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Parent Consultations We have taken the difficult decision that the parent consultations 
after ½ term will be virtual, using the system we used last May. Earlier this week all 
schools received a letter from the local Director of Public Health and the Hampshire 
County Council Assistant Director for Education and Inclusion. In the light of the high 
number of local cases, it urged schools to consider all options to reduce the possibility of 
the virus spreading and avoid having to close classes. It highlighted the need to prioritise 
face-to-face education and to limit other activities that might affect pupils and staff. As you 
know, we have been particularly hard hit over the last few weeks and so this is clearly a 
priority for us. 

In June about 80% of parents, who expressed a preference in our survey, said they preferred virtual parent consultations 
so we are confident we can make the system work. Anyone who cannot access the virtual consultation will be offered a 
phone consultation instead, please email the school office to let us know if this is needed. Obviously we are keen to get 
parents into school and our coffee mornings earlier in the term were popular and was a good opportunity to meet staff, 
etc. We are also looking at ways of inviting parents to come into have a look at the work that has taken place and this has 
already started for some year groups but will continue after ½ term - look out for updates about this. Our main parent 
consultations take place mid-year (normally late February/early March) and the ones next week are just to discuss the 
first few weeks and how the year has started. We will do our very best to make sure the consultations mid-year are in 
person, as this is our preferred option, although we will probably still offer a virtual consultation for those who prefer this. 
As you may remember, the virtual system we use now has the option for parents to join from different places at the same 
time, which was useful for some parents.

I realise some people will be disappointed and it was not an easy decision to make but is about protecting our core job of 
teaching and learning. You should receive an email after school today from School Cloud (the system we use for virtual 
consultations), which outlines the booking process, etc. Bookings can be made from 7:00 this evening (Wednesday 20th 
October). If you do not receive the link by tomorrow then please email the office and they will investigate. If you have 
been invited, and are coming, to a Plan Do Review (PDR) meeting (for those children on the SEN register with 
classteacher & Mrs Norton) over the coming weeks then there is no need to book an appointment for parent 
consultations as well, as this will be covered in the PDR meeting.

We have split the parent consultations into 3 sessions again, as this offers a wider selection of appointments for parents. 
The first session is on the Wednesday after half term (3rd November - 2 weeks today) and then the other 2 are on 
following Tuesday and Thursday (9th & 11th November) of the following week.

Squid Game This is a television programme on Netflix, although I must admit I have not seen it. There seems to have 
have been a lot of media attention about it and recently a small number of pupils have been copying some elements of 
the programme. We have been clear with them that this is not acceptable. The programme has a 15 age-rating and is 
clearly not appropriate for primary-aged pupils and I understand it is quite graphic with a lot of violent content. I cannot 
imagine any parent allowing their child to watch it, but we believe that it may be viewed via other platforms such as 
YouTube and TikTok, and some developers have made various mini-games based on Squid Game on Roblox and other 
gaming platforms. We would strongly advise that children should not watch Squid Game (or any games/television 
programmes meant for children over 11), so it might be worth checking that you son/daughter is not accessing them 
without your knowledge.    Mr D

Flu Vaccinations for Pupils The Flu form is now closed, it will reopen Friday for anyone who still wishes to book a flu vaccine 
for their child. Please use school code SH115853. Once the form has been completed visit 
https://www.southernhealthimmunisations.co.uk/ClinicBooking/Booking to book a clinic appointment. Any questions please 
email northwesthantsimmunisationteam@southernhealth.nhs.uk. Incidentally, we offered all staff free onsite flu vaccinations 
this week as well. This is something we have done for the past 3 years and a large majority of staff take up the offer.

Pupil Survey As part of some work this year, we are looking at what makes us happy and what happiness is - 
more details to follow! As part of this we are going to do a survey of children and staff. It will be anonymous so 
no one will be identified but it will help us to gauge views of everyone. If you would prefer your child not to 
take part in the survey then please email the school office to let us know.

Goodbye We are sadly saying goodbye to 2 members of staff this week. Mrs Gibbs has been a lunchtime supervisor with us 
for over 10 years and we will miss her a great deal as she starts her well deserved retirement. It has been amazing having her 
as part of the Portway team for so many years. She is kind and caring and, as we know, kind people are our kind of people! 
We are also saying a very sad goodbye to Miss Bale, who is leaving us to take up a role in a school near where she lives. 
Miss Bale has worked in several year groups and at lunchtime over the last 4 years. We would like to wish her every success 
as she spreads ‘the Portway message’ into the wilds of Wiltshire!

https://www.southernhealthimmunisations.co.uk/ClinicBooking/Booking


Dates for the Diary
Wednesday 22nd Oct Aaron Phipps (Gold medal paralympian) 

(Report in next Portway Press)
Monday 25th Oct ½ Term Week
Wednesday 3rd Nov Year 6 Swimming Sessions start
Wednesday 3rd Nov 3:30-7:00 Parent Consultations
Tuesday 9th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Thursday 11th Nov 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations
Friday 17th Dec 1:15 School Closes for Christmas Break

Year 5 Trip to Winchester
On Tuesday 15th October, Year 5 had an exciting trip to the Winchester Science Centre. We all had a chance to 
watch the Planetarium show and found out some amazing facts about stars and planets and how they orbit the 
sun. We also found out that in a couple of months NASA will be launching a new telescope called the James 
Webb telescope into space! The exhibits were very interesting and there was even an activity where you 
measured the strength of a planet’s gravity with bean cans. There was also something called the
little big room that looked small on the outside but was big on the inside! 
It was a great trip - thank you to the teachers for organising it.

By Heather M and Zac H

Portway PTA News
PTA Portway Puddings Last week details of the Portway Pudding Sale were sent home! Choose from 3 
lovely puddings for yourself or as a present. Orders, including cash, should be sent in to either school 
office by no later than Wednesday 10th November. Make sure you don’t miss out! The details are also on 
our website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/psa-news

Pumpkin Patch! Tomorrow (Thursday) is the last day for entries. Pumpkins should be taken into the 
classes but please ensure the child’s name & class is on the bottom - just in case! Judging will be on the 
Thursday/Friday and all pumpkins will be sent home on the Friday. (Flyer came home with the Portway 
Press last week))

PTA Penny Wars This finishes on Friday and is VERY close! The jars being are stored under the shelter 
near the year 3 classrooms on the main playground. Wining year group will be announced after ½ term. 

Musiko Musika visit years 4 & 5
On Thursday 14th October 2021, a band came in to our school.They had four people from all over 
the globe. Musa is from Nigeria, Mauricio from Chile and his daughter, Laura, was born in Spain but 
has lived in England since she was young. Rachel is from England and is the leader of the band. If 
the violin was by itself it would sound ok but with the other instruments it sounded amazing! They 
sounded really great together especially when Laura and Rachel were singing! They played music 
from around the world and told us all about the instruments. It was lovely to take part in this and I 
hope they come back soon. By  Archie G (Year 4)

Headlice There have been some more sightings of these little 
creatures. Please could everyone check hair to evict any that might be 
found there! If everyone could do a quick check over ½ term, hopefully 
we can stop them spreading. More advice on treating headlice can be 
obtained from pharmacies or visit www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice 

Please could all parents avoid going through the wooden gates onto the 
playground/year 4 area before 3:00 in the afternoon. There are often 
classes still using these spaces before this time. Many thanks.

Year 7 Applications (Current Year 6 Pupils)
 Final Deadline - Sunday 31st October

The date for Year 6 parents to apply for a Year 7 place for next September is Saturday 31st 
October, which is at the end of 1/2 term week (NEXT WEEK). It is very important that all 
applications are made by this date as late applications are put to the bottom of the list. Last year all 
3 local secondary schools were full and so were unable to offer places to local children who had 
only applied somewhere else or applied late. If you would like some help with the process then 
please contact the school office and they will pass it on and someone will be in touch. All of the 
details about the process are on the link below.

www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7

Offer ends Saturday 30th October

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/psa-news

