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Parking (Coaches) Both us and the infant school have trips coming up over the next couple of weeks so please do not park in the bus area 
on Upper Drove. If cars are parked there then it makes it very difficult to get the coaches in and out. (It is already quite difficult during busy 
times!) Many thanks.

Parent Survey: Thank you to everyone who filled in the survey last week, we really appreciate it. We have not fully analysed it yet but the 
overall results are below. We will finalise our planning in the next couple of weeks. There was a comment about learning time having been 
reduced but it is important to clarify that, due to the staggered start/finish times, we shortened lunchtimes by 20 minutes to ensure almost 
no learning time is lost.

‘Relaxed Uniform’: 85% in favour / 9% not in favour / 5% not sure
‘Soft opening’: 91% in favour / 6% not in favour / 3% not sure
Virtual Parent Consultations: 73% in favour / 19% not in favour / 8% not sure

COVID Update: Thank you for everyone being as careful as possible and watching for symptoms/getting tested when needed. Again, over 
the weekend, another 2 local primary schools were affected by positive test results, so we continue to be as vigilant as possible. One local 
secondary school has closed to years 7, 8 and 9 for a few days, which is a very challenging situation for them, and a local primary was 
closed last week to all but one year group. 
To be honest, it is mystifying that headteachers have to isolate groups, whilst at the same time watching the reopening of large events 
around the country. The last thing a headteacher wants to do is close a bubble. However, the guidance being given to schools has not 
changed and we still have contact trace within 2 metres. Public Health England have told us that even with a negative PCR test, a child or 
member of staff has to complete their period of isolation. This is why we are still keeping our bubbles as separate as possible, so that if we 
have a positive case it will hopefully only affect one class.There is a lot of national discussion about what this means for schools going 
forward because, if we have to continue with this, then sadly there is the potential for further disruption and more pupils/staff having to 
isolate during the autumn term. 

Notifying Positive Cases: If you have a positive case at the weekend or outside of school hours, then please email the school at 
covid@portwayjunior.net as this email address is monitored outside of regular hours and means we can give parents as much notice of 
potential disruptions. It is only for notifications of positive cases of pupils. (During office hours it is best to telephone through any positive 
results so we can react as quickly as possible.) Please tell us:

● who has tested positive & when they were tested,
● if they have had symptoms, when these started. 
● when the pupil was last in school (this really helps to speed up the process of identifying those who must isolate.)

If a child has symptoms, and is going to have a test, then this can be notified as an absence in the normal way and the same applies if  a 
child is having to isolate because of a contact with a positive case outside of school (rather than being positive themselves). If we do have 
to notify parents of a positive case then please be aware that, although the letter comes from us, it is a set letter that we have been given 
by the Department for Education to use.

Meeting new Teachers Obviously our ‘normal’ plans for pupils to meet their new teachers have been severely disrupted this year. It is not 
what we wanted, but we are bound by the rules outlined for us. However, we are still hoping to arrange for pupils in years 3, 4 & 5 (plus 
year 2 children joining us) to meet their new classteacher on Wednesday 21st July. It might be for a morning in their new classroom but, if 
this not permitted, then we will meet for a shorter time on the school grounds. We will let everyone know the final arrangements when we 
receive the updated guidance. We are also hoping to be able to let you know who your child’s new teacher will be on 16th July via a note 
sent home on that day.

September ‘Start the Year’ Events:  We have been looking at how we can arrange the start of the year meetings in September, 
presuming all restrictions have been lifted. The recorded sessions last year were popular, could be viewed at any time and gave key 
information about the year group. Therefore, we think we are likely to continue with those but we also want to give a chance for parents to 
say hello to the staff working with their child. We are thinking of copying the infants’ excellent idea, which has been very popular, and have 
a series of coffee mornings at the start of the day in early September. However, we are interested about potential numbers and, therefore, 
how we can organise these, so we have sent another quick survey to parents today as it would be useful to just to get a quick idea. 
Apologies for another survey but it should take less than a minute to complete and would really help us. (The link will be in the email that 
accompanies the Portway Press.)                Mr D

Sport/Art Week - Next Week is our sport/art week, and all year groups will have a sport event and the scores will contribute towards the 
house sport cup - the winner will be announced on the Friday as part of our Celebration Assembly. Obviously, it will not be the same without 
parents but we still hope the pupils will enjoy it. We will try to share some photos of the events and an email went home last Friday about 
this. Pupils are coming to school in PE kits so we don’t need to worry about them not having kit! The forecast is a little mixed but we will be 
able to move sessions round, depending on the weather, and so hope to get it all done within the week. (Well that is the plan!)

Day Closure - Friday 2nd July: Don’t forget this Friday is a day closure!

And finally… This Thursday is Mrs Donnelly’s last day with us at Portway. She is now a fully qualified teacher and has been snapped up by 
another local school. We have loved having Mrs Donnelly here for the past couple of years and we are going to miss her as she starts her 
teaching career. At the end of term, we will also be saying goodbye to Mr Bailey-Hobbs. He is moving to a new role nearer to where he lives 
and, with a baby due in a few weeks, he is going to be very busy! It has been lovely to have him working with us this year and we wish him 
every success in his new role.
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Eat Them to Defeat Them!
Week 4 - started 28th June - Carrots 

Week 5 - starts 5th July - Peas
This week it is carrots, followed by peas next week. It is a great way to 
try and get children to try different vegetables and then filling in the 
chart together.The pack went home before ½ term and included the wall 
chart and stickers so children can track their progress.

More information can be found on the website at 
https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/

PTA School Lottery
Another winner!

This week we had another winner from Portway on the school 
lottery! It is a really simple way to support our 2 schools and 
can make a real difference. The more people we can get 
signed up - the more the PTA receives.

For further details please see the flyer on the website at 
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/images/files/School%20Lottery%20-

%20How%20it%20works.pdf
Or visit the site to sign up at:

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/portway-parent-tea
cher-association

It is very simple—choose 6 numbers between 0-9 and if they 
match the weekly lottery draw, you win great prizes. One of 
our players will win a cash prize every week, maybe even the 
£25k jackpot! Tickets cost just £1 per week and the proceeds 
are donated to Portway Parent Teacher Association.
Every Saturday at 8pm the numbers are drawn and posted 
online. Winners are notified by email and winnings paid into 
the account of your choice. The easiest way to join the PTA  
lottery is online by direct debit or debit card. It’s so easy to 
join and will make a real difference to Portway Parent 
Teacher Association

The Community Pantry
Longmeadow Centre (Cricketer’s Way)

The principle of the pantry is to give those in need 
the opportunity to have a ‘helping hand’ by getting 
food at a lesser rate on a weekly basis.

Monday, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
9.30am to 12pm  Wednesdays 4pm-7pm

Facebook: ‘Connect 4 Community’  
Complete a membership form in advance (speak to 
Gemma Sacree, our Family Support Worker) or in 
person on the day 

£5 fee=£15 min goods (Limit of 1 visit per week)

Dates for the Diary
Thursday 1st July Year 4 Forest School Day
Friday 2nd July Day Closure (new date – following postponed day in February)
Monday 5th July Olympic Week at Portway (Sport/Art)
Monday 5th July 5HW Keyhaven trip 
Thursday 8th July 5DI Keyhaven trip 
Monday 12th July 5EBH Keyhaven trip 
Monday 12th July 3AW Harmony Woods Visit
Wednesday 14th July 3KT Harmony Woods Visit
Thursday 15th July 3CF Harmony Woods Visit
Friday 16th July 3AM Harmony Woods Visit
Tuesday 20th July Year 6 Virtual Graduations (6JM 9:30AM - 6TC 11:30AM - 6MK 1:30PM)
Thursday 22nd July Year 6 Trip to Paulton’s Park
Friday 23rd July Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15)

Early Dates for next Academic year
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures
Monday 6th Sept Autumn term starts for all children
Friday 4th March 2022 Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June 2022 Day Closures

This is a new not-for-profit community choir for the children of 
Andover and the surrounding villages, which starts in September. It 
is being run by a singing teacher and choral director working at 
Farleigh School. They have enhanced DBS checks and full 
safeguarding training and are also first aid trained. To register email 
clareoliver.ayc@gmail.com

Dress Down for Andover Trees United 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the fundraising for the Andover trees United 
outdoor classroom. We raised over £600, which is well over our target of £500, and is an 
amazing amount!  We will keep Scopay open for another week, so please keep donating 
- if you have forgotten or lost your details then please contact the school office and they 
can help (by phone or email). Every pound will make a difference! Andover Trees United 
were featured on BBC South Today last week and the clip can be watched at the 
following link. It features ex-Portway teacher, Wendy Davis! Andover Tees United do 
some amazing work and we are proud to be one of their partners.

  Link to South Today report: https://fb.watch/6j5wqg68L2/
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