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We hope everyone had a lovely Easter weekend and managed some family time over the last few days. Did 
anyone manage to see Miss Black’s ‘learning to juggle’ video? It was great fun and a new skill to learn. (It is 
still in Mr D’s message section of the website if you missed it.)  

We will update the Week 3 activities and work on the website this Friday, ready for next week. There is lots of 
advice around about how to manage home learning. We have been looking at the advice from some of the leading 
educationalists and headteachers about the tricky task of getting home learning right during this time. We have shared 
some of them below.  

Please remember all previous letters, notes and copies of the Portway Press can be found on our website. That is the 
first place to check for any information/updates but we also have the main school email (adminoffice@portway-
jun.hants.sch.uk) and also the new class emails (class name @portwayjunior.net) 

 

 

 
 

Keep to a routine “frequent breaks 
are important for productivity” Lillie 
Rosenblatt 

 

Keeping things normal (well as 
normal as we can!) “Children 
need normality, familiarity and 
structure. So keep to a routine. It 
makes home schooling easier and 
helps children to realise this is not 
a holiday, and that teachers are 
expecting learning to take place to 
some degree. The younger the 
child, the less time they can sit and 
learn for, so provide your children 
with reassurance and love.” Jules 
White 

 

Prioritise your child’s wellbeing 
“Great learning only happens when 
children feel happy, safe and 
secure. Provide your children with 
reassurance and love.” Jules White 

 

Give your child some autonomy 
“Let your child create their own 
structure or timetable for the day, 
combining their ideas and home 
learning. If they try and schedule 
double PlayStation every morning, 
then it’s probably time for parents to 
step in, but give them the option first. 
I think a lot of parents will be 
impressed with the outcome.” Joanna 
Conway 

 
Let your child get bored “There are a lot of PCs, laptops and other tech in the 
home. My advice is let your kids have a holiday and enjoy themselves until 
they get bored. Then they will want to get on to learning they have been 
set.” Chris Dyson 

 

Limit tablets, phones and TV     
“It will be important for friends to 
stay in virtual contact with each 
other as long as interactions are 
friendly and supportive – but avoid 
an unhealthy overreliance on 
screen time in all of its guises. Too 
much screen time has very 
negative effects on physical and 
mental health and it disrupts sleep 
patterns as well. Variety is the 
key.” Jules White 

 

Praise children’s efforts and 
behaviour, not their achievements 
“Positive constructive praise that 
targets effort, behaviour and specific 
aspects of a child’s work is much 
more powerful than just saying ‘well 
done for completing your 
English’. Lillie Rosenblatt 

 

Make the most of outdoor space 
“There are so many benefits to 
outdoor learning: children develop 
an appreciation of the world around 
them, enhance their solving skills 
and increase their sensory skills, 
not forgetting the benefits for 
physical and mental health. Maybe 
you could learn about all the plants 
and trees near your house, create 
your own outdoor circuit and a daily 
workout together. Doing something 
physical keeps minds healthy 
too.” Joanna Conway 

 

Remember that learning should 
be fun “Children need to have a 
plan or timetable right from the 
start, and to stick to it using a timer. 
But activities should not just be 
solely English and maths-based. 
Making learning fun is vital – so 
baking, painting and getting out 
and about in the garden are 
essential to reduce 
boredom.” Emily Proffitt  

 

We hope everyone has a lovely rest of the Easter holiday. Next week we will continue with the Portway Press, 
weekly message from Mr D and, hopefully, some more messages from staff. 
We saw a great tip about encouraging reading recently whilst at home and wasn’t something we had thought 
of. Why not turn on the TV subtitles for some programmes that children are watching? It is a great way for 
children to practise their reading – either to themselves or out loud. Try it and see! 
Keep safe & keep smiling! 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

 Mr D is looking for pictures or videos of children and families juggling for his Friday message. 
(See Miss Black’s learn to juggle video in the Mr D’s Message section of our website). Please 
send pictures/short videos to portwaypics@gmail.com by Friday morning at the latest.   
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Virtual Visits 
Obviously we cannot go out on family visits at the moment but we can visit some interesting places - just virtually! 
Here are a list of some we know about. If you know any more then let us know and we can spread the word! 

 

Buckingham Palace  
Wander the official residence of The Queen, including the iconic Throne Room 

from your sofa. (Check out our ‘Activities for Everyone’ page which goes live on Friday for a 

‘treasure trail’ to complete as you virtually wander around the Palace! Will you be able to complete it?)  
Visit at: www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-buckingham-palace 
 

 
Stonehenge   
Sit back, relax and explore one of the ancient wonders of the world. Can you spot 
the magical bluestones?  

Visit at: www.stonehengeskyscape.co.uk 
 
 
Lake District  
The Lake District is well known for its exceptional scenery, escape to the amazing 
views of Lake Windermere, Coniston Water and Derwent Water. (The children’s film 
‘Swallows and Amazons’ was filmed here and is an excellent film for a family viewing – it’s 
one of our favourites! It’s available on Netflix & Amazon Prime but is free to watch at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcfilms/film/swallows_and_amazons)   
Visit at:  
www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/visiting/webcams-videos-and-photos/webcams 
  
Natural History Museum  
Delve into a world-class visitor attraction from home – the Natural History Museum. 

Take a tour of several exhibition rooms, there’s something for everyone.  
Visit at: artsandculture.google.com/partner/natural-history-museum   
 
 

Edinburgh Zoo  
Keep the kids entertained with a live feed of Edinburgh Zoo. Spend time watching 
a number of animals including rockhopper penguins, pandas and tigers without 
spending a penny! Visit at: 
www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/webcams 
 
 

The British Museum  
Celebrate all that’s great about the world 
with a virtual trip to The British Museum! 
This interactive timeline, with items from 
as far back at 5000 BC, covers all the 
continents of the world.   

Visit at: britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/ 
 
Hidcote Manor Gardens  
Take a 360 virtual walk through the 
vibrant Hidcote Manor Gardens and 
discover exotic species in the plant 
house. 

Visit at: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hidcote/featuresidcotevirtual-tours 
 
Victoria and Albert museum 
Want to spend time looking at some beautiful art & design? Look no further the 
V&A has you covered. You can rummage through as many collections as you like  
and not be told off! Our favourite is the photography collection, which is now one of 
the largest and most important in the world.   

Visit at: www.vam.ac.uk/collections?type=featured 
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