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COVID Update: As I am writing this, we received a long update from the Department for Education (DfE) last night, following 
the Prime Minister’s announcement earlier in the week. We will be looking at the guidance over the next few days and also 
consulting with the infant school. It would seem sensible, however, not to make too many changes at the end of term as it will 
only be a few days until we finish. We still want to limit the spread of the virus just before the summer break. As far as we can 
see, children will still have to isolate if they come into contact with a positive case until 16th August, which means that 
isolation of contacts in school will stay in place until the end of term. Obviously we want to avoid this for children and families 
as the holidays start. We also have a lot of younger staff who have only had their first vaccine and we want to protect them as 
well.

Once any changes have been clarified we will obviously let you know next week in the Portway Press. This week we have 
already had several staff having to isolate, despite not being ill themselves. The end of the school year is always quite fraught 
and very busy normally, so this is adding to the pressure on staff in the school. 

Annual Report: A week on Friday parents/carers will be receiving their child’s end of year report. If parents of a child do not 
live together and both want a copy, then the easiest way to ensure this happens is to send in a stamped-addressed envelope 
to the office beforehand and we will make sure a copy goes into the post when they are given out. You will also receive an 
email on the same day informing you which class your child is going to be in for September 2021. Please be assured that we 
work hard on these lists and, whilst friendship is not a factor we prioritise, we try to make sure we balance the classes in 
terms of gender, behaviour and academic ability. As you will realise it is a difficult job to balance all of those elements. I would 
like to emphasise that we will not consider moving any child from one class to another. We ask that you trust our professional 
judgement and give your child time to settle in September. Over the years I have known of many parents who were anxious 
when they initially saw the class lists, only to be absolutely delighted with how their child subsequently got on in that class.

September: The final results of the parent survey are below and, once we have digested the full guidance from the DfE we 
will let you know what September will look like. However, it is clear that the vast majority of parents support a move towards 
the ‘relaxed’ style uniform and a soft opening and so these are likely to be taken on board.

○ Uniform - 85.8% in favour of relaxed uniform. 8.6% full uniform. 5.6% unsure. 
○ Soft starts - 90.9% in favour. 6.1% against.3% unsure
○ Virtual parents evenings - 72.6% in favour. 19.8% face to face. 7.6% unsure. 

Meeting new Teachers: As we said last week, we are still hoping to arrange for pupils in years 3, 4 & 5 (plus year 2 children 
joining us) to meet their new class teacher on Wednesday 21st July. We hope this will be for a morning in their new 
classroom but, if not, then we will meet for a shorter time on the school grounds. We will also announce the arrangements for 
the ‘Start the Year’ meetings and coffee mornings (although this will have to be after the classes are finalised.)

      Mr D

Sport/Art Week This has all started very well and we hope to share some photographs later so you can have a look at what we have 
been doing. We will send a message out via email when they are available.

● PTA School Another winner from portway for the school lottery this week, winning just under £20! To sign up go to 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/portway-parent-teacher-association with the profits going to the Portway PTA!

Dates for the Diary
Thursday 8th July 5DI Keyhaven trip
Monday 12th July 5EBH Keyhaven trip 
Monday 12th July 3AW Harmony Woods Visit
Wednesday 14th July 3KT Harmony Woods Visit
Thursday 15th July 3CF Harmony Woods Visit
Friday 16th July 3AM Harmony Woods Visit
Tuesday 20th July Year 6 Virtual Graduations (6JM 9:30AM - 6TC 11:30AM - 6MK 1:30PM)
Wednesday 21st July Potential Step Up’ morning for years 2-5 (to be confirmed)
Thursday 22nd July Year 6 Trip to Paulton’s Park
Friday 23rd July Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15)

Early Dates for next Academic year
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures
Monday 6th Sept Autumn term starts for all children
Friday 4th March 2022 Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June 2022 Day Closures

Reminder for Year 3: Don’t forget that the year 3 event is this Friday (9th July). Thank you to those who signed up to come along, the list 
is now closed. It all starts at 5:00 on Friday and will finish promptly at 7:00. Please can parents drop off and pick up at the bottom gate on 
Upper Drove. Children should wear clothes appropriate for the weather - who knows what that will be like on Friday! Obviously if the 
weather is terrible we would have to cancel but this looks unlikely at the moment.

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/portway-parent-teacher-association


Eat Them to Defeat Them!
Week 4 - started 5th July - Peas

Week 5 - starts 12th July - Broccoli (Last week!)
This week it is peas, followed by the last vegetable of the campaign - broccoli! 
Encourage your child to fill in the chart and track their progress over the 6 weeks.

More information can be found on the website at https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/

Notifying Positive Cases: If you have a positive case at the weekend 
or outside of school hours, then please email the school at 
covid@portwayjunior.net as this email address is monitored outside of 
regular hours and means we can give parents as much notice of 
potential disruptions. It is only for notifications of positive cases of 
pupils. (During office hours it is best to telephone through any positive 
results so we can react as quickly as possible.) Please tell us:

● who has tested positive & when they were tested,
● if they have had symptoms, when these started. 
● when the pupil was last in school (this really helps to speed 

up the process of identifying those who must isolate.)

https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com/
mailto:covid@portwayjunior.net

