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Welcome to the 2021-22 school year! Let’s hope it is a little more straightforward than last year (although I am 
sure I said exactly the same last September!)
It was lovely to see so many children back into school on Monday. They all settled in really well and it was 
especially lovely to meet all of the new year 3 pupils and the other new children around the school. Well done!

The new routines/arrangements seemed to go relatively smoothly but we will keep it all under review. The first 
couple of days’ lunchtimes were a bit of a challenge but it is already much better and it is lovely for children 
across the year groups to be able to play together. We know it is not perfect and we will keep reviewing it. 
Again, thank you for your flexibility and understanding. We are still learning the ‘new normal’!

We already have several pupils who are absent from school, due to having COVID-19, but all caught it before 
term started. Today we have been informed of 2 positive cases of pupils, who have been in school. We have 
emailed the parents of children in those classes so they are aware.  It is a reminder that infection rates are 
really high and COVID-19 has not gone away. In order to keep everyone as safe as possible, and to prevent 
infection spreading, please ensure that when a pupil has any, even mild, symptoms they must isolate and get 
a PCR test. It is really important that this happens as soon as possible. Test results seem to be coming back 
quite quickly at the moment, which is encouraging. Obviously if the PCR is negative, and they are well enough 
to be in school, children can return.

If we have any more cases in school, which is likely, we will notify parents of pupils in that class, just so they 
are aware and can keep an extra eye out for symptoms. If we have 5 or more cases then we have to inform 
Public Health England and they will advise whether we need to reintroduce some of the previous measures. 
Obviously, if this happens, we will email everyone to let them know but we are really hoping this won’t be 
needed.

Under the new rules, pupils who are a close contact of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 do not 
need to isolate. They should instead get a PCR test and should only isolate if they test positive. The formal 
responsibility for advising individuals on isolation/testing has now moved to NHS Test & Trace. However, if 
your child has tested positive then please let the school office know and follow up by sending us a copy of the 
official notification of the PCR result, which is normally sent via a text or email. If a parent has a positive test 
result, but the son/daughter does not, then the children can still attend school and we have been told it is OK 
for them to be brought to school by family members or neighbours, etc.

Obviously if pupils are off with COVID-19 then they are likely to be unwell and so would not be expected to 
complete work at home, similar to any normal absence because of illness.  However, if a pupil has a positive 
COVID-19 result but has no symptoms and are not ill, then we will send home a link to our website which can 
be used to access some home learning.  After their first day of absence, the teacher will do their best to 
upload tasks to the Google Classroom for pupils to complete. Previously the whole class would have been 
isolating but obviously, with a class to teach at the same time, this can be a big challenge so please bear with 
us! 

We have recorded the ‘Start the Year’ messages for each year group. They are available on the front page of 
the website or via the link we sent home last Friday via email.

Mr D



Dates for the Diary
Thursday 9th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 3EC (from 8:45)
Friday 10th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 4DI/4CA (from 8:45)
Monday 13th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 4CF/4MK (from 8:45)
Tuesday 14th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in Year 5 (from 8:45)
Wednesday 15th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in Year 6 (from 8:45)
Monday 20th Sept Year 6 Bikeability Week
Wednesday 22nd Sept Year 5 Swimming Sessions Start
Friday 4th March 2022 Day Closure
Mon/Tues 6/7 June 2022 Day Closures

Year 6 Bikeability Week
20th - 24th September

The week after next is Year 6 Bikeability week. 
Bikeability runs each year at this time for our 
pupils in Year 6. Each class will have a 
session every day throughout the week and 
will need to have their bicycles and helmets in 
school every day. 
You may remember that the letter, with all the 
details, went home in July. There was a google 
form to complete and we have sent it home 
again to some parents today as a reminder.
If your child would like to bring their bike to 
school on Monday 20th and leave it in school 
for the week, they may do so. Bikes will be 
stored in the school garden and the gate will 
be locked each night; however you may wish 
to provide your own bike lock for extra 
security. If children take their bikes home each 
day, they must walk them into and off of school 
premises; pupils are not allowed to ride bikes 
when they are in the school grounds.  

Year 7 Secondary School Applications A letter went home to all 
year 6 parents earlier this week about the process for applying for 
a secondary school place for September 2022. If you did not 
receive it then please contact the school office.
Applications open on Monday 13th September and must be 
received no later than Sunday 31st October.
For further details please visit:

www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7

Portway’s Parent Teacher Association (PTA) AGM 
Thursday 23rd September 7:00 pm 

Portway Infant School Hall
All parents are automatically members of the 
PTA, who do a great job raising £1000s for 
both schools. 
Coming home later this week will be further 
details of how you can help, including the 
school lottery and Amazon Smile.
But please try and come along to the AGM 
on 23rd September. We are delighted that 
Kasey has agreed to be the chair again this 
year but this will be her last year and so we 
are looking for someone to shadow her 
during the year. 
Further details via portway.psa@outlook.com

Soft Start The new soft start seems to have worked well so far. 
Remember pupils can arrive at school between 8:45 & 9:00 and pupils 
should go straight to their classroom. If pupils have to be on site prior to 
this, they must use the breakfast club (opens from 8:15 and is £1.50 per 
day). On the letter last week I did make an error and said you didn’t have 
to book a place, but the office have asked if you can please book via 
Scopay so that the staff have a register ready in the mornings.

Portway Press We hope to continue to publish the Portway Press 
every Wednesday and will always be added to the school website 
and emailed to all parents. We will not be giving out paper copies 
and so it is important that everyone lets the office know their email 
if you are not receiving any updates.  With next week’s Press we 
will issue a Calendar of Events showing provisional dates for the 
year and we will also add these to the online diary on the website. 
At the moment the future of several events is uncertain so 
everything is provisional.  

Swimming 
Swimming lessons for Year 5 will start on Wednesday 22nd 

September for 5 weeks and more details will be sent home shortly. As 
Year 6 missed out last year, this will be followed by lessons for Year 6 
starting on 3rd November, also for 5 weeks.      Athletics Track Opening Event 23/9/21

Andover Athletics Club and 
Andover Triathlon Club are hosting an open session at the newly 
refurbished Andover Athletics Track on Thursday 23rd September 2021 
from 5-6.30pm. It is for members of the community to come and have a 
go at various running, jumping, throwing events which will showcase 
the range of facilities available onsite at the athletics track, as well as 
give the tracks home clubs an opportunity to showcase themselves.

The session will be opened by Cllr Ian Jeffrey and there will be an 
opportunity to meet GB athlete Holly Mills, who is a rising star in the 
Athletics community. Holly started her journey at Andover Athletics 
club, and is now representing Great Britain in pentathlon and 
heptathlon events across the globe. (Holly was also a pupil at the 
school where Mr Deery was headteacher before he joined Portway.)

After this event the track will officially reopen 
to the public who will be able to book access 
to the facility by using the online 
bookings system, alternatively residents can 
enquire by contacting the pitch bookings 
team on pitchbookings@testvalley.gov.uk

http://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7
https://scanner.topsec.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftestvalley.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D665ea61e9b50f31d900a12e7e%26id%3Dda4425831a%26e%3D6028207905&r=show&t=4689ff3dc393f3325dbdf6c97f1d674af0a9a371&d=2471
https://scanner.topsec.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftestvalley.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D665ea61e9b50f31d900a12e7e%26id%3D7ae6459f6a%26e%3D6028207905&r=show&t=2a2e193e4c8662bdaeed6be3f4de9b9140b6ade3&d=2471
https://scanner.topsec.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftestvalley.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D665ea61e9b50f31d900a12e7e%26id%3D2415addc6f%26e%3D6028207905&r=show&t=1bbe515b291ec0ac6b3dd616b0185f1db74cd597&d=2471
https://scanner.topsec.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftestvalley.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D665ea61e9b50f31d900a12e7e%26id%3D069f8981ca%26e%3D6028207905&r=show&t=db4489c0ae224b592f50645d2ed833465fc37dcf&d=2471


Official Advice re Positive Cases 
What if someone tests positive or has symptoms? Do they need to isolate? 
Self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test (a test that is sent to the lab) on GOV.UK as 
soon as possible if you have any of these 3 symptoms of COVID-19, even if they are mild: 

● a high temperature
● a new, continuous cough
● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste. 

You should also self-isolate straight away:
● If you've tested positive for COVID-19 either according to a PCR test or a lateral flow 

device test – this means you have the virus. (If you get a positive LFD test you should 
book a PCR test. A negative PCR test will override a positive LFD test.)

● Someone you live with has symptoms or tested positive (unless you are not required 
to self-isolate – see below if this applies to you)

● You've been told to self-isolate following contact with someone who tested positive
Find out what to do if you're told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS 
COVID-19 app. 

Pupils should only self-isolate if they have symptoms or if they get a positive PCR or Lateral 
Flow Device (LFD) test. If they develop symptoms or get a positive LFD test they should 
book a PCR test. A positive PCR test cannot be overridden. If a pupil is asked to get a PCR 
test as a result of contact with a positive case they may continue to attend education until 
they get the result of their PCR back. 

And what will happen for people who have been in contact with positive cases? 
Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone 
with COVID-19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, if ONE of the following 
apply:

● they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months (i.e. all primary pupils)
● they are fully vaccinated
● they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial
● they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons.

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close 
contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. They do not need to isolate 
while awaiting the PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if 
advised to do so. 

Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young people aged under 18 years 6 
months who usually attend school, and have been identified as a close contact, should 
continue to attend school as normal. If none of the above applies, people should self-isolate 
as per the instructions from NHS Test and Trace.


