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I hope everyone had a good half term week - weather was mixed but has cheered up a little since we returned, although 
the woolly hat is out! We had a few more positive COVID cases over half term and we have now had 47 cases (staff and 
pupils) since school resumed on 7th September. That is over 10% of staff/pupils and some of the adults, in particular, have 
been quite poorly several weeks after the initial positive result. Obviously these cases are spread out over several weeks, 
but are still concerning. 
Please continue to let us know about any positive cases asap so that we can keep everyone up-to-date. During term time 
please ring the office (01264 352060) to let us know or email on the admin email (adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk). 
The special COVID email (covid@portwayjunior.net) is for school holidays and so is not always checked during term time.  
We will continue with our policy of informing parents of a positive case in their child’s class. This will enable families to be 
extra vigilant for the signs and symptoms of COVID-19. If a child has any of the symptoms (high temperature, new 
continuous cough or a loss of smell/taste), even if quite mild, then they must get a PCR test and isolate until the result 
comes back. The guidance is clear that a PCR not a LFT test needs to be done for children with symptoms. We know this 
causes disruption for families but it is important that this is done consistently. PCR tests are generally easy to access and 
results tend to come back within 24-48 hours. Details at: 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
We have also had a higher number of other illnesses circulating the 
school recently. Research seems to indicate that this may be a 
consequence of the COVID rules being relaxed in the community. Last 
year our attendance, if you remove COVID-related reasons, was the 
highest it has been for several years (over 97%) and so this might be 
what is happening. As we the winter period starts then we will need to 
be aware of how this develops.    Mr D

Your Time to Shine - Friday 19th November As part of our work to encourage pupils to remember to ‘Be Bright, Be Seen’ at this time of 
year,  we are going to have a ‘Your Time to Shine’ dress down day on Friday 19th November. We are inviting pupils to come to school in 
their brightest clothes or accessories possible! There is no charge for this dress-down day and is designed to raise awareness! 

Virtual Parent Consultations – 3, 9 & 11 Nov
(Please see the original email for details)

Once you have booked, you will receive a confirmation email. This email will also give you the link that you 
will need to connect to the video appointment with your child’s teacher. Please be aware that each 
appointment will last for 10 minutes but, if you are late logging onto your appointment, this will be reflected 
in your appointment time, e.g. if you are 2 minutes late logging in, there will only be 8 minutes remaining of 
your scheduled appointment. 

The booking system closed yesterday so if you wish to make any changes, please contact the school office but there is no guarantee 
that a change will be able to be made.
In order to attend a virtual parent consultation you will need to have a device with a microphone and a speaker (most laptops, tablets 
and smartphones have these built in) and a compatible web browser (Safari, Chrome, Firefox). There is a guide at the following link 
giving information about how to attend your appointments via video call, please click to read more:

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call
There is a video which shows you how to log in and attend your video appointment. Underneath the video is a helpful article with written 
information to the same effect including how to invite another parent/guardian to join your appointment.
It is important to remember to use the same email you booked the appointment to log on to the meeting. A reminder should be sent to 
that email 1 hour before your appointment time and this will include a link for you to use. 
Parents of 6EP with appointments for tonight (Wednesday 3rd Nov) should have had an email last night postponing the appointments 
today. Please see the email for details.

We LOVE our PTA We just wanted to thank the PTA for their amazing work recently. They have worked so hard and, in 
particular, we would like to thank Mrs Adamek-Longman (PTA Chair), for everything she does. We need their financial 
support more than ever now! The uptake for the Portway Puds has been a little slow and we need a few more to reach 
the minimum order. This year the PTA is offering a selection of delicious puddings for pre-order only. Choose from three 
tantalising varieties: 

*Premium Christmas Pudding 454g  *Luscious Lemon Pudding 290g  *Sticky Toffee Pudding 290g
All options are just £6 each and  each pudding comes in its own presentation box and makes a 
lovely holiday gift! Please fill out the order form, available at the following link: Portway Puds 2021
Please include payment (cash only) with order form and return to school no later than Wednesday, 
10 November 2021! Be sure to include the pupil’s name and class on the order form or we will not 
be able to process your order.  All profits go to the Portway PTA and directly into the school to 
support our children!
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Dates for the Diary
Wednesday 3rd Nov Year 6 Swimming Sessions start
Wednesday 3rd Nov 3:30-7:00 Parent Consultations
Tuesday 9th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Thursday 11th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Friday 19th Nov ‘Your Time to Shine’ Dress Down Day
Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break

Portway PTA News
PTA Portway Puddings  - 1 Week Left to Deadline Orders, including cash, should be sent in to either school 
office by no later than Wednesday 10th November (1 week today!). Make sure you don’t miss out! The details 
are also on our website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/psa-news

Pumpkin Patch! Well done to everyone who took part - the number of entries were amazing! There was a 
winner for each class and then a winner for the whole school but judging them was VERY difficult indeed! 

PTA Penny Wars This has now finished - the counting of coins has begun and we will let you know when we 
have the final figures.

Portway Welcomes Paralympic Gold Medal Winner, Aaron Phipps!
Just before ½ term - the Paralympic athlete Aaron Phipps, who won a gold medal at the Tokyo Paralympic Games, visited our school. 
Aaron met with all pupils and staff and spoke inspiringly about the challenges and experiences he has had in his life so far and how he has 
overcome these. 
Aaron, who was born in Southampton, contracted meningitis when he was just 15 and was extremely poorly for a long time. To save his 
life, both of Aaron’s legs and all of his fingers were amputated and he spent a lot of time learning how to walk and do simple activities 
again.
As part of his recovery, Aaron began to raise money for the meningitis charity through taking part in races in his wheelchair. Although this 
was extremely difficult for him, rather than giving up, it made him persevere and ask others for help so that he would get better at it. It was 
through wheelchair racing that Aaron became involved in wheelchair rugby - also known as murderball - and played for a local team. Due 
to Aaron’s perseverance, hard work - training for up to ten times a week - and motivation to achieve his goal of getting to a Paralympic 
Games, Aaron’s skills as a wheelchair rugby player went from strength to strength. 
After not winning a gold medal in the London 2012 Paralympic Games, Aaron and the wheelchair rugby team trained even harder for the 
Tokyo Games. It was in Japan that they overcame the American team - the most decorated wheelchair rugby team in the world - to win the 
gold medal! Winning this medal made the Team GB wheelchair rugby team the most successful team on the planet! 
As well as describing his determination and hard work to achieve the gold medal, Aaron also spoke with pupils about his adventures on 
Kilimanjaro. Aaron climbed the highest mountain in Africa to raise money for the meningitis charity. It took six days to do so and Aaron was 
determined to do this himself, despite his supporting team offering to carry him. After his wheelchair got stuck on day two, Aaron padded 
his knees with padding from B&Q and crawled his way to the summit of the mountain! He described the acute pain he was in during this 
time but this was no barrier to him achieving his dream of being a double amputee to climb a mountain unaided. 
Aaron’s visit to our school was nothing short of inspirational! Paralympic athletes are often described as being ‘superhuman superheroes’ 
and, after spending the day with Aaron, we can all conclude that he is most definitely a superhero! It has been clear, through all of Aaron’s 
talks with the children, that this superhero status has been achieved through setting goals, working hard and asking for help where it is 
needed; things that any of us can do. All of us at Portway Junior have been completely inspired by Aaron’s example of courage, 
determination and excellence! Many thanks to Miss Windross for organising the visit.

Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break
Friday 4th March 2022 Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June 2022 Day Closures
Thursday 21st July 1:15 End of School Year

adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk  Office telephone: 01264 352060  Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 (4:00 on Fridays)
Messages can be left on the answerphone outside of these times (or at any other time)

Winter is coming! 
As we head into the winter months can we remind everyone that a coat is needed every day in school. 
Whenever we can, we do our best to get children out at breaktimes/lunchtimes so a coat is very important. 
Many thanks.

Poppy Appeal 2021 Poppies are now available for children to buy at breaktime every day. It would be useful if any poppy 
money is brought to school in an envelope clearly marked with child’s name and ‘Poppy Money’. We have suggested a 
minimum of 50p donation. As usual on Thursday 11th November, we shall be gathering together to mark the 2 minute 
silence.
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