetarium
Wednesday 20th Oct Aaron Phipps (Gold medal paralympian) visits Portway!
Monday 25th Oct ½ Term Week
Wednesday 3rd Nov Year 6 Swimming Sessions start
Wednesday 3rd Nov 3:30-7:00 Parent Consultations
Tuesday 9th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Thursday 11th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break

adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk
Office telephone: 01264 352060

Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 (4:00 on Fridays)
Messages can be left on the answerphone 
outside of these times (or at any other time)

Harvest Festival 2021
Donations in Friday 8th October

Next week we will be supporting the work of our local Andover 
Foodbank. The Foodbank helps people who are in need 
across the Test Valley and last year was able to feed 6822 
people with emergency boxes! 1935 of these were children. 
We’d love to be able to make a great contribution to the 
Foodbank again this year and will be doing so on Friday 8th 
October when Food Bank  staff will pop into school to collect 
our donations. The Foodbank staff would really appreciate 
donations of the following items: 

● Tinned meat & tinned fruit 
● Long life fruit juice 
● Tinned rice pudding 
● Tea / Coffee 
● Long life milk 
● Tinned fish 
● Hot chocolate 

● Pasta sauce 
● Biscuits 
● Tinned potatoes / instant 

mash
● Dried rice / pasta
● Tinned custard 
● Tinned tomatoes 

Please bring items to the school hall on 8th October in 
the morning. The hall can be accessed via the fire doors 
and donations should be left on the tables in the hall. 

Year 3 Europe Day 
NEXT TUESDAY (5th October)

On Tuesday 5th October Year 3 are celebrating all things 
European. Pupils can dress up in the colours of a 
European flag or an outfit to represent a European country 
and there will be different activities throughout the day, all 
with a European theme.  We hope to try some foods from 
Europe so please ensure that you have notified the school 
of any food allergies or intolerances.

Year 6 Virtual
 Meet the Author

Later this week, Year 6 will be 
enjoying a virtual author visit from 
local award-winning author, Kirsty 
Applebaum. 

If your child is interested in purchasing one of Kirsty Applebaum's 
books after the talk then discounted copies are available through 

local bookseller PG Wells via the following link:  
https://uk.bookshop.org/lists/school-library-service-summer-authors-2021.

Year 6 Bikeability Report
Last week some instructors from Personal Best Ltd came to 
year 6 to assist us with gaining confidence on our bikes! We 
began with a bike safety check and then displayed our skills 
on the playground. Some of us were able to go straight on 
the road and some stayed on the playground as they were 
not quite ready to venture onto the roads. By Wednesday 
everyone was going on the road and later in the week we 
were doing turns, navigating junctions and moving around 
parked cars,
We had a great week and we learnt a lot about bikes and 
road safety. Thank you to the bikeability instructors and to our 
teachers for organising the week.

By Leah S & Noah B (Year 6)

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
Do you qualify?

It only takes a few seconds online to 
check if do.

Hampshire County Council Catering Services (HC3S) has an online 
service so parents can check their eligibility for free school meals 
themselves. This self-service option is available at:

www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary 

To complete a check, you need the following information for yourself or 
the person you are checking on behalf of:

● your own name
● date of birth
● contact details
● National Insurance number
● child's name and date of birth
● school your child is attending 

Remember that pupils do not have to take the free meals all of the time 
but can have them when needed. The school also gets extra funding 
based on the FSM numbers and, as they say ‘every little helps’! 
The whole process is confidential and will not be shared with anyone.

The menus for this term they can be found at 
www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hc3s/education-catering/menu-primary
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