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Our first topic this term is called ‘Amazing Animals’. It is a Geography and Science focused 

unit of work, in which children will learn about animals from around the world and their 

habitats. We will be learning about and comparing the climates and inhabitants of 

rainforests, deserts and polar regions. We are particularly looking forward to our visit from 

Jonathan’s Jungle Roadshow on Wednesday 15th January, which is an excellent opportunity 

for the children to meet and hold animals from a variety of different habitats! More 

information can be found about all of the animals on his 

website: www.jonathansjungleroadshow.co.uk 

 

After half term our topic is ‘Thrilling Theatre’. We will be introducing children to the world 

of entertainment across the ages, taking particular inspiration from Shakespeare. At the end 

of the spring term the children will have prepared a showcase of drama, dance and music 

for you to come and enjoy! This will take place on the evening of Wednesday 1st 

April 2020 (More details to follow nearer the time!). 

  

Maths: 

In Maths, the children will continue to develop their mental calculation strategies and will 

use these to develop written methods in all four operations. The strategies we will be using 

are available to you on the school website and in the front of the children’s diaries, so that 

you can use them to help at home. We’ll also continue our learning on decimals, fractions 

and data handling. 

  

Every child will be tested on multiplication or division tables weekly and individual 

progress is monitored. Please sign diaries to show 4 practises of times tables at home. Ask 

your child’s class teacher if you are unsure what their current target is. We hope that 

children are still enjoying using ‘Times Table Rock Stars’, which they use frequently in 

school and can also access from home. We encourage them to enjoy practising and 

increasing the speed at which they can remember their times tables. Children’s logon details 

are in the front of their diaries. 

  

English: 

We are taking part in the Hampshire Information Book Award this term. It is a competition 

open only to Year 4 children, and we will be studying the 5 titles shortlisted, before voting 

for our favourite. We continue to tie our English work into our topics and this term children 

will explore a lovely non-fiction text called ‘The Variety of Life’ by Nicola Davies and Lorna 

Scobie. 

  

Reading: 

Every child should have either a Project X book (or a book from the Book Bingo box if they 

are a free reader) and a library book that they bring home. We continue to regularly provide 

http://www.jonathansjungleroadshow.co.uk/


time for children to complete Book Bingo work about their reading books at school and 

children’s hard work is celebrated half-termly in assembly with a prize draw. Children are 

also welcome to complete Book Bingo work at home if they would like to. All pupils in Year 

4 have the opportunity to change their books daily and we encourage the children to take 

personal responsibility for this. 
 

We hope that every child will have the opportunity to read at least 4 times a week to you. 

This should be recorded in their diary. We also encourage children to bring in books from 

home that they are currently reading and enjoying. 

 

Spelling: 

We believe it is essential for children to thoroughly learn spelling rules and be able to use 

these spellings correctly in their independent writing. Our spelling curriculum is structured 

to support this approach to the learning of spellings. Some children will continue to be 

provided with an individual spelling list which matches their spelling needs. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Science: 

Our science topics this term are ‘Classification’ and ‘Sounds and Vibrations’. Children will 

consider the role of producers and consumers in food chains, and the factors that can 

change or endanger habitats. Our Jungle Roadshow visit will be a great opportunity to learn 

about animals adapting to their habitats. During our ‘Sounds and Vibrations’ topic children 

will learn about how sound travels and how the ear works. 

  

 



Art & DT: 

Children will take part in a wide variety of art activities this term, including using 

watercolour paints and collage. We will also be undertaking a study of Rousseau’s tigers. In 

addition to this, we will be putting various design technology skills to practice as we 

prepare the props and staging for our Thrilling Theatre showcase in April! 
 

PE/Outdoor games: 

PE kit will continue to be needed on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday this term, 

although we advise having it in school Monday to Friday. Tracksuits are advisable for colder 

weather when we venture outdoors! Earrings should be taken out and preferably left at 

home and hair must be tied back for health and safety reasons. We will be focusing 

particularly on outside football sessions, and indoor multi-skills sessions. 
 

Other subjects: 

 Our work linked to Growth Mindset continues this term as we continue to develop 

children’s ability to understand and manage their relationships with peers. We’ll be 

discussing how we can empathise and compromise, as well as learning some new 

playground games. 

 In RE, we’ll be learning about Judaism and the traditions of Passover. 

 In Computing, children will be taking and editing photographs as well as creating 

PowerPoint presentations to report on progress during topic work. 

 In Music, we will be learning a variety of songs for our Thrilling Theatre showcase, as 

well as engaging in a study of the works of Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

Other reminders: 

Labelling Equipment: 

Please continue to mark you child’s name clearly in their uniform (especially jumpers), PE 

kit, pencil cases, drink bottles and lunch boxes. This makes life much easier when returning 

lost property. Children should not bring in toys/ precious items from home. 
 

Homework Diaries: 

Every child in Year Four has their own homework diary. This is an invaluable asset for any 

home/school communication and should be in school each day and taken home each night. 

We expect children’s diaries to be signed to show their 4 reading sessions and 4 tables 

practices and we request that this be recorded on the weekly diary page. Any 

comments/questions you may have can also be recorded here as every diary is checked 

weekly. 
 

Finally, if you have any concerns please contact the office and make an appointment 

with your child’s teacher. We will do all we can to help. 
  

Miss Patterson (4EP and Year Leader), Mr Kirby (4MK), Miss Abbott (4CA) 

Mrs Hall-Cooper, Miss McSherry 

Mrs Fettes, Mrs Pitman, Mr Clark (Year 4 TAs) 


