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VE Day & Mr D’s Weekly Message: We hope you all have plans to celebrate VE Day this 

week – Friday 8
th
. Whether it’s a socially distanced tea party in your front gardens with the 

rest of the street, or just a decorated window, it’s a good thing to do to mark this important 
date in our calendar – 75 years since the liberation of Europe in WWII. This week we are 
looking for pictures of anything to do with your VE day celebrations this Friday, especially 
bunting. As usual, please send everything to portwaypics@gmail.com.  

Year 6 Leavers’ Shirts Don’t forget we need to have all of the orders in by this Friday 8th May and we cannot extend 

that deadline so please get them in on time. All details were sent home two weeks ago but there is a copy on the website 
at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-press/other-letters.   

Fiction Express We’re having a great time reading all we can get our hands on at our new Fiction Express website! So 

far the children logged on have read a staggering 417 chapters and completed 329 quizzes which is an amazing 
achievement. It’s great to see reading going on through this time; it’s an essential key skill and the more practise we get, 
the better we will all be! Remember too that, via the website, you get to influence the story by voting about what should 
happen next! It’s not too late to log on – you can get your log on details from your class teacher by emailing the class 
email – e.g. classname@portwayjunior.net. We look forward to welcoming even more children on board!  

Mail A Hug We have talked a lot about the importance of being kind to others and recently came across 
this idea! There are a lot of grandparents and aunts and uncles out there who are just missing seeing and 
hugging grandchildren and nephews and nieces – receiving one in the post is a lovely way to let someone 
important know that you’re thinking of them. The steps are quite straightforward: spread out a large sheet 
of paper and draw around your child’s head, arms and upper torso and cut out the drawing. Decorate the 
drawn child with paints or felt pens or crayons. Write a special message to the recipient to let them know 
how much you are missing them. Fold it all up in an envelope and post it off!  

Action for Happiness May is upon us and that means a new Action for 

Happiness calendar – we’re already nearly a week into the new month! We 
hope you’ve seen it but, in case you haven’t then it’s here and also on our 
website. There are some great ideas to follow and, having daily actions to 
focus on helps us to respond to this global crisis with a sense of purpose 
and meaning. There are some ideas here to inspire us all.  

At this time when the world is in crisis, it is important that we keep calm, 
stay wise and be kind.  

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

  

Last week in Mr D’s weekly video message he spoke about the accepting that we all make mistakes 
and the key thing is to learn by them. He also spoke about the idea that life is 10% of what happens 
to us and 90% of how we react to it. The weekly messages are all still available on the website if you 
would like to have another look. It also includes staff, pupils and families dancing to ‘Happy’. It is 
great, apart from Mr D managing to ‘cut off’ several heads!  

 

This week, as speculation mounts about what coming out of lockdown might look like, we think it’s important for all of 
us to remember that ‘normal’ is unlikely to happen very quickly. It is important that we do not become frustrated with 
the situation we’re in and that we don’t allow ourselves to feel helpless when things are out of our control.  
 

A good example is set by marathon runners. A marathon runner doesn’t focus on the huge number of miles they need 
to complete but by focusing on the mile they are in and running at a steady pace. Remembering to stay in the moment 
is something we can control. This will help us have some perspective and keep from worrying about the things we 
cannot control.  
 

One of the things we have both done is to limit the amount of time we view the news or social 
media. Much of the information is repeated or incorrect and, should there be anything really 
important, it is bound to come our way through the correct channels. It is important to look 
after our mental health right now and dwelling on the current situation can be very detrimental.  
 

We hope that you enjoy this week’s newsletter and find in it things that help you and your family 
through this challenging time. We’re allowed to have ups and downs – don’t be too hard on 
yourselves when that happens. You’re doing a great job!  

 

mailto:portwaypics@gmail.com
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-press/other-letters
mailto:classname@portwayjunior.net


BRAIN TEASER! 

The River Crossing Problem 

A farmer is travelling with a fox, a goose, and a 
bag of beans. During his journey, he comes 
across a river with a boat to cross it. 

The farmer can only fit one thing in the boat with 
him at a time. If left alone together, the fox will 
eat the goose or the goose will eat the beans. 
How does the farmer get everything across the 
river safely? 

 

 

 

PRESS PUZZLES FOR PUPILS  
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone!  

We are pleased to hear, through the class emails, 
that you are all continuing to work hard with all your 
home learning. We heard this quote a couple of 
days ago and we like it – it also means our 
message is quite short this week!  

‘Count your rainbows, not your 
thunderstorms!’ 

There’s some ideas for you and your parents here 
too – this won’t be forever. One day things will be 
different. Until then, stay safe & count your 

rainbows!                                Mr D & Miss W  

WORD PUZZLE 
How many words can you make from the 

selection of letters to the left? 

 Words have to be 3 letters or more. 

 You can only use each letter once. 

 

Mars Bar Cake 

100g softened butter 
4 Mars Bars (chopped) 
1 ½ tbsp. golden syrup 

150g rice krispies 
350g milk chocolate 

 

Can you 
solve the 
puzzles? 

Teacher 

Joke! 

Why did the teacher 
wear sunglasses 

indoors?  
Because her pupils 

were so bright! 

 Melt the mars bars, golden syrup and butter in 
a large bowl. 

 Add the rice krispies 
 Pour into a lined baking tray and press down 

firmly 
 Melt the milk chocolate in a separate bowl and 

pour over the krispie mixture 
 Let it set in the fridge 
 Enjoy with a lovely cuppa!  
 


