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Attendance During the past 2 years it has been more difficult to monitor 
attendance with periods when schools were closed for the majority of 
pupils and a large % of children (and staff) getting COVID during the last 
6 months. However the disruption to education caused by the pandemic 
has exacerbated some of the issues that resulted in pupils missing 
school avoidably.
The government have announced a campaign, which focuses on pupil 
attendance as we come out of the pandemic, as it is clear that pupils 
who miss school do less well. Several research studies have backed 
this up and shown that attainment was affected when absence broke the 
continuity of learning and pupils missed important work. Even odd days 
of absence can have an impact, as well as longer periods.
At Portway we have traditionally had good attendance and we have a 
system when we formally review attendance every 3 weeks and, where 
necessary, send out letters or arrange meetings with parents to discuss. 
As the ‘attendance ladder’ shows, under 95% is when we start to 
monitor the attendance of an individual pupil. Pupils who fall below 90% 
are categorised by the government as PA or persistently absent and we 
agree a plan to improve this. Obviously, there are times when a pupil 
has to go into hospital, etc and this is always taken into account. The 
school is regularly challenged by the local authority about the 
attendance figures, which is why the office will always follow up on any unexplained absences.
Under government rules we are still not allowed to authorise holidays in term time, unless there are very 
exceptional circumstances. Please put as much information as possible on the request form to help us with this. If 
a request is turned down, and is 5 days or more, then we have to inform the local authority. This is part of the 
procedures that all Hampshire County Council schools must abide by.

Year 6 2022 Dates: SATs Tests & Year 6 Graduation
Year 6 Graduation: The last 2 years this has been held virtually, which has been lovely, but we are hoping to return to having it in person at 
The Lights theatre again this year. The provisional date is Tuesday 19th July at 1:30. At the moment the ceremony is planned to start at 
about 1:30 and should finish by 2:35/2:45, when you will be able to collect your son/daughter from The Lights (we will bring back to school 
any child that cannot be collected – and hold on to any siblings left at school.) As usual, space is going to be very tight indeed and we will 
allocate 1 ticket per family of year 6 pupils and then hold a ballot for families who would like an extra ticket for the spare seats. (There are 
only 240 seats in the auditorium and this has to include all of the 96 year 6 children plus our staff). Other family members are welcome to 
join us in the foyer of The Lights after the main presentations for photos, etc at about 2:30.
Letters with further details, including the application for the ballot for extra tickets, will not be sent out until June but it would be a good idea 
to put the date in your diaries now.
Year 6 SATs Tests: After not taking place for 2 years, we have been told that the Year 6 SATs tests will take place in the week beginning 
Monday 9th May and finishing on Thursday 12th May.  It is very important that pupils are in school every day during this week. We will be 
offering a free breakfast to all year 6 pupils during the SATs week and a letter will come home nearer the time with an option to sign up.
We will be sending home some information about the tests shortly to year 6 parents so please look out for this.

Attendance Ladder

Ukraine Crisis You will know that Portway has a proud history of helping those around us, especially in times of crisis. We 
regularly support a variety of charities, locally and nationally, through raising money or collecting items needed. Now we need 
our community to help once again. You will be aware of the urgent need in regard to basic supplies for the people of Ukraine. 
As a school community, we wish to help by gathering donations that we can pass on through the Community Centre at Picket 
Twenty who are working to get donations to Ukraine as soon and as frequently as they can. We would like to start taking 
donations as soon as we can and until Friday 18th March. Children should bring any donations into school with them and 
we’ll collect them all together. (If parents need/want to drop anything off then the school hall will be open on Friday 11th & 
18th March from 8:15 until 9:00 and items can be left on the stage - the side door to the hall will be open.) There are some 
very specific things that Ukrainians are in urgent need of, so we have included a detailed list on the back of this 
newsletter; cardboard boxes and/or bags for transporting items are also appreciated. 
We know that the Portway family will rise to this challenge and we thank you very much for your support. 

Stop Press: Unfortunately the number of positive COVID cases has increased and we have now had 21 new cases in school since last 
Monday, including 1 teacher. We need to remain vigilant as possible and so we have left the amended guidance at the end of the 
newsletter (the same as was in last week’s Press, just in case anyone missed it.)



PTA Meeting 
Thursday 10th March

7:00 Portway Infant Hall
The next PTA committee 

meeting is on Thursday but 
everyone is invited! The main 

discussions will be about 
planning the next events in the 

calendar.

Message from Hampshire County Council re School Lunches: Agreement has been 
given to increase the school meal price for HC3S to £2.60 from Monday 25 April 2022 (after 
Easter holiday).  The school meal price was last increased in November 2020 and has been 
kept at that level throughout 2021 to assist parents during the pandemic.  

School & Office Hours
School Office: 8:30-4:30 (4:00 on Fridays) The telephone will normally be answered during these times. 
(Messages can be left on the answerphone 24 hours a day.)

Pupil Arrival Times:
8:15 Breakfast Club opens
8:45-9:00 Pupils can arrive anytime during this period and should go straight into class
3:10 School finishes

NUTS AND NUT-BASED PRODUCTS Like virtually all schools, we have been nut-free for a while and we have several pupils with very severe 
allergies. It is vital that no nuts or products containing nuts are brought into school at all. This includes products like peanut butter and nutella in 
packed lunches. We really appreciate your support with this.

Key Dates 
Red Nose Day: Friday 18th March
Day Closures (school closed to pupils): Monday 6th & Tuesday 7th June
End of Term: Last day of term is Friday 8th April and school finishes at 3:10pm

Portway’s Ukraine Appeal 
The people of Ukraine are in urgent need of some of the most basic supplies. If  you are 
able to drop off (in the hall) any of the following items, they will be most appreciated. 

● Nappies 
● Baby food / powdered formula (first stage)
● Tissues 
● Wet wipes 
● Toothbrushes and toothpaste 

● Dog and cat food (pouches or cans) 
● First aid items (plasters, antiseptic cream, disinfectant, disposable gloves, 

bandages) 
● Feminine hygiene products 
● Soap bars (also baby soap bars) 
● Batteries 
● Torches 

Items can be brought into school by the children and brought to the hall. 

If you have any cardboard boxes or bags that can be used to store and transport these 
items, they would be gratefully received as well. Thank you

Red Nose Day / Comic Relief - Friday 18th March
Red Nose Day is coming and whatever we do, however big or small, we can 
help people to live free from poverty, violence and discrimination. To raise 
awareness, and some funds for this work, we are planning a ‘Dress in Red and 
Bring a Joke to school’ day on Friday 18th March. Suggested donations for this 
privilege are £1 and there will be a small prize for the best joke heard that day! 
Comic Relief is doing some great work across the country and worldwide, and 
includes funding humanitarian work in Ukraine. We hope be able to contribute 
to this - so dress in red and bring your best joke to school on the 18th! 

Due to the Queen’s Jubilee and extra bank 
holiday, the last day of the school year for 
all Hampshire County Council schools will 
be Thursday 21st July and school will finish 
at 1:15 on this day. (Originally schools were 
due to finish on the Friday)



COVID-19 Update - March 2022

As you will be aware some of the COVID-19 rules concerning testing and self-isolation have changed since we have been on 
half-term and some are still the same.  We thought it might be helpful to clarify the position with respect to schools from the 
NHS website - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ and DfE COVID-19 Guidance. (direct information from 
these sources are in italics) 

WHEN TO TEST FOR COVID-19 

If anyone displays any of these main COVID-19 symptoms then book a PCR test.  The main symptoms of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) have not changed and they are:

● a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back 
● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 

hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or 

things smell or taste different to normal 

If this is your child then please can they stay at home until the results have been returned.  

 WHAT TO DO IF TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19 

While you’re no longer required by law to self-isolate if you have COVID-19, you should still stay at home and avoid contact 
with other people. This helps reduce the chance of passing COVID-19 on to others. Details of the length of time to stay at 
home is detailed below.  

How long to stay at home 

● If you have COVID-19, you should stay at home while you're infectious to others. 
● This can be for up to 10 days from when your symptoms start. Many people will no longer be infectious to others after 

5 days. 
● You can do a rapid lateral flow test from 5 days after your symptoms started (or the day you had the test if you do not 

have symptoms) and another the next day. 
● If both tests are negative and you do not have a high temperature, you're less likely to pass COVID-19 to others and 

you can go back to your normal routine. 
● If your test result is positive on day 5, you can carry on doing rapid lateral flow tests every day until you get 2 negative 

test results in a row (but can return after day 10 unless you still have a high temperature.)

COVID-19 cases in school 

We will inform you if we have 3, 5 or 10 cases confirmed in your child’s class so you can take any necessary actions you feel 
are needed concerning visiting vulnerable friends and family.  

LFT testing 

From 21 February, staff and pupils will not be expected to continue taking part in 
regular asymptomatic testing (LFT testing.) 

Other control measures in school 

We will continue with the high level of ventilation and cleaning within the school 
and also hand washing, hand gel, etc. We will continue to avoid year groups 
mixing, where possible, but we will keep this under review. 

In summary, we are moving towards more pre-covid-19 arrangements and 
hopefully less restrictions within the school but of course not thinking we 
are out of the woods yet! 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

