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I saw this quote this week from Andover Mind, who do amazing things in 
our area, and it really struck a chord with me. The new world of 
home/remote learning is a challenge for us all. It is a fine balance of giving 
too much and too little home learning and we have done our best to 
create a balance. In addition to the daily tasks that we set for children in 
each year group, we also provide some ‘bonus activities’, which we add to 
the website. There is a link to them on our front page but can be found at: 
Bonus Activities for home learning. 
  

What we have tried to do is create a system that means parents and children are able to access our remote 
learning at times to suit them, not the school. We will follow up if a child is not engaging, so we can see if we 
can help, but we do not stipulate when they should be completing the activities, etc. Every family is different 
and so please do not worry if your way of dealing with this challenge is different from another family. Going 
for a walk together, for example, is a really positive and worthwhile activity and this may have to happen for 
different families at different times. As I said last week, remember not to be too hard on yourselves if you are 
finding it tough. On my desk is a sign and it is says ‘It’s OK not to be OK’. I think it is a good thing to 
remember all of the time, but perhaps especially at the moment.  

Can I also make another plea to critical workers to consider other options before sending pupils into school. 
Yesterday we had more pupils in than we have had since Tuesday 7th January. The more pupils we have in, 
the less safe it is for staff and pupils in school, and it also reduces our ability to support the vast majority of 
pupils working at home. The (DfE) guidance says, ‘parents and carers who are critical workers should keep 
their children home if they can’. As I said before, we will always be here for critical workers who are on the 
frontline and doing everything they can to keep us all safe and well.                   Mr D 

 
 

Devices for Home Learning Due to some very generous individuals and companies, 
we have some more devices available. One of our parents, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, has donated 15 Chromebook computers to help with home learning. He 
said he had saved money by working from home and not commuting so he wanted to 
help. We were so grateful and a little emotional at his kind actions. We have also been 
lucky enough to receive a number of small tablets donated by a local charity ‘Tablets for 
Children’, who received a very generous donation by local company, KP safety 
Solutions. Again we are very grateful – and we will put them to good use.  
The result is we have some more extra devices to help more families at home. If you 
would like to apply (it is an anonymous process) then please fill in the form and we will 
get back to you. If you have already filled it in but we could not help then there is no 
need to reapply. The link to the survey can be found by following this link.  Device 
Request  

Times Table Rockstar Challenge This week we have a TT Rockstar challenge taking place. It is Year 3 vs Year 
4 and Year 5 vs Year 6. Which year groups will have bragging rights come next week? Last day to make a 
difference is Saturday. 

Mr D’s Weekly Challenge Last week we had lots of lovely colourful photos and we shared 
most of them as part of Mr D’s Friday message, which is added to Google classrooms on 
Friday afternoon. This week we are asking for a photo that impresses Mr D! It could be  
anything - piece of work, some art, a funny picture, a scene from a walk or something 
physical like a keepy-uppy (football)! They can be emailed to portwaypics@gmail.com and 
need to be in by Thursday at 8:00pm, ready for the Friday message. If Mr D misses 
someone out then huge apologies – please resend and he will add it the following week. 
Technology tends to confuse him!  

EXCITING NEWS! We now have access to the Schools Library Service eplatform. You should have received an 
information sheet explaining how children can access both these and books from the school library during the 
lockdown. Please email books@portwayjunior.net with requests and to make enquiries. 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross  

 

 

 

 

Stitch a logo, who are now one of our uniform providers, are stocking our uniform online. All the details can be found at: 
www.stitch-a-logo.co.uk/sal-school-orderform.php?sid=20 

 

 

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/featured/week-of-18-1-21-bonus-activities-for-learning-from-home
https://forms.gle/rMGJvm8VgeeC2CJM9
https://forms.gle/rMGJvm8VgeeC2CJM9
mailto:portwaypics@gmail.com
https://www.stitch-a-logo.co.uk/sal-school-orderform.php?sid=20


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 
 
 

Did you know that when you shop on Amazon you can make a donation to our PTA? 
Log onto www.smile.amazon.co.uk and shop in your usual way and Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the net purchase price to the charitable organisation of your choice! Choose to 
support Portway Parent Teacher Association in Amazon Smile then our amazing PTA 
receives this as donations towards their fundraising!   

IT CAN REALLY HELP  

 

Help & Advice Section: Our community continues to be very proactive in helping us out and sharing things they have 
stumbled across. Let us know if you spot anything and we’ll add to future editions! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been genuinely touched by these lovely offers of help and, during such a difficult and challenging time, 
have been encouraged to see that there can still be some good news! Thank you!  

Breathe Deeply 
Breathing is key to feeling calm and beating anxiety; something the whole family 
can join in with and benefit from. Our school assemblies (posted into Google 
Classroom) focus on resilience at the moment – here’s a short YouTube clip to 
help children (and adults) to feel calm and to help build resilience:  

Building Resilience with Hunter & Eve.  
You can also find more about managing anxiety at the YoungMinds website at 
this link here: YoungMinds.org.uk. 
 

Adults can help children with anxiety by: 

 Breathe slowly and deeply together – count to 4 as you breathe in, hold the 
breath for a count of 4 and breathe out for a count of 5. The longer breath out 
helps our bodies to calm more easily.  

 Sit with a child and offer calm physical assurance – feeling you nearby or 
holding your hand or having a cuddle is all very soothing.  

 Reassure them that the anxiety will pass & that they will be okay. It’s 
helpful to describe it as a wave that they can ride or surf until it peaks, breaks 
and gets smaller.  

 Try using all 5 senses together. Connecting with children about what they 
can see, touch, hear, smell and taste can bring them closer to the present 
moment and reduce the intensity of the anxiety. You might think together of 5 
things they can see, 4 things they can touch, 3 things they can hear, 2 things 
they can smell and 1 thing they can taste.  
 

This is a very challenging time for everyone and it’s okay not to be okay. 

 

 

Each week on the Portway Press we will be celebrating the work we have seen 
happening in Google Classroom and you will be able to read about that here!  

We have over 98% of pupils 
engaging regularly with their 
learning in Google Classroom. 
Our approach is a flexible one 
to allow families to make it work 
for them. 
Congratulations to pupils and 
their families for another week 

well done!    

Well done to Year 3 for:  
 Enjoying Pigsticks and Harold – 
we agree that the story is really 
getting going!  

 Giving French a go online – tres 
bien!  

 Doing so well with multiplication 
madness and comparing numbers 
and persevering with problems  

 Responding so well to the 
registration video challenges!  

 

You’re learning fast! 
 

 

Well done to Year 4 for:  
 Enjoying the English lessons about nouns and proper nouns. 

 Engaging well with the registration videos and silly stories and sharing your jokes.  
 Learning well in the  e-safety and computing lessons online 

 Giving gymnastics a go and letting us know how you’ve been getting on!   
Nice work! 

 
 Well done to Year 5 for:  

 Persevering with finding new and 
creative ways to hand in work!  

 Enjoying art & How To Train Your 
Dragon 

 Getting stuck in with Joe Wicks’ PE 
sessions.  

 Learning about what makes a good 
friend. 

You’re doing reallY well!  
 
 

Well done to Year 6 for:  
 Getting stuck in with the Hampshire 
School Games.  

 Doing so well with learning about 
refraction in science.  

 Enjoying computing tasks and 
making flappy birds!  

 Tuning in to the reading tasks and 
enjoying these so much!  

Nice going! 
 
 

Well done to EVERYONE for joining in 
with Joe Wicks and the Hampshire 
School Games challenges! Keeping fit, 
being outdoors and away from screens 
is really important! 

KEep up the good work!  
 

Our staff continue to do really well at supporting children with their learning. Not only setting 
tasks but ensuring there are a variety of subjects, & including activities for children to do away 
from the computer. There are also class GoogleMeets each week & some individual check-ins 
to support children. We say well done to them too for their tenacity & going the extra mile! 

 

Job Vacancy @ Portway Junior 

We are looking for a 1:1 Learning 
Support Assistant to join our team! 

All of the details are in the vacancy 
section of our website. 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies 
 

Mental Health Tips 
Lockdown is tough for everyone, but, for 
children, it can be even more difficult to 
understand. They see and hear a lot and 
this can have an effect on their mental 
health. The BBC have worked with 
Educational Psychologist Abigail Wright 
to create five tips to help parents keep 
their children's mental health on track. 
The video can be found at the BBC link 
below. We have also added it to our 
wellbeing section of the website as well. 
www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/education-55620288       

www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being 

http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/losfxbMKwPo
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-anxiety/
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/education-55620288
file:///C:/Users/Vicky%20%20Windross/Downloads/www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being

