
                     PORTWAY  PRESS 
Issue 752                                      9th September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Portway Press We hope to continue to publish the Portway Press every Wednesday and will always be added to the school 
website and emailed to all parents. We will not be giving out paper copies and so it is important that everyone lets the office 
know their email if you are not receiving any updates.  With next week’s Press we will issue a Calendar of Events showing 
provisional dates for the year and we will also add these to the online diary on the website. At the moment the future of 
several events is uncertain so everything is provisional.   

Start The Year Meetings Usually in the second week of the new school year we invite parents to come for a 
year group meeting to talk about the routines, curriculum, etc. Unfortunately, due to the restrictions, this will 
not be possible this year. However, the staff in each year group will be recording the messages they normally 
give out. The presentations will be published on the website a week tomorrow (Thursday 17

th
 September), 

which is when we would normally invite parents in. Although not the same, we hope this will make up for the 
lack of a meeting this year. We still have not made a decision about our normal parent consultations at the 
end of October but we will let you when we have considered the options.  

Year 4 Residential Visit to Hooke Court (November 2020) It is with great sadness that we have to announce that the year 
4 residential in November is cancelled. We had hoped that things would have changed and restrictions eased but we were 
informed this week that residential visits should not proceed. We are sorry for the disappointment but, perhaps in the current 
situation, it was inevitable. The office will start to make refunds over the next couple of weeks to those who had paid. 
Currently we have been told to delay make a decision about the Year 6 residential to Calshot in January as the situation may 
change. We will update you when we know more. 

Welcome to the 2020-21 school year! Let’s hope it is a little 
more straightforward than 2019-20! 
It was lovely to see so many children back into school on 
Monday. 99% of children returned on Monday, which was 
amazing and we were delighted! They all settled in really well 
and it was especially lovely to meet all of the new year 3 
pupils and the other new children around the school. Well 
done! 
The start of the day on Monday was rather challenging and 
we apologise it didn’t go as well as we had hoped. Thank you 
for your patience with this, we really appreciated it. As you 
know, we sat down on Monday and revised the plans, based 
on the experiences from Monday morning.  

The new plan seemed to go much better with a lot less congestion around the school. Below is a reminder 
of the new way of dropping off and picking up, in case you missed it.  
We know it is not perfect and we will keep reviewing it. Again thank you for your flexibility and 
understanding. We are still learning the ‘new normal’! 
Please see the map at the end of the newsletter, which is the same one that was sent out on Monday 
afternoon.  We have made the area around the new classroom (3AM) and Year 4 one way only, starting at 
the wooden fence.  Essentially children/parents in year 4 and 3AW (Mrs Walker) and 3AM (Miss Macleod) 
need to use the path nearest to the Upper Drove. We then ask everyone leaving the site to continue to use 
the one way path onto the main playground and exit that way. All children in year 5 & 6 plus 3KT (Miss 
Thomson) and 3CF (Miss Freemantle) should come onto the main playground via the Ashfield Road end of 
the school (and exit the same way.  We realise this is an extra distance for some people, particularly if you 
are dropping off several children, but it has already reduced the problems we have had and will help to 
reduce contact and keep everyone safe as possible. 
 If there is congestion then please wait before moving into an area, path, etc. and be as patient as possible. 
Please can we also ask that parents do not gather to chat outside of the school gates at the moment as this 
can cause an issue and we need to keep the flow going around the school. Pupils will not be marked late in 
this interim period as we know this is a challenge. 
Pupils need to stick to their arrival time, although we have said that siblings may arrive together. If your 
child needs to be at school any earlier than their allocated time (see below) they will need to attend the 
junior school breakfast club. This runs in the junior dining room from 8:15 onwards and costs £1.50 per 
session, this is payable through Scopay (not cash). If you need to pick up your child early then please let 
the classteacher know by writing them a note in the pupil diary (this means they can show a teacher if a 
different member of staff has to cover the class at any point.). 

Year 3 can arrive 8:50-9:00 (Finish 3:05)          Year 5 can arrive 8:55-9:05 (Finish 3:10) 
Year 4 can arrive 9:00-9:10 (Finish 3:15)          Year 6 can arrive 9:05-9:15 (Finish 3:20) 

 

 



Classroom Routine As we are sure your child will have told you, the routines have changed since pre-
lockdown. We are trying to keep pupils in their bubble with a limited number of staff as much as possible. 
Our classrooms are now set out so that children do not face each other.  This is not ideal but is 
recommended by the government and is one of the sacrifices we needed to make to get pupils back into 
schools. We are currently not teaching indoor PE and we have 3 ‘virtual’ assemblies each week, where 
pupils stay in their classroom and we speak to the classes via the screen. It’s not the same as getting 
together but at least replicates the feeling a little. At the moment, washing hands, toilet visits, etc are taking 
up a lot of time, which is a challenge, but we hope this will improve as time goes on! We would also like to ask parents to 
avoid talking to the teacher at the door, where possible, as we need to reduce contact with staff where we can. If you need to 
get in touch the best way is to email the school office and they will pass on the message. 
 

Social Media Don’t forget that you can find us on Facebook (Portway Junior School) and follow us on 

Twitter (@PortwayJunior). Both accounts are used regularly to keep everyone up to date with news, etc.  

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Family Support Worker Update 
 
I'd like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to new 
Portway families and update you on my role here in school. 
Whilst it's very much business as usual in terms of what I do, 
we have had to make some changes to how that support can 
be delivered. 
 

So, I continue to offer impartial support to parents/carers 
including: parenting concerns, school transition, attendance 
and punctuality, confidence building, mental well-being, 
accessing and signposting to local services, behaviour 
management and school holiday activities. 
 

Sadly I am unable to run events or the Parent Pop In for the 
time being. However, as I know many of you found these to 
be a beneficial way of getting to know and support one 
another, I am looking at alternative ways we may be able to 
achieve this safely. 
 

Any courses, workshops and groups I run will be delivered 
online using Zoom, this includes the Family Links Nurturing 
Programme which is available in a group format or 1:1. 
 

You can contact me on my mobile, email or via the school 
office as normal, and I am able to arrange virtual face-to-face 
meetings online if you would prefer. 
See more at:  
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/news 
/family-support-worker 
 

Gemma Sacree 
Family Support Worker 
Portway Infant School - 01264 323716 
Portway Junior School - 01264 352060 
Mobile: 07842 039491 
 

 

Bikeability 
Bikeability runs each year at this time for our pupils 
in Year 6. Each class will have a session every day 
throughout the week and will need to have their 
bicycles and helmets in school every day. You may 
remember that the letter, with all the details, went 
home in July. If your child would like to bring their 
bike to school on Monday 14

th
 and leave it in school 

for the week, they may do so. Bikes will be stored in 
the school garden and the gate will be locked each 
night; however you may wish to provide your own 
bike lock for extra security. If children take their 
bikes home each day, they must walk them into and 
off of school premises; pupils are not allowed to 
ride bikes when they are in the school grounds.   
 

To all parents: please be aware that this 
means there will be extra ‘bike traffic’ around 
the school this week. Please be patient with 
our Y6s as they learn the routine  
for this. 

S C H O O L    D I N N E R S 
 

Just a reminder that the price of school meals is 

£2.40 per day (£12.00 per week). All dinners must 

be paid for in advance via Scopay. 

Portway Goes Cashless! 
 

In line with current recommendations, our office will be going 
cashless this year. This means that no cash can be taken for 
payment for dinners, trips, etc. We are encouraging all 
parents/carers to use our Scopay system.  If you don’t 
currently have a Scopay account, please email the office and 
they can send you a link code to register. 

 

PTA AGM – Thursday 24
th

 
September 7:00 

Please add this date to your diary. The meeting is 
likely to be a virtual one but it is really important. We 
are going to need the PTA even more as we come out 
of lockdown. We are also looking for a new treasurer. If 
you would like to chat about the role then please get in 
touch and we can put you in contact. Without a 
treasurer the PTA would not be able to operate, which 
would be a huge shame! More details to follow!  

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
(Full Sheet should come home with next week’s Press) 

 

Mon 14
th
 Sept Bikeability Week for Year 6 

Thur 18
th
 Sept   ‘Start the Year’ Video Meetings published 

Fri  23
rd
 Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at staggered  times 

 

Andover Town Youth Football Club Under 9s  

 Two ATYFC U9 teams playing in the Peter 
Houseman Youth League (Sundays) 

 Friendly inclusive squad, all abilities welcome. 

We are looking for new players  
for 20-21 season 

Contact us at 
stuartarmstrong@andovertownyouthfc.co.uk 

  

  

Contact us: 

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/news


 

NUTS AND NUT-BASED PRODUCTS 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE – PLEASE READ 

Due to the increasing number of our pupils suffering from allergies we have been a nut-free school for a while. This 
year we have several pupils with very severe allergies. Almost every school in the country now has at least one pupil 
with a nut allergy - compared with a generation ago when this would have been a rarity. 

Our greatest fear is that a pupil with such an allergy will suffer an acute, sometimes life-threatening allergic reaction, 
which can occur within seconds of exposure to nuts. Given the serious risk to pupils with allergies, I am sure you will 
agree that it is prudent to ask parents not to allow their children to bring any food to school containing nuts.  
We really appreciate your support with this. 

 

Library Books Lots of the children have had copies of our library 
books during lockdown.  Please could everyone have a hunt around 
and send them into school. We currently have about 400 books 
missing. Books can be returned from further back as well. This week 
an ex-pupil popped in some books from about 20 years ago! (We 
promise not to fine anyone! )  

 

 

Routes around the School 


