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Week 2 Already! It has been another interesting week and we are learning all of the time in these strangest of 
circumstances. There is a lot on social media about the expectations of students or teachers during this crisis.  We are 
not pretending we’ve got everything right but we are hoping it has been useful. We are sure it will evolve and it is 
important we don’t try to solve everything immediately. For now, it is important to take each day and week at a time. 
Please don’t get stressed about the amount of work children need to do or worry about websites that might or might not 
be accessible. We are all in new territory here and we all need to find a way to make this work for ourselves. How that 
works will be different for every household and will often be different from one day to the next. Try to do some reading 
and maths every day and most days a bit of writing (there are lots of free ebooks, ideas for writing and different sites for 
maths games in the ‘General Learning’ section of our website). Some days it just won’t happen and that is OK too. We 
are all dealing with a lot of new stuff and lots of new pressures and we all need to stop every now and again to catch our 
breath and remember that we are all doing OK. 
This is the last Portway Press before the 2 week Easter holidays but we will be back the week after. Keep safe and keep 
smiling. 

 
Home Learning Our website contains many activities for pupils to work on whilst 
they need to learn at home and we will do our best to support you with this. The 

website will update every Friday, except during holiday 
periods, and you will be able to find activities there for the 
new week. Please remember that sites such as MyMaths, 
EducationCity and Abacus support learning for children 
worldwide and, in our current climate, are likely to have times 
of the day when they are overloaded and may not work. If 

this happens and you are unable to log in, please use an alternative site. There are lots of learning activities to choose from – 
not only under the relevant year group for your child, but also in the section labelled ‘General Home Learning’, the activities 
here cover a wide range of interesting and motivational learning activities.  
Communicating with School With all the government restrictions and the importance of social distancing at this time, it is 
advisable that all general communication with school is via email, please use adminoffice@portway-
jun.hants.sch.uk.This would help all of us to keep actual contact to a minimum and to safeguard all adults and 
children. If you have lost a child’s log in information for a particular website, please email the office and they 
will pass a message onto the relevant staff member in order to help. This is new territory for us so please be 
patient whilst we work out the best way forward. It has also been great to see, in our Facebook group, some 
photos of the fab home learning that has already begun! Please feel free to share that sort of information too – it will cheer us 
all! Also, don’t forget our Twitter feed as well. You can find us at @portwayjunior. 
Class emails The class email accounts are now working so that, when you have an urgent question, you are able to ask this 
in the easiest possible way. It is also an opportunity to keep the contact between classroom and home going during this 
challenging time and a chance to share some home learning. Obviously we need to keep an eye on these emails so they do 
not becoming overwhelming for staff – this is very new to us all and quite a challenge.  These email accounts will be 
monitored by staff and we will endeavour to respond to a message within 48 hours, but we cannot guarantee this. Staff will 
not be able to respond during holiday periods, weekends and out of normal working hours. Addresses are:  
3AM@portwayjunior.net  3AW@portwayjunior.net 3CF@portwayjunior.net 4EP@portwayjunior.net 4CA@portwayjunior.net 
4MK@portwayjunior.net  5RW@portwayjunior.net 5HW@portwayjunior.net 5CB@portwayjunior.net 6MK@portwayjunior.net 
6TC@portwayjunior.net and 6JM@portwayjunior.net  
Easter Holiday (Starting next week - Monday 6

th
 April): The school will still be operating childcare for those critical key 

workers who cannot make other arrangements, including the 2 bank holidays. During these 2 
weeks we will not be setting any new work for pupils, as it is the holiday. Miss Windross will put up 
some general/fun activities that can be used by families during this time and if you need a 
distraction or something to do. The first 2 weeks of work/activities will be still on the website and 
can still be used during this period. We will update the Week 3 activities and work on Friday 17

th
 

April, ready for the following week. 
Video Messages We hope you enjoyed the video messages from teachers last Friday. We will have some different 
messages at the end of this week so keep an eye on the website. Mr D will also be doing his weekly message later on 
Friday. A headteacher in Basingstoke has sung a song to his school via video. The great news is that Mr D will not be doing 
that! (We don’t want tears on a Friday afternoon!)  
Message from Esnay Burns, Chair of the Governing Body On behalf of the Governors, I hope you are all well. In these 
extraordinary times I would like to say an enormous thank you to Mr Deery, Miss Windross, the teachers, TAs, Admin staff, 
site manager and cleaners. It has been a challenging time and they have all stepped up to the plate. Thank you all. A special 
thank you also to the parents for your support, understanding and co-operation, especially in helping your children with their 
school work. I feel sure we will never forget 2020 and COVID-19. Keep well and safe.  
 

We echo Mrs Burns’ message – thank you and keep well and safe everyone. Keep smiling. 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 
  

“Everything can be taken from 
us but one thing: the freedom 
to choose our attitude in any 
given set of circumstances.” 

Viktor Frankl  
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WELLBEING: 

Bake of the week: Choc Chip Muffins! 
 

200g self-raising flour  
1tsp bicarbonate of soda  

150g chocolate chips (milk, white, dark or a mix of all 3!)  
100g golden caster sugar  

2 eggs (lightly beaten)  
150ml natural yogurt  

100g unsalted butter (melted)  
 

Heat oven to 200/180C fan/gas 6 and line a 12 hole muffin tin 
with paper cases. Sift the flour and bicarbonate of soda into a 
large bowl and stir in the chocolate chips and sugar. Add the 
beaten eggs, yogurt and melted butter and stir to combine. It 

doesn’t matter if the mixture looks a bit lumpy, it’s more 
important not to overmix or the muffins will turn out tough.  

Bake for 20mins or until baked through.  
(Test by piercing with a knife. If the knife comes out clean of baking 

mixture, the muffins are cooked.)  
 

Conversation is important, more than ever 
your children will need reassurance from their 

parents. 
Questions to ask your children that they may be 
wishing you’d ask:  
If you could change anything in your life what would 

it be? 
Do you have any worries about being away from 

school? 
What are you most dreading this week? 
Is there anything you want to talk about? 

What challenges are you facing now? 
What are you most looking forward to? 

How do you feel about things changing? 
When was the last time you were happy? 

What makes you happy? 
What can I do to help? 

What makes you feel calm? 
How do you feel since school stopped? 
Is there anything that is upsetting you? 

Where do you feel safe? 
How do you feel at the moment; what is exciting and 

what is scary? 
It is only natural that our children will be feeling 
confused and disappointed by the sudden closure of 
their school. You can help by LISTENING to their 
feelings. Do not try to convince them that this will all 
be OK, but tell them that we are all on a journey 
together and you can help them through the feelings 
that they have. 
 

Masking Tape Hopscotch:  
We’ve been really fortunate with the  
weather recently but this activity would  
work inside or outside. All you need is  
masking tape and something to throw  
onto the hopscotch grid. (A small stone 
 or eraser would work.)  

How might my child be feeling?  
Generally we know how our children are feeling from the look on 

their faces or their body language. Their lips will quiver, their eyes 

will fill up or they’ll simply cross their arms and shrug at 

something they’re not happy about. They might shout and express 

their frustration loudly. Not only is it important for children to learn 

how to express their emotions safely and properly, it is also 

important for them to understand the emotions and feelings of 

others by reading body language. This will help all of us to 

maintain positive relationships at this difficult time. Why not check 

out this video and resource here together to help them along?  
https://www.centervention.com/song-about-feelings-for-kids/  

Joke of the week 
 

People in Dubai 

don’t like the 

Flintstones. 
 

But people in 

Abu Dhabi do! 

Looking after the Parents: 
We must all be mindful of our 
own mental health at this 
challenging time. 
www.actionforhappiness.org 
has some ideas about how to 
support ourselves and those 
around us with our mental 
well-being. We particularly like 
their calendar! As it is the start 
of the month, why not 
download their April calendar 
which is full of  ideas for the 
month ahead. (copy on our 
website) 

If a community 

values its children, 

it must cherish the 

parents.  
 

John Bawlby 
 

Keep calm. Stay at 
home. Look after 
each other. Take 

care. 
 

Mr D & Miss W  Stop Press: VIVID Housing are offering free devices with internet connection to families who live in a VIVID home.  See flyer for details. 


