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Welcome back and happy new year to everyone! I hope everyone had a pleasant Christmas break. This is a shorter 
Portway Press than usual but we will back as normal next week. I have repeated the key points below from the letter I 
emailed to parents last Sunday evening, just in case anyone did not see it. We have returned to school with several staff 
and pupils with positive COVID test results and we will closely monitor numbers of cases over the next few days. Please 
continue to let the office know if you have a suspected case (symptoms or a positive Lateral Flow Test/Device) and also 
please send a copy of the PCR results when received. This is really useful so that we can track cases, etc. On the back of 
this newsletter we have added some extracts from the official guidance about the changes to isolation after a positive 
COVId-19 result.
Some lovely news to start the new year - Mr Keeble and his partner had a baby boy over the holiday period. Mum, baby 
and the whole family are well and enjoying some time together before Mr Keeble returns to school.

House Winners: Ice House (blue) won the Housepoint Cup last term after a very close competition. 
Their reward for winning is a dress down this Friday (7th January.) No uniform needed on this day for 
Ice House - all other houses need to follow our normal uniform rules on Friday.

PORTWAY PLUS VACANCY
We have a vacancy for an after school club assistant to join us from 3.15 to 5.30pm three days a week (Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays).  If you are interested,please speak to Mrs Staff in the office.  Please see our website for further details: 
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies/after-school-club-assistant

As you are probably aware, the number of COVID cases locally has significantly increased over the holiday period and the local health 
officials are indicating there is the potential for further increases over the next few days/weeks. This is likely to affect schools both in 
terms of children and staff becoming ill.

Things Parents Can Do
1.Consider regularly testing your children using a LFD test (twice a week is generally recommended). We do realise that there is a 

shortage of LFTs at the moment and so this may not be possible for everyone.
2.Wear face masks on school site
3.Ensure the children come to school with warm clothes - this keeps them comfortable when windows are opened and enables us to  to 

help us to keep spaces ventilated. 
4.If your child has any symptoms (however mild) then please book a PCR test asap and isolate them until they get a clear (negative) 

result.

I know LFD testing is an inconvenience and not the most pleasant experience for your children but they do help to identify those with 
the virus but with no symptoms. Last term over 25% of our pupils caught the virus and many of these had no symptoms at all. Using 
LFDs is a decision for all parents to make as it is not a requirement for primary-aged pupils but might be a good way of keeping COVID 
cases out of school. Even if you could do at least one a week that would be beneficial. 

Things the School Will Do
1.Continue to use hand gel/hand washing 
2.Monitor CO2 levels using the monitors in each class - try to ensure ventilation remains at a good level at all times (e.g. windows open if 

possible)
3.Staff will continue to wear masks/face coverings in public areas
4.All whole school assemblies will continue to be online 
5.Maintain year group bubbles, wherever possible
6.Maintain enhanced cleaning 
7.Only allow essential visitors to the school (e.g. medical staff)  
8.Continue to inform parents if there is a positive case in their child’s class
9.Only consider closing a class as a very last resort (remote learning will be provided)

Updated Government Guidance
●POSITIVE TEST FOR COVID: If anyone has COVID symptoms or has a positive LFD test they must book a PCR test and stay in isolation 

until they receive their PCR result. If the PCR result is positive then they must isolate, however the isolation rules have changed according 
to the Government guidance. 

●ISOLATION PERIOD (after positive PCR test):  Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those 
who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier 
than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to children, with LFD testing at parental or 
guardian discretion. If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after 
the second negative test result and return to your education setting. Anyone who is unable to take LFT tests will need to complete the full 
10 day period of self-isolation.

●CLOSE CONTACTS People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, identified 
as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for seven days and continue to attend their setting as 
normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms at any time.

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies/after-school-club-assistant


Extracts from Stay at Home: Guidance for households with possible or or 
confirmed COVID-19 infection (updated on 30th December 2021) 

Full document at: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infec

tion?utm_source=4%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#SymptomsPositiveTest

If you have COVID-19 symptoms or have received a positive COVID-19 test result
You may be able to end your self-isolation period before the end of the 10 full days. You can take an LFD test from 6 days after the 
day your symptoms started (or the day your test was taken if you did not have symptoms), and another LFD test on the following day. 
The second LFD test should be taken at least 24 hours later. If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high 
temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative test result.

You should not take an LFD test before the sixth day of your isolation period, and you should only end your self-isolation after you 
have had 2 consecutive negative LFD tests which should be taken at least 24 hours apart. You should stop testing after you have had 
2 consecutive negative test results.

This guidance also applies to children and young people who usually attend an education or childcare setting. See diagram below.

If you are fully vaccinated or aged under 18 years and 6 months, and you live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, 
you are not legally required to self-isolate. However, you are strongly advised to take an LFD test every day for 7 days, and to 
self-isolate if any of these test results is positive.

Examples of when to end self-isolation if you have had COVID-19 symptoms or have received a positive 
COVID-19 test result

School Budget 2022-23 – Can you help?
Our budget, which starts in April, is yet to be announced but you may be able to help. Several years ago the government introduced 
a ‘pupil premium’, which means that schools will receive an amount of money in their budgets based on the numbers of pupils who 
are entitled to Free School Meals. Obviously we want to ensure we maximise the amount we receive so we would urge anyone 
who thinks they may be entitled to free school meals to have a look at the Hampshire County website 
www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary which can help you see whether you qualify. We must 
stress pupils do not have to take the free meals but it will help to increase our budget.  As one supermarket says… every little 
helps!
As always, time is very short as the school ‘census’ is on Thursday 20th January and this is the day that the government will 
collect the figures for the budget starting in April.

Dates for the Diary - Full dates on Portway Press next week
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