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Darker Nights: As the darker nights draw in, it is worth 
reminding everyone about ‘Being bright, Being Seen’ on the 
way to and from school (and at other times)! Unfortunately we 
know that young children are more likely to be involved in 
accidents at this time of year and so anything children can do 
to stand out will really help. Reflective badges, sashes, etc 
and also bright/neon clothes and jackets can be a great way 
to stand out in the gloom. 
The pictures on the right are obviously staged to prove a 
point but they do show the difference a bright coat can make, 
when compared to a dark one. 
We have planned some assemblies to talk about the 
importance of staying safe when out and about on the roads, 
as well as when it gets dark earlier. We have also added 
some links with some advice to the wellbeing section of our 
website. This can be found by clicking 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being and clicking on the ‘Be 
Bright, Be Seen’ section. 
The clocks go back on the weekend at the end of ½ term 
break and so it will start getting dark much earlier in the 
afternoon/evening. It is important that we all think about how 
we can help to protect children during this time and I would 
urge everyone to think about what children are wearing and if 
they can be easily seen. Even a small reflective patch can 
make a difference and could prevent an accident taking 
place.

COVID-19 Update We are still having positive cases in school and have had 4 confirmed pupils cases this week, 
alongside several suspected cases who are having PCR tests or are waiting for results. We will continue to inform 
parents if another child in a class has a positive PCR test. If there are several cases in a class we will also let the parents 
know. In a recent discussion with Public Health England about our cases they said that, as national guidance suggests 
anyone in close contact should get a PCR test, it is a good idea for all the children in the class to get one when there is 
more than one case in class within a 10 day period. This helps to stop the infection spreading, which is something we 
have seen happening in school. This term has been more disrupted than had been predicted and, with cases in the Test 
Valley area still above the national average and winter approaching, it would be naive to think that it has gone away. 
Luckily most pupils tend to recover pretty quickly but we still have staff who are ill several weeks after getting COVID.

Mr D

Flu Vaccinations for Pupils  Flu immunisations for all pupils has been arranged for Thursday 21st October.  An email 
went home last week asking parents to sign up, or let us know if they don’t wish their child to be immunised.  If you 
haven’t already done so, please complete the form at Immunisation Consent (the school code you will need is SH115853). 

Year 6 Calshot Residential Deadline The deadline to sign up for the year 6 residential trip to Calshot is a 
week on Friday (22nd October - last day of ½ term.) All of the details are on the front page of the website or 
can be found by following this link: Year 6 Calshot Residential 2022
PTA The PTA are working really hard to support the school and this week have launched the Portway Pudding sale, as 
well as announcing details for the pumpkin competition. Further details are on the back of this newsletter so please have 
a look and support them if you can.

Wellbeing on the Website We have a section all about wellbeing on our website. It has some links and 
ideas on a range of issues including anxiety, managing wellbeing generally, online safety and getting a 
good night’s sleep. It can be found at the link below. Remember we also have an amazing Family 
Support Worker, Gemma Sacree, and she can help support parents with issues at home. She can be 
contacted via either school office. There is more information about her role on the website as well – 
follow the second link below:

Wellbeing Section   www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being   Family Support Worker www.portwayjunior.co.uk/news/family-support-worker

Stop Press: We were just about to email out the newsletter this morning when had to send another pupil and a member of staff 
home, as they have been notified of a positive test result. Both had almost no symptoms, except a cold. If you are unsure please 
get a PCR test - the local testing centre in Shepherds Shepherds Spring lane seems to have good capacity. Thank you!

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being
https://www.southernhealthimmunisations.co.uk/forms/flu
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/calshot-residential-2016/cashot-2022
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/news/family-support-worker


Dates for the Diary
Thursday 14th Oct Individual Photograph Day
Wednesday 20th Oct Aaron Phipps (Gold medal paralympian) visits
Thursday 21st Oct Flu Immunisation - Pupils
Monday 25th Oct ½ Term Week
Wednesday 3rd Nov Year 6 Swimming Sessions start
Wednesday 3rd Nov 3:30-7:00 Parent Consultations
Tuesday 9th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Thursday 11th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break

adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk
Office telephone: 01264 352060

Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 (4:00 on Fridays)
Messages can always be left on the answerphone 

Year 3 Europe Day
We had a fantastic time last week when we held a special 
day all about Europe.  During the day everyone dressed in 
colours of European countries or something related to one of 
the countries. We did lots of activities, including building an 
Eiffel Tower out of lolly sticks, designing and making some 
beautiful artistic lizards inspired by Antoni Gaudi and we also 
made crumpet pizzas, which were lovely!
It was a really enjoyable day and we think that everyone had 
a good time. Thank you to all of our teachers for organising 
the day!

Adapted from writing by Alex & Luna (Year 3)

Portway PTA News
PTA Portway Puddings Earlier this week details of the Portway Pudding Sale were sent home! 
Choose from 3 lovely puddings for yourself or as a present. Orders, including cash, should be sent in to 
either school office by no later than Wednesday 10th November. The details are also on our website at 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/psa-news

Pumpkin Patch! The 2nd annual competition is almost here! To enter simply bring in a decorated 
pumpkin during the week of 18th October (next week) - all entries must be in by Thursday 21st 
October. (It is FREE - no charge!) The pumpkins can be decorated in any way you choose - painted, 
carved, etc. Pumpkins can be taken into the classes but please ensure the child’s name & class is on 
the bottom - just in case!. Judging will be on the Thursday/Friday and all pumpkins will be sent home on 
the Friday. (Flyer coming home today)

PTA Penny Wars This is currently taking place with the jars being stored under the shelter near the year 
3 classrooms on the main playground. At the moment year 4 look to be in the lead but it is very difficult to 
tell! Last day to add coins will be Friday 22nd October.

School Lottery Thank you to everyone who has joined recently - it really helps! We have had another 
winner this week & the more people who join,  the better the  prize! Details are on the school website 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/school-lottery-2

Harvest  Donations - Thank You!
Thank you for all your donations for the Andover Foodbank last 
week - we had so much lovely stuff that will be so helpful for others 
in our community. In these difficult times it really does show how 
much our community cares for each other. Kind people are our kind 
of people!

Headlice There have been some sightings of these little 
creatures. Please could everyone check hair to evict any 
that might be found there! If everyone could do a quick 

check over the next couple of days, hopefully we can stop 
them spreading. More advice on treating headlice can be 

obtained from pharmacies or visit 
www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice 

Please could all parents avoid going through the wooden 
gates onto the playground/year 4 area before 3:00 in the 
afternoon. There are often classes still using these spaces 
before this time. Many thanks.

Individual Photographs  - Tomorrow!
Don’t forget the photographer is 
be coming into school tomorrow 
(Thursday 14th October)  to take 
individual photographs of the 
children.  These will take place 
throughout the day so you may 
want your child to come armed 
with a brush,  especially if they 
have long hair. Start practising 
those smiles!

mailto:adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/psa-news
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/school-lottery-2

