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COVID-19 Update The number of positive cases in school has reduced a little, which is a relief, as some pupils have 
returned from their isolation period. However we are still having 1 or 2 positive cases notified most days and so we are not 
out of the woods yet. The number of cases within the Test Valley area has risen significantly in the last few days and is still 
well above the national average. The good news is that the majority of pupils seem to get relatively mild illness but our 
experience is that it can be more severe for adults. There have been quite a few positive cases where pupils have had no 
symptoms or different symptoms to the 3 common ones that have been highlighted throughout the pandemic. Some of our 
staff, who have tested positive, have been very poorly and are taking a significant amount of time to recover from it. 
Together with absences when getting a test due to symptoms, (luckily mostly coming back negative) and other illnesses 
circulating, it has meant a disruptive time for some classes, office, etc. My fear is that we have not reached the full winter 
period yet and that has the possibility to bring more disruption. Once again, (I know I say this a lot!) but thank you for all of 
your continuing support and understanding. At the moment we are going to concentrate on the core of teaching and 
learning and helping pupils after a very disrupted 2 years. It does mean some of the ‘extras’ are not taking place yet but, 
hopefully the continuing vaccination programme will bring some stability as the year progresses. At the moment it is a 
challenge to ensure classes are covered, etc and this must remain our priority.
The Feelings Game  Over the past few years I have enjoyed listening to podcasts and one of them I like is called ‘Life 
Lessons: From Sports and Beyond’ (it used to be called ‘Don’t Tell Me The Score’) It is written and presented by someone 
called Simon Mundie and I came across an article recently written by him, which I thought was really interesting and worth 
sharing with parents. It sounds such a simple idea but it one that might be worth trying and it obviously worked for him and 
his family.

‘The Feelings Game: This is something my wife and I have done with our little girl every night over the last few months, and I can 
honestly say it has been a family game-changer. I got the idea from Clarke Carlisle, who told me about it towards the end of this 

DTMTS episode. Our little girl was struggling while returning to school after the second lockdown. She was getting frustrated but 
was finding it hard to express herself, until we started playing this game. Before bed we talk about one thing that made us happy 

from that day, one that made us sad, one thing we are excited about, one thing that we are worried about and one thing that made us 
laugh. The first time I tried it she wasn’t having any of it, until I shared my feelings first. Since then, she has opened up in a big way. 
She has even processed some old traumas that my wife and I weren’t even aware of. She now understands that it’s normal to feel the 

full range of human emotions, because she hears me and my wife being vulnerable and open when we talk about our feelings, too. 
Since we started playing it, it’s like she’s a different girl. She is learning the language of emotions while learning the power of 

vulnerability. Even her teachers have taken us to one side to say what a difference they have noticed in her.’
Mr D

PTA Penny Wars - Starts Today! (Wednesday 6th October - Friday 22nd October)
Each year group has their own jar for collecting money. (Full details on flyer coming home 
today)
GAIN points by adding Pennies to your year groups jar!
LOWER other year group’s totals by adding Silver coins to their jars!
Prizes will be awarded to the year group with the highest overall total!
The penny jar will be kept in the shelter near the year 3 area (on the edge of the 
playground)

Flu Immunisations for Pupils  Flu immunisations for all pupils has been provisionally arranged for Thursday 21st 
October.  We are waiting for further information from the NHS Nurses Team and will forward this on as soon as we have 
received it.

Individual Photographs The photographer will be coming into school next week, Thursday 14th October, to take 
individual photographs of the children.  Unfortunately, due to current restrictions, we will not be able to offer sibling 
photographs again this year.  If you DO NOT wish your child to have their photograph taken, please email 
adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk to let us know. Although all the photograph proofs will be sent home, there is no 
pressure to purchase any of the products offered.

Harvest Donation This Friday (8th October) is the collect day for the donations for the local foodbank. Please see all the 
details on the back of the newsletter. Donations can be dropped off in the main hall before school on Friday - please use 
the side doors (the ones opposite the dining hall.) Many thanks.

LSA Role We are looking for a Learning Support Assistant (LSA) to join our team. All the details are on the website at 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/featured/learning-support-assistant-vacancy

Year 5 Trip Last week an email went home to all year 5 parents and carers about a trip, which take place next week. If 
you did not receive it then please contact the office asap and they will send you the details.

mailto:adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk
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Dates for the Diary
Friday 8th Oct Harvest Festival Donation Day
Tuesday 12th Oct Year 5 Trip to Science Centre/Planetarium
Thursday 14th Oct Individual Photograph Day
Wednesday 20th Oct Aaron Phipps (Gold medal paralympian) visits Portway!
Monday 25th Oct ½ Term Week
Wednesday 3rd Nov Year 6 Swimming Sessions start
Wednesday 3rd Nov 3:30-7:00 Parent Consultations
Tuesday 9th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Thursday 11th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break

adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk
Office telephone: 01264 352060

Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 (4:00 on Fridays)
Messages can be left on the answerphone 
outside of these times (or at any other time)

At the end of this week we are collecting donations for our 
local Foodbank. They help people who are in need across the 
Test Valley and last year was able to feed 6822 people with 
emergency boxes! 1935 of these were children. 
We’d love to be able to make a great contribution to the 
Foodbank again this year and will be doing so on Friday 8th 
October when Foodbank staff will pop into school to collect 
our donations at around 10:00 am. Andover  Foodbank would 
really appreciate donations of the following items: 

● Tinned meat & fruit 
● Long life fruit juice 
● Tinned rice pudding 
● Tea / Coffee 
● Long life milk 
● Tinned fish 
● Hot chocolate 

● Pasta sauce 
● Biscuits 
● Tinned potatoes / instant 

mash
● Dried rice / pasta
● Tinned custard 
● Tinned tomatoes 

Please bring items to the school hall this Friday in the morning. The hall can be accessed via the fire doors and donations should be left 
on the tables in the hall. 

Year 5 Swimming
Year 5 have been lucky enough to go swimming at the leisure 
centre with the incredible staff that work there.The swimming 
instructors are very supportive and the leisure centre is an 
extremely good place to go swimming.

There are so many different types of swimming: front crawl, 
backstroke, breast stroke and dolphin swimming. The 
instructors are very kind. They make swimming amazing and 
exciting so we can learn swimming in a fun way. You can learn 
swimming at your own pace because the swimming instructors 
know what each person needs to do to improve.The swimming 
teachers seem to really enjoy teaching us. If we have any 
spare time at the end of the lesson we get to play games in the 
pool. We have so much fun, it really is an amazing opportunity 
for us.  By Lola & Keiran

FREE SCHOOL MEALS - Do you qualify?
It takes a few seconds online to check.

Hampshire County Council Catering Services (HC3S) has an online 
service so parents can check their eligibility for free school meals 
themselves. This self-service option is available at:

 www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary 

To complete a check, you need the following information for yourself (or the person you are checking on behalf of):
your own name & date of birth  /  contact details  /  child's name and date of birth  /  current school 

Remember that pupils do not have to take the free meals all of the time but can have them when needed. The school also gets extra 
funding based on the FSM numbers and, as they say ‘every little helps’! 
The whole process is confidential and will not be shared with anyone.
The menus for this term they can be found at  https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hc3s/education-catering/menu-primary

Foodbank  Donations THIS  Friday (8th October)

Football Match: Last week there was a hastily arranged Hampshire 
Cup match against Alderwood Junior School, which was hit by staff 
and pupil COVID issues. But the game did go ahead and Portway won, 
reaching the second round of the competition. It was a good game, 
played on a great spirit with both of the Portway goals were scored by 
the captain, Mohammed. This is the first inter-school sports fixture for 
18 months! We will be arranging fixtures with local school shortly and 
there will be opportunities for others to try out for the teams. Thank you 
to Mr Keeble, Mr Kirby & Mr Staff for setting it all up at very short 
notice.
Team: Mohammed (c), George Flitter (g), Jacob Miles. Louis Carrott, 
Drew Williams, Grayson Wells, Alfie Taylor, Jack England

Please could everyone check that all items brought into school, 
especially jumpers, are labelled with your child’s name. It makes 
reuniting lost property with the right pupil a lot easier! Many 
thanks.

Year 7 Applications (Current Year 6 Pupils): Final Deadline - Sunday 31st October
The date for Year 6 parents to apply for a Year 7 place for next September is Saturday 31st October, which is at the end of 1/2 term 
week. It is very important that all applications are made by this date as late applications are put to the bottom of the list. Last year all 3 
local secondary schools were full and so were unable to offer places to local children who had only applied somewhere else or applied 
late. All of the details are on the link below but please ask if you need any help.

www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7

Year 3 have a Forest School day on Friday 8th 
October - see email that went home to Y3 
parents/carers on Tuesday for details.

Messages for School: Please can we ask that any messages, eg being collected early, appointments, etc, be put in your 
child’s diary for their teacher to see and pass on to the office.
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