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Some personal news… After almost 20 years as a headteacher (15 years at Portway Junior School)  I have 
decided that this will be my last year. I will be retiring at the end of the academic year (I am afraid you have to 
put up with me until July - sorry!)  I have been teaching since the 1980s and it is time to slow down a little. It 
has been an honour to be part of the school and it will be very hard as the end of the year gets nearer. I have 
decided to let everyone know now so that there is plenty of time to look for my successor.         Mr Deery

Christmas PTA Raffle!
Christmas Raffle: ALL raffle tickets must be in tomorrow  - so still time 
to win one of the totally amazing hampers! The raffle will be drawn 
tomorrow (Thursday 9th) at the infant school, so make sure you get 
your tickets in!
Christmas Balloon Race: The race begins today for 1 week - keep an eye on 
how your balloon is progressing at www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA 

Performance

COVID Update The number of cases has crept up 
again in the last few days with several pupils and a 
member of staff receiving positive test results, 
although none of them (as far as we are aware) are 
linked to the Omicron variant. Unfortunately that 
now means we have had 100 positive cases in 
school since the start of September, which has been 
very challenging.
Unfortunately staff decided to err on the side of caution and cancelled the staff Christmas event, which was 
taking place at the end of the week.The last thing they wanted was to be the cause of some families being 
affected over the Christmas holiday.
Due to the number of covid cases in school, and recent Government guidance, the following are some of the 
covid mitagations we have in place.  

● No whole school assemblies in hall - they are being held remotely. 
● In communal areas, staff are wearing face coverings & limiting time together.
● All classes now have CO2 monitors installed to gauge the ventilation in the room and to try and ensure 

it is kept at a safe level.  
● Children will continue to wash hands and classrooms will be cleaned regularly.
● We are keeping year groups as separate as much as possible i.e. bubbles. 
● Essential visitors only in school (no big groups)

As you will probably know, anyone who comes into contact with the omicron variant will have to isolate for 10 
days, regardless of age or vaccination status. This has the potential to be very disruptive in school if we have to 
send pupils and staff home. We do not want staff and pupils isolating during the Christmas holiday and we want 
to do everything we can to avoid this. Due to staff illness and covid, we have not had a full quota of staff since 
October. Again, this sort of absence is very much in line with what other schools are experiencing. This 
continued absence makes it difficult to carry out some of the activities/support that we would normally do. It has 
been a challenging few weeks and we are not expecting any let up in the final 10 days of this term. Thank you 
for all of your continued support.

Teacher Change: I am very sad to announce that Mrs Walker (year 3 leader) is leaving us at the end of term.  We will all 
really miss Mrs Walker, as she has played a significant part in the life of the school for many years. She has an opportunity 
to spend an extended period in Australia, which is very exciting indeed for her. Her son has been living there for some time 
and so the past 2 years have obviously been very difficult with her family being so far apart.  I am sure you will join me in 
wishing her the very best. The good news is that Mrs Wassell has returned from maternity leave and will take over from 
Mrs Walker. Last week we also said goodbye to Mrs McKernan, who retired from her role as Learning Support Assistant. 
Mrs McKernan has given amazing service to the school for over 23 years. During that time I know she will have helped and 
supported hundreds of children and we wish her a well-deserved retirement. We will also miss her positivity, which always 
lifted staff spirits when things were challenging.

http://www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA


Dates for the Diary
Fri 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Tues 4th Jan  Spring Term Begins

Christmas at Portway Junior 2021 – Diary & Events
Christmas Cards: Cards can now be brought into school. Each year group will have a post box for cards in their area, 
rather than one for the whole school. Last day for posting will be Thursday 16th December.

Carol Service: As mentioned previously, we are going to record a carol service in school so that we can share with 
parents. It will obviously look very different than usual and we won’t be able to physically get the pupils together, but 
we will try and keep some of the key elements. We are planning to hold this in school on Wednesday 15th December 
and make it available to parents virtually.

Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up Day On Thursday 16th December it will be our Christmas dinner (details were sent 
home recently) and Christmas dressing up day. For dress-up day pupils can wear as much or as little Christmas 
clothes or accessories as they like. Please don’t go and buy a special Christmas jumper if you haven’t got one. A 
normal jumper with some tinsel can work just as well or you can be as creative as you like! (On Friday 17th pupils do 
not have to wear uniform either, if this is easier for parents.)

Panto Comes to Portway (virtually!) Each class will be watching a panto at some point during the ‘Christmas week’. 
It is a ‘live’ recorded professional performance of Aladdin. Our amazing PTA have paid for us to watch it! (Oh yes they 
have!)

Last Day The last day of term is Friday 17th December and, as you know, we always finish earlier on this day so will 
finish at 1:15. Pupils do not have to wear uniform.

Calshot - Year 6 Residential (January 2022) The medical form (and final letter) was sent home via email 2 
weeks ago. Thank you for all of the completed forms - please remember that the deadline is this Friday 
(12th December.) It is important that all of the medical forms are in by this date. Many thanks.

Reading Advent Calendar  Thank you for the messages about the reading calendar, which 
will run right through the holidays until Christmas Eve (some days there will be more than 1 
chapter as there are 33 in total.)  Every day there is a new chapter or 2 being read by a 
different member of staff. Please see your child's Google Classroom for all of the chapters 
(you can catch up on previous chapters as well!) You will need to be logged into Google 
using your child’s own login to access this - logins are in the front of children’s diaries. 

St Mary’s Church, Andover

Christingle – 24th December 6pm
Join us for our family Christingle service at 6pm (our 4pm 
service fully booked but you can book on for the 6pm service), 
to make a Christingle and hear the Christmas story!
A special moment to celebrate together on Christmas Eve!

Please book using the following link: 

Christingle Service - 6pm (24-Dec-2021) · ChurchSuite Events

We would love to see you!

Musiko Musika Visit Years 3 & 6
Recently Year 3 and 6 had a treat  - a visit from 
Musiko Musika! However we are not alone as years 4 
and 5 had a visit a few weeks ago. Through a 
collection of songs and pieces of music, the group 
explored the musical heritage of several countries  
including Nigeria, Chile, The Gambia and the United 
Kingdom. Under the guidance of the amazing band 
members (and socially distanced from us) - Mauricio, 
Musa, Rachel and Yamis - we learnt songs written by 
themselves and others. They said they were very 
impressed by our knowledge and behaviour and all 
the pupils thoroughly enjoyed the event. 
By Timothy (6TC)

 

Poppy Appeal 2021: Thank you to everyone who 
brought poppies, etc recently. The Royal British 
Legion have told us that £271.55 was raised to help 
continue their vital welfare and benevolent work.

https://stmarysandover.churchsuite.com/events/y5ik4oeh

