
Wellbeing: Over the lockdowns I discovered the ‘Action for Happiness Calendar’ and have found all of them helpful. 
This month is ‘Friendly February’ and the advice is to focus on reaching out to connect with others and doing our 
best to be a good friend. Our acts of kindness and connection ripple out and impact so many more people than we 
realise - and they also boost our own happy hormones too! In these stressful times people around us may be feeling 
the strain - even those who look like they are strong and coping well! Let’s all try to keep calm, take time to listen 
and to show compassion. The website has lots of great ideas to boost and support our wellbeing and you can find 
out more by clicking the link: Action For Happiness.Below are the suggestions for the rest of this week and the 
weekend. If you click on the images below, it will take you to the whole calendar for February. 
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COVID Challenges: As I mentioned previously, our staffing is increasingly compromised and we continue to find this 
a real challenge. We began this week, for example, with 11 members of staff absent and this has only increased as 
the week has gone on. This has affected all areas of school - teaching and learning, admin, the wider site and even 
down in the kitchen. I am aware of some local schools closing classes and moving to remote learning and, although I 
continue to hope and to do all we can to avoid this, it is becoming a real possibility. It is extremely difficult with 
everyone having to pick up extra roles and responsibilities. I am very grateful to work with a super bunch of staff who 
are willing to be flexible, as this certainly helps us at this tricky time and ask you again to continue to support us with 
understanding and kindness. 
We are seeing positive cases from children who also show symptoms such as headaches, sore throats and some 
also with tummy aches, as well as the three main symptoms. Over 100 children, in just  this half term, have had 
covid and we are also sadly seeing children getting it again within a fairly short time frame. A positive result isn’t 
always picked up on a lateral flow test either; in our experience both children and adults have had several negative 
lateral flow tests but still a positive PCR result with the mildest of symptoms. Please err on the side of caution if your 
child is feeling unwell - this is much better for them and will greatly help all of us in school. 
In school we continue to do all that we can to slow this spread and we are grateful for your support with this. Please 
continue to wear masks when you come onto the school site, keep a reasonable distance from others and please 
avoid speaking to staff at classroom doors. Any communication should come via the child’s diary or email to 
adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk and will be passed on. In school we continue to take all the control measures 
that we put in place last term; these include good ventilation and hygiene practices, avoiding mixing and holding all 
of our assemblies (and staff meetings) online. We continue to review these measures with our colleagues at Portway 
Infant School and work closely with them to try to reduce the spread for all of our children, families and staff. 

Relaxed Uniform You will know, from our survey last year, that we decided to keep our ‘relaxed uniform’ whilst we 
are still managing the challenges of the pandemic. We have included  some reminders of our expectations on the 
back of this Press as we have noticed a few ‘non-uniform’ items, such as snoods around hair and earrings 
creeping in. Base layers to help children to keep warm remain a good idea.

Proud to be Portway: Already we are halfway through the first spring half term - it’s hard to know where the time 
goes! It is great to see the children getting so stuck into their new topics and, later on in this newsletter, there are 
some year group updates about what everyone has been learning. I have been really impressed with how everyone is 
working so well - our Celebration Assemblies (last thing on a Friday) are a great way to 
celebrate everyone’s effort. Awards have been given for hard work, persevering with
challenges, being kind to others, demonstrating positive behaviour choices, showing good 
friendship qualities as well as ‘being gritty’ and not giving up. All of these are values are
important to the Portway community and are worth celebrating. They are, of course, also 
skills that will benefit all of us as we move through the school and into secondary, as well 
as later in our lives!  

 Miss Windross 
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Portway Junior School 2021-22 Uniform
Uniform is worn at Portway to develop a sense of pride, identity and belonging in being a member of the school 
community.

After surveying parents on their views, we will be operating a ‘relaxed’ uniform for the year 2021-22 on a trial basis 
(reviewed summer 2022).
This is as follows:

● School jumper, cardigan, t-shirt or polo shirt (available at websites below)

● Dark blue/black jogging bottoms, leggings or similar (not other colours)

● Plimsolls or trainers (suitable for PE and not ‘fashion’ trainers - no heels or glitter!)

● Be smart - school is not a fashion parade
(jeans, football shirts, sweatshirts with logos, brightly coloured tops, make-up, jewellery etc are not allowed.)

Please ensure that everything is labelled with your child’s name! Including shoes & lunchboxes!
Uniform suppliers: www.stitch-a-logo.co.uk or www.happyfish.co.uk/

Year 3 topics 
Our Year 3 topic is The Egyptians. Last week 
we mummified a tomato. We cut it in half and 
took out all of the inside, it smelt bad! We mixed 
together baking powder and salt to make a thick 
icing like mixture and poured it over the 
tomato.It was a great 
time doing this. In 
Ancient Egypt the 
Egyptians mummified
dead bodies so that they
went to the afterlife 
looking alive! 

Sam & Ronnie, 3AW

What’s going on in Year 4?
We’ve studied Amazing Animals by looking at the 
book The Variety of Life. We have read it in 
English and highlighted all the key 
information and used this to find out 
and learn new words. In art we have 
made collage mood boards before 
the actual activity. Then we made 
animal collages using tissue paper 
and pencils. It’s been good fun. For 
reading we’ve been reading Toad 
Rage, this links nicely to our topic 
because there are animals in the book such as 
toads, kangaroos, fleas and spiders!                 

                              Riya, 4DI

Our learning in Year 5 
The name of our topic is ‘Vicious Vikings’ and we’ve 
been learning a lot about their 
history. They were vicious people 
because they raided towns and 
villages for everything they could find.
They were particularly interested in
getting their hands on anything 
expensive and valuable. When they 
raided places, they set the houses on 
fire and even killed villagers and 
travelled all over the UK. They drank from glass but 
also from horns! In class we are reading How To 
Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell because it 
links with the Vikings.                 

                         Lexie & Hayden, 5MK 

Year 6 Learning 
In Year 6 we have been learning about Magic 
and Mystery! While doing this learning journey, 
we have been reading Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone. 
It’s very surprising how some 
people didn’t know anything 
about Harry Potter but now 
we are all total experts. The 
next part of our learning 
journey is all about 
Fantastic Beasts and where 
to find them and we can’t 
wait to discover more! 

                               Leah, 6EP 

SCHOOL LOTTERY - WIN AND RAISE MONEY FOR THE PTA!
We have been running the lottery for 37 weeks. In that 37 weeks, we have had 37 winners and in turn have raised over £950 for 
the schools. That is a win-win!! It is easy to join, visit: www.yourschoollotter.co.uk and search for Portway Parent Teacher 
Association. Or click on the link: https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/portway-parent-teacher-association
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